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Province credits
early action for
blunting virus

City debates
berthing issues
for cruise ship

by Derwin Gowan
Acting early on COVID-19 has paid off
for the province of New Brunswick, ac
cording to Stephane Robichaud, CEO of
the New Brunswick Health Council. On
May 20 Maine reported 78 more people
with confirmed diagnosis of the novel
coronavirus, bringing the total to 1,819
since the first case was reported on March
12. On the same day New Brunswick re
ported no new cases, leaving the total at
120 since the first one reported on March
11. With all having recovered, there are
no active cases in the province. There have
only been two confirmed cases since April
18.
Maine recorded three new deaths due
to COVID-19 on May 19, bringing the
total to 73. New Brunswick has yet to
record its first COVID-19 death. Even ad
justing for Maine’s larger population,
1,328,361 compared to 747,101, people
in New Brunswick might feel like they
dodged a bullet - so far.
“For us, how quickly those decisions
were put in place, now with hindsight, we
can see that it was very important,” Ro
bichaud says. However, “had the popula-

by Lora Whelan
When it comes to berthing a dormant
cruise ship at the breakwater in Eastport,
the decision-making process has been
multi-layered and, at times, frustrating for
all involved, whether for or against its
presence at the island city.
On May 20 the Eastport City Council
held a special meeting to vote on whether
it would write a letter of support to the
office of Governor Janet Mills, which had
requested the letter after being contacted
on May 5 by Eastport Health Care CEO
Ellen Krajewski in her capacity as a
healthcare leader with her concerns about
public health and safety. After 35 minutes
of discussion the council voted to write a
letter of support for the berthing of the
Riviera, with all councillors in support ex
cept for Hailley Bradbury.
Eastport Port Authority Executive Di
rector Chris Gardner explains that even
with council support, the decision is ulti
mately up to the U.S. Coast Guard
(USCG), which would issue a notice of
departure only if the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
grants approval. However, the USCG was

Continued on page 28

Continued on page 13

Church building in
Calais finds new life
with area nonprofit

Calais councillors
vote to allow all
businesses to open
by Michael R. Brown
On May 14 the Calais City Council vot
ed 6-1 to allow all businesses in the city to
open, contrary to Governor Janet Mills’
rural reopening plan, which is still limit
ing the opening of certain businesses. The
lone vote against the motion was cast by
Councillor Marcia Rogers. All the remain
ing councillors spoke in favor of giving
businesses that wish to open permission to
do so. The council also authorized the city
manager to begin reopening municipal
buildings and programs as of May 18, us
ing social distancing practices.
City Manager Mike Ellis began by ex
plaining guidelines from the state, which
include restrictions on restaurants, city
buildings, one-way streets, masks and sixfoot social distancing. Ellis said he is in
favor of opening the city building. “If we
hold off, we will have a lot of people
trying to do the same thing at the same
time.”
Councillor Michael Sherrard raised sev
eral points, including the ruling by the
Wisconsin Supreme Court to invalidate the
state’s stay-at-home order. He also stated
that the COVID-19 mortality rate is less
than that of the flu and noted that the two
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Wash
ington County have recovered. He added,
“The people in this community know what
to do. They have the right to protect them
selves and use common sense. We need to
Continued on page 25

RIDING HER BIKE down a quiet Boynton Street in Eastport late in the afternoon of a
May day is Cheyenne Beech, 8, as the leaves are budding out Downeast in the early
springtime. (Edward French photo)

Veterans of Vietnam remember
experiences, sacrifices during war
by Edward French
Because of the pandemic, Memorial
Day observances are not being sched
uled or are being scaled back this year,
but the sacrifices of those who served in
the U.S. armed forces are still remem
bered and honored. While those who
fought in the Vietnam War sometimes
were met by antiwar protests when they
returned home, they endured and sacri
ficed as much as any of the country’s
veterans, although they may have con
flicted feelings about the war itself.
Three local residents who served then
now tell their stories.

Getting overrun near the DMZ
Allan Sutherland of Eastport enlisted
in the U.S. Marine Corps when he was
17, spending four years on active duty.
Following infantry training at Camp Lejeune, he volunteered for Vietnam. He
first went to Okinawa, where he says he
changed his mind. “Why do I want to

go there?” he asked himself. But he end
ed up being sent, eventually taking part
in Operation Kingfisher near Con
Thien, a Marine combat base near the
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), about three
kilometers from North Vietnam, that
sought to prevent the infiltration of the
North Vietnamese Army (NVA) into
South Vietnam. He served there with
Hotel Company, 2nd Battalion, 4th Ma
rines from late August to November
1967. “We were there as a buffer battal
ion set up outside Con Thien,” he re
calls. “There was constant artillery and
rocket barrage.”
When there were incoming rounds,
“all you can do is get in the hole,” he
notes. “If we called in the Phantom jets,
they would make so much noise, you’d
have to stick your head up to see if
anyone is coming. But if the jets are
there, you can’t hear artillery coming.”
One night in October “we got overContinued on page 9

by Lora Whelan
Mary Lane has many memories of her
time with the First Congregational Church
of Calais. Some are amusing, some heart
felt, but all of them have contributed to
her understanding of faith and communi
ty. That’s particularly important today giv
en that the church is being delivered into
new hands, with its last service expected
for Sunday, May 31. After that the church
building will become part of Sunrise Op
portunities, where adults with disabilities
and memory loss will be cared for under
the nonprofit’s programs.
Lane has been with the church for over
50 years and has deep perspective on the
change. “We had weathered ups and
downs throughout our history, but the last
10 years had brought us to consider that
our work might be drawing to a close. It
certainly hasn’t been an easy decision,”
she says. After deliberating over options,
Continued on page 23
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Port authority reviews budget shortfalls

BOB CHAFFEE enjoys a row in his boat off Eastport on May 18. (Don Dunbar photo)

Funds available to help fish harvesters
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau announced on May 14 up to
$469.4 million in new measures to sup
port Canada’s fish harvesters, who are
economically impacted by the pandemic
but cannot access existing federal mea
sures. This investment builds on the $62.5
million for the new Canadian Seafood Sta
bilization Fund announced last month to
help Canada’s fish and seafood process
ing sector.
The Government of Canada will launch
the Fish Harvester Benefit, a program
worth up to $267.6 million, to help pro
vide income support for this year’s fish
ing seasons to eligible self-employed fish
harvesters and sharespersons crew who
cannot access the Canada Emergency
Wage Subsidy. Support will be provided
to those that experience fishing income
declines of greater than 25% in the 2020
tax year, compared with a reference peri
od to be identified. This measure covers
75% of fishing income losses beyond a
25% income decline threshold, up to a

maximum individual entitlement equiva
lent to what is provided under the Canada
Emergency Wage Subsidy, which is $847
per week for up to 12 weeks.
The government also will launch the
Fish Harvester Grant, a program worth up
to $201.8 million, to provide grants to help
fish harvesters impacted by the COVID19 pandemic who are ineligible for the
Canada Emergency Business Account or
equivalent measures. This will give them
more liquidity to address non-deferrable
business costs.
The program will provide non-repay
able support of up to $10,000 to self-em
ployed fish harvesters with a valid fishing
licence. Size of the non-repayable support
will vary depending on the level of fish
harvesters’ historic revenue. Finally, the
government will propose measures or
changes to Employment Insurance (El)
that would allow self-employed fish har
vesters to access El benefits on the basis
of insurable earnings from previous sea
sons.

Notice to The Quoddy Tides
Summer Guide Advertisers

by Edward French
At the May 18 meeting of the Eastport
Port Authority board, Executive Director
Chris Gardner reported that the port au
thority’s revenue this year is down by at
least a third, and a budget adjustment will
need to be approved by the board next
month. Wood pulp shipments are down
45% from the 2019 tonnage amounts so
far this year.
Several actions to stem the loss of reve
nue were reviewed by Gardner. The port
authority has received $80,000 through
the federal Paycheck Protection Program
and approval from the First National Bank
for a six-month forbearance on all of its
loans. The board approved both actions
during the meeting.
Gardner asked that the board consider
increasing the cargo ship dockage rates
from $1.60 per foot per day to $2. Also,
insurance costs on the bulk conveyor sys
tem have been cut by about $2,700 a year
by reducing the overall capital limit down
to a $1 million loss per occurrence. In
addition, the port is moving to being a
single-tug operation, taking the Ahoskie
offline and not launching the Abaco,
which could save $10,000 or more on in
surance costs. The port authority’s bus

tours have been “mothballed,” with an
other insurance savings.
Gardner reported that the port authority
has begun initial planning for repairing
the fish pier and constructing a wing for
the breakwater to protect the inner basin
from storms. Childs Engineering has of
fered to do the engineering work for
$66,000. The port authority is looking to
apply for perhaps $10 million in funding
for the projects from the U.S. Maritime
Administration in 2021. The port authori
ty might have to provide a 10% match of
$1 million, and the state Department of
Transportation may assist with the engi
neering and matching costs.
As for staging a trial cargo shipment
using the port authority’s shipboard heattreating system for phytosanitizing wood
chips, Gardner said that the port authority
has applied to the Maine Technology In
stitute for $410,000 to help cover nearly
half of the projected cost of $950,000.
While the trial had been planned for Au
gust or September, it is now in limbo be
cause of the COVID-19 restrictions.
The board authorized Gardner to obtain
three bids for reroofing the south side of
the Coast Guard station and to go with the
lowest bid.

CARES Act funds to aid fishing industry
Lobstermen, fishermen and other Main
ers working in the seafood supply chain
will receive a total of over $20 million as
part of the CARES Act to assist fishermen
and fishery-related businesses such as
dealers, processors and aquaculture oper
ations affected by COVID-19.
“The hardworking men and women in
Maine’s lobster and fishing industries are
facing severe financial difficulties due to
the COVID-19 pandemic that has closed
restaurants and reduced exports,” said
U.S. Senators Susan Collins and Angus
King and Representatives Chellie Pingree
and Jared Golden in a joint statement.
“This targeted relief will provide crucial
support for workers, help our seafood sup
ply chains survive, and assist the families

and communities that depend on this im
portant economic sector.”
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration is allocating funds propor
tionately based on a multi-year average of
the total annual revenue of each region’s
commercial fishing, charter fishing, pro
cessor and aquaculture sectors. These
funds may be awarded on a rolling basis,
and within a fishing season, to ensure rap
id delivery of funds during the pandemic.
NOAA will be releasing information on
eligibility and how this funding will be
distributed.
In Maine, the Department of Marine
Resources will be leading the effort in co
ordination with the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission.

Because of the coronavirus restrictions, The Quoddy Tides will not be
publishing its annual Summer Guide this year.
We hope you will consider advertising in our regular issues of the newspaper
this summer, and we look forward to publi shing our Summer Guide next year.
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Port of Eastport
Eastport & Lubec

VESSELS ENTERING
May6-May 19, 2020
Name of vessel

Number
of Trips

Last Port
of Call

Ocean Provider I
Cameron & Jean
Star Juventas

Blacks Harbour
Grand Manan
Wilmington,
N.C.

8
1
1

Shipping activities:
Eastport & Bayside

“BING” welcomes the freighter Star Juventas to Eastport on May 18. (Don Dunbar photo)

Sunrise & Sunset
EASTPORT, MAINE

WeatKer KePort

Lat. 44 55'N. Long. 67 01'W.
Eastern (U.S.) time
for Atlantic time, please add one hour.

Taken in Eastport (E) and by Ed Mekelburg of Robbinston (R).
Water temperatures in Fahrenheit.
Date

May

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

T emperat ure
Max
Min
R
E
R
E
51 48 38 34
57 61 35 32
49 57 41 36
54 58 41 32
47 43 33 32
46 46 32 30
58 64 42 32
46 47 39 32
52 55 35 31
62 63 41 37
56 60 41 33
55 58 43 44

Precipitation

Date

Snow
Inches
E
R
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1.2
3.5
0
0.07
0
0
0
trace
0
0
0
0
0
0

Water
Temp.
E
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
43
43

E
30
14
16
22
33
24
24
25
25
27
14

R
32
21
17
32
45
32
25
32
31
33
14

Peak
Gust

May

E
0.18
0.07
0.08
0.12
0.62
0.87
0.04
0.07
0.04
0
trace

R
0.02
0
0.09
0.02
1.36
0.04
0
0.18
0
0
0.28

0.44

0.34

0

0

43

27

18

17

65

72

44

38

0.4

0

0

0

43

22

21

18

62

69 46

40

0

0

0

0

43

13

19

June

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

H/W

ht.

L/W

ht.

Date

H/W

Set

4:52
4:51
4:50
4:49
4:48
4:48
4:47
4:46
4:46
4:45
4:45
4:44
4:44
4:43
4:43
4:42
4:42
4:42
4:42
4:41
4:41.

7:58
7:59
8:00
8:01
8:02
8:03
8:04
8:07
8:07
8:07
8:08
8:09
8:09
8:10
8:11
8:12
8:12
8:12
8:13
8:14
8:15

Moose Island

Tide Table in Atlantic (Canadian) time.
For U.S. time, please subtract one hour.
Heights, in feet, are for Saint John, N.B.
Date

Rise

MARINE
ht.

L/W

ht.

SAT.
May 23

12:51 am
1:17 pm

25.6
24.3

7:09 am
7:22 pm

3.9
5.2

THUR.
June 4

11:11 am
1 1:32 pm

26.2
27.9

5:01 am
5:23 pm

1.6
2.6

SUN.
May 24

1:27 am
1:53 pm

25.6
24.3

7:45 am
7:59 pm

3.6
5.2

FRL
June 5

-12:05 pm

-26.6

5:54 am
6:15 pm

1.3
2.6

MON.
May 25

2:04 am
2:32 pm

25.6
24.3

8:24 am
8:39 pm

3.6
5.6

SAT.
June 6

12:24 am
12:57 pm

28.2
26.6

6:46 am
7:06 pm

1.1
3.1

TUES.
May 26

2:44 am
3:14 pm

25.6
24.1

9:05 am
9:22 pm

3.9
5.6

SUN.
June 7

1:14 am
1:47 pm

27.9
26.2

7:36 am
7:57 pm

1.3
3.6

WED.
May 27

3:28 am
3:59 pm

25.3
24.1

9:50 am
10:11 pm

3.9
5.6

MON.
June 8

2:04 am
2:37 pm

27.6
25.6

8:26 am
8:47 pm

2.1
4.3

THUR.
May 28

4:1 7 am
4:51 pm

24.9
24.1

10:40 am
11:04 pm

4.3
5.6

TUES.
June 9

2:54 am
3:27 pm

26.6
24.9

9:16 am
9:38 pm

3.1
4.9

FRL
May 29

5:12 am
5:48 pm

24.9
24.1

11:36 am
-

4.3
-

WED.
June 10

3:45 am
4:18 pm

25.9
24.3

10:06 am
10:29 pm

3.6
5.6

SAT.

6:11 am

24.9

12:03 am

5.6

THUR.

4:37 am

24.9

10:57 am

4.6

May 30

6:47 pm

24.3

12:35 pm

4.3

June 11

5:11 pm

24.1

11:23 pm

6.2

SUN.
May 31

7:14 am
7:48 pm

24.9
24.9

1:04 am
1:35 pm

4.9
3.9

FRI.
June 1 2

5:31 am
6:05 pm

24.1
23.3

11:50 am
-

5.2
-

MON.
June 1

8:16 am
8:48 pm

25.3
25.9

2:07 am
2:35 pm

4.3
3.3

SAT.
June 13

6:27 am
6:59 pm

23.3
23.3

12:18 am
12:44 pm

6.6
5.9

TUES.
June 2

9:16 am
9:45 pm

25.6
26.9

3:07 am
3:33 pm

3.3
3.1

SUN.
June 14

7:23 am
7:53 pm

23.1
23.3

1:14 am
1:38 pm

6.6
6.2

WED.
June 3

10:15 am
10:40 pm

26.2
27.6

4:06 am
4:29 pm

2.3
2.6

MON.
June 15

8:19 am
8:45 pm

22.6
23.3

2:10 am
2:32 pm

6.6
6.2

EASTPORT
MAINE

CflEZO

Bayside
The Dunedin Star arrived at the Port of
Bayside on May 7, unloaded pollock from
Alaska and sailed on May 8.
The MV Adhemar de Saint-Venant ar
rived on May 17 to load aggregate for
Virginia Beach, Va., and sailed on May
18. The crushed rock is being used in con
structing an offshore wind farm.
The Eidsvaag Sirius anchored off Bay
side on May 17, later loaded fish feed for
Newfoundland and sailed on May 19.
Eastport
The Star Juventas arrived on May 18
from Wilmington, N.C., loaded 8,100 met
ric tons of wood pulp and sailed that night
for Italy.

GET THE JUMP ON SPRING
Sell your “dust catchers”
in The Quoddy Tides classifieds!
PO Box 213, Eastport, ME 04631
Email: qtides@midmaine.com

Betty’s Fresh
Crabmeat
Open Monday-Saturday 9-5
Closed Sundays, except holidays
Lobsters, scallops and crabmeat

411 Old County Road, Pembroke

Tel. 726-5092

39 years serving Washington & Charlotte counties

Eastport • Monitor VHF 9, 11, 16

Hours:
M-F'8_5;
closed Saturdays

POWER BY

VOLVO
PE.NTA

RV Supplies

O9O**t>U5>O
FJWW/ll

SALES - SERVICE

EASTPORT HEALTH CARE INC.
30 Boynton Street
Eastport, ME 04631

Welcome
Adam Simmons, D.P.M.
Eastport Health Care Inc. is pleased to welcome podiatrist Dr. Adam Simmons to
the staff in Eastport, Machias and Calais.
Dr. Simmons has 8 years of podiatric
experience and 4 years of clinical and
surgical training.
He obtained an undergrad degree in
biology from Utah Valley University in
Provo, Utah, a 4-year podiatric degree
from Barry University in Miami, Fla., as
well as 3 years of a surgical residency
training in Tampa, Fla.
For the past two years, Dr. Simmons
has been a certified clinic director for
the Fit Feet Program in the Special Olym
pics.
Dr. Simmons is accepting new pa
tients at Eastport, Machias and Calais
locations.

Please call Juanita at 853-6001
to schedule an appointment.
Eastport Health Care is an equal opportunity employer and provider.
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Lessons from a pandemic
May and June are graduation time for
university, community college, high
school and eighth grade students, but this
year any ceremonies that are held will be
scaled back, if not postponed until later,
because of the pandemic. That sense of
celebrating and marking a milestone of
achievement while looking ahead to a fu
ture of possibilities may be dampened, as
graduates will not be able to march in
together, laugh, cry and hug together or
hear the congratulatory words of encour
agement from family and friends gathered
round.
But while graduating from school will
be marked differently this year, the stu
dents are gaining valuable lessons that will
help them throughout their lives. They are
learning about resilience, about flexibili
ty, about cooperation and working with
others during challenging times, about re
thinking the status quo. Students are com
ing to understand about the vagaries of
life, the events over which one has no
control.
And they are also realizing how they
can use the circumstances they have been

dealt as they head out into the world. The
coronavirus pandemic points to the need
for medical research, for public health
workers and healthcare providers. The
global crisis also highlights how much di
plomacy and the work of both govern
ments and non-governmental agencies
that work across all international borders
is essential for the survival of the citizens
of this world. Those are all possibilities
for careers for the latest graduates.
Just as their ancestors may have learned
from past tragedies - wars, the Depres
sion, famine - these graduates, too, will
become stronger by having faced unex
pected challenges.
Perhaps learning to be flexible - to un
derstand that, when it seems that possibili
ties have closed, new opportunities can be
found - will be the most valuable lesson
that will given to the graduating classes in
this spring of the great pandemic.
If they receive that gift openly, they
will indeed have gained wisdom that will
help guide them on their journey through
life.
Edward French

MAILBOAT REX IV
WALL STREET OR MAIN STREET?
To the editor:
I haven’t seen any news media cover
age about the $500 billion that was given
to Trump from the stimulus plan, the
CARES Act, by our Congress.
Before the release of this financial pack
age, Trump fired the people he hired in
February to account for the massive bail
out. In a year of a presidential election I
would think that the American people
have a right to know what Trump is doing
with one-quarter of the stimulus money to
date. This is a man who scammed his own
nonprofit organizations for personal use.
This is the darkest time in history for
our small business people and self-em
ployed in Maine. There are massive num
bers of unemployed workers - many small
businesses are making the decision on
whether to even reopen - now facing the
loss of their healthcare benefits; and
Trump won’t allow open enrollment in
the Affordable Care Act insurance.
Yet, our Congress gave Trump the can
dy store with no strings attached, as stated
by Bernie Sanders. Which big businesses
got this money? What states received this
money? Did Trump use this money to his
political advantage? With no oversight on
where this money goes, how will the
American people ever know?
The American people have a right to
know where that money went. I hold our
senators - both sides of the aisle - respon
sible. We are the ones, and certainly the
future generations, who will pay this debt
back at some point in the future. What is it
going to be: Trump’s Wall Street or Main
Street?
Mark Wren
Robbinston
(Editor’s note: The letter writer is ref
erencing a statement by Bernie Sanders
on March 24 that Congress approved
$500 billion under the CARES Act to be
used by the Trump administration for pri
vate sector business relief but without suf
ficient transparency.)

SUPPORT OFFERED
FOR FIRST RESPONDERS
To the editor:
The following letter is addressed to the
first responders of Washington County
and beyond.
The stress you have as first responders

is enormous. Whether you be a full-time
paid employee or a volunteer, it doesn’t
matter. The things you see and deal with
are far more than any person should be
required to handle, and yet you do so. Not
only do you handle it, but you keep com
ing back for more day in and day out in
every condition, in any type of weather,
no matter the risk, you’re there for us. I
know how difficult this can be. How, you
ask - because I am one of you.
I retired from emergency medical ser
vices almost a year ago, but I still volun
teer as a firefighter and will do so as long
as I am able. Why? Because, like you all, I
love it. This is a job that chooses us, not
the other way around.
So why am I writing to you? Because,
like you, I know the damage these stres
sors can and do cause. Yes, I am talking
about post-traumatic stress disorder. The
dreaded post-traumatic stress. Whether we
want to admit it or not, we all suffer from
some form of it.
All of us can tell stories of everything
we’ve seen and done, especially the “bad
ones.” Those memories are implanted and
don’t go away.
Does that mean we all have nightmares
and intrusive thoughts? No, of course not.
Does that mean we all drink too much or
use/misuse medications we shouldn’t?
Again, no. Are we all suicidal? Once
again, no. But some of us do, and some of
us are or have been. I want you all to
know that help is available.
Healthy Acadia, Aroostook Mental
Health Services, Maine RecoveryCorps
and countless other agencies stand ready
to assist you in your time of need as you
have assisted many of us in ours.
No stigma, no judgment. We can no
longer stand by and watch while the peo
ple who put their lives on the line for all
of us suffer in silence. Reach out; we are
here for you.
William Buehner
Eastport
(William Buehner is an AmeriCorps/RecoveryCorps coach and can be reached at
<WJbuehner@gmail.com> or 214-0205.
Other resources include the crisis hotline
at 1-888-568-1112 or 711; the Warm Line
24/7 from anywhere in Maine at 1-866771-9276; and AMHC at 498-6431. To
request a recovery coach, call Washing
ton County Healthy Acadia at 255-3741.)
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Across Your
Editor's Desk
AN UNFINISHED JOURNEY
The March/April issue of Yankee mag
azine seeks to remind readers of a differ
ent time in its feature about Joao Victor,
who in 2019 was a senior at Lewiston
High School seeking asylum in the U.S.
In 2019 Victor won the Maine Poetry Out
Loud competition and competed in the na
tional competition in Washington, D.C.
This was the second year in a row that the
poetry competition winner from Maine
was an asylum seeker. In 2018 Allan Monga of Portland won the Maine competition
but was being denied the chance to com
pete at nationals because of his immigra
tion status. It took a legal challenge by his
high school and the City of Portland to
allow him to compete.
During Victor’s junior year, he watched
Monga reciting “She Walks in Beauty” by
Lord Bryon and was inspired to learn to
recite poetry himself. That March, Victor
faced Monga as the two finalists in the
state competition and went on to defeat
his hero.
If this was a movie on Lifetime or Hall
mark, Victor would go on to win the na
tional competition and its $20,000 prize,
which would allow him to enter college
that fall - asylum seekers cannot apply for
federal financial student aid - but some
journeys take a different path. Victor does
make the finals but suffers his first com
petition loss. He then begins performing
his own poems on stages ranging from
area churches to the Waterville Opera
House. He enrolls in the local community
college but struggles with his courses
while working 40 hours a week washing
dishes. He may wait to go back to school
and just keep working to help support his
family. His is a journey that isn’t over yet.
“I’m still learning,” Victor says. “I will
use my words to get back.

PANDEMIC ART
Eastport native and artist Amy Ray now a resident of Monmouth - has been
creating the Pandemic Series while shel
tering in place. In an article in the Maine
Art Scene she explains that the emotional
aspect of the pandemic has “fueled her as
she searches for understanding and seeks
out beauty in the physical world around
us.” Her artwork involves a process of
monoprinting and drawing in mixed me
dia. The “figurative abstractions evoke
landscapes, figures, objects in lively color
and movement.” Ray explains, “I want
these images to be open to the viewer to
allow them to have a sense that they’ve
been there before, to find the familiar, the
reassuring, the hope and joy that is still
possible.”
THE JOYS OF FIXING
YOUR OWN STUFF
The May 14 New York Times offered
three tips to people who are choosing to
attempt to repair their own devices and
gadgets instead of replacing them or
bringing in outside help. First, that device
you think is too complicated or dangerbus
to fix yourself probably isn’t - there are
limits to this. Second, when buying some
thing new, consider how long it might last
and how hard it would be to repair. And
third, consumers can push for “right to
repair” laws that would make it easier to
get information, tools and parts to fix
things themselves.

Published the 2nd and 4th Fridays
of each month at 123 Water St.,
Eastport, Maine.
Publisher: Edward French

Printed at Ellsworth, Maine
Subscription rates: $35.00 a year
in Washington County, Maine;
$42.00 a year outside of
Washington County, Maine
$42.00 a year in Canadian funds.
Single copy, $1.50 + tax.
2nd class postage paid at Eastport, Me. 04631
and St. Stephen, N.B. Permit No. 9435
Notice to Postmaster: Send 3579 to
The Quoddy Tides, P.O. Box 213, Eastport, Maine 04631

Publication No. USPS-453-220
Publications Mail Agreement No. 40021969.
Return undeliverable items to
The Quoddy Tides, P.O. Box 213,
Eastport, ME 04631 USA
Winifred B. French — Editor & Publisher
1968-1995
Editor & Publisher — Edward French
Assistant Editor & Publisher — Lora Whelan
Circulation Manager — Sharon Cook
Advertising Representative — Sue Moore
Copy Editors — Caitlyn Stellrecht
and Dawn Guiltner
Accounting — Inez Pastore
Photographers — Don Dunbar
and Chessie Crowe
Book Reviewers — RJ Heller
and Catherine Lee
Contributing Artist — Jerome Andrews
Cartoonist — Luke Webb
Cooking Columnist — Jack Sivertson
Member of

Maine Press Association
New England Press Association

While spring has reached Downeast,
many residents are wondering what the
summer season will look like this year,
with the need for social distancing and the
14-day self-quarantine requirement for
visitors to the state still in place, making
the normal tourist season likely to be very
different, or, at the very least, shorter.

Franklin D. Roosevelt once said,
“When you come to the end of your rope,
tie a knot and hang on.”
In the absence of organized Memorial
Day observances this year, it is a good
time to reach out and remind veterans their
sacrifices are appreciated.

HOMEWARD BOUND
From out the blue of Fundy waters
Rise the cliffs of Grand Manan,
Grim they look and all forbidding,
Steep and challenging to man.
There is beauty in those shadows,
White gulls dip and swoop and soar,
Making nests in lonely places,
Signs of herring searching for.
Ah! the whistle shrills its blast out,
Now we’re sailing close to shore,
There’s the lighthouse, gaily painted,
Boon to boatmen evermore.
Soon the sharp and tangy sea smell
Makes your very nostrils flare,
At the wharf the screaming seagulls
Search the shore for daily fare.
If by chance it was your fortune
To be bom on Grand Manan,
Chances are you think there’s no place
Better for the home of man.
F. Richardson
Grand Manan

Thought for a fortnight
I’m drinkin’ wine and mendin’ twine,
and I won’t be home till the sun don’t shine.
The Spokesfish
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MAILBOAT REX IV
REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION
ON CALAIS COUNCIL STATEMENT
To the editor:
The following letter is addressed to the
mayor and councillors of the City of Cal
ais.
When the nation’s governors started is
suing stay-at-home orders in March, many
Americans were surprised to discover that
governors had the ability to do so. Those
on the council are not the only ones who
have questioned the constitutionality of
orders requiring citizens to close business
es, practice social distancing, work from
home, wear masks and quarantine them
selves under certain circumstances.
Nor are members of the council alone
in wanting life to return to normal. Many
Mainers are already facing tough choices
because of temporary and permanent lay
offs. Those lucky enough to still have jobs
are nevertheless separated from loved ones
and friends, missing the level of human
contact that has been part of our way of
life in the United States up until now.
We also recognize that it’s easier to of
fer opinions and ask questions than it is to
lead, and we respect your willingness to
accept the responsibilities you now have
as city councillors. We have tried to keep
that in mind as we considered this request
for clarification.
All of this is to say that we understand
at least part of what motivated [the May
14] statement by the council, namely that
the citizens and taxpayers of Calais do
“not have a problem if any private-sector
business wants to open up in this commu
nity and earn a living to support their fam
ily-”
Council members have also said on the
record things like “[COVID-19] is less le
thal than the flu we get every year.” Re
gardless of the council’s intent, these
statements have been interpreted by both
critics and supporters as a rejection of the
state’s authority to issue executive orders,
as well as its authority to require COVID19 safety standards.
Even if concerns about the constitution
ality of COVID-19-related executive or
ders are eventually found to be partially or
entirely correct, the council may not have
considered all of its statements’ potential
implications for the city and for yourselves
as individuals. We respectfully ask for an
swers to the following questions.
The statement was not on the agenda
for [the May 14] council meeting in any
recognizable way. What efforts were made
to notify all of the citizens and taxpayers
that a statement like this was being con
sidered?
Why weren’t the citizens and taxpayers
of Calais permitted to offer input before
the council made such a controversial
statement on their behalf?
Does [the May 14] vote constitute a vi
olation of public notice laws and council
policy about same-meeting actions?
Did the council consult with the city’s
attorney before issuing the statement?
Is legal counsel willing to state publicly
and in writing that the motion and other
statements have not opened the city or
individual councillors to liability in civil
or criminal court?
Was the statement intended as instruc
tions to Calais police and other officials to
ignore violations of the state executive or
ders and health recommendations? If so,
under what legal authority can a munici
pality overrule state law?
Ordinarily, questions about constitu
tionality are settled by the appropriate
courts. Why were these concerns not pur
sued through the courts instead of issuing
the statement?
The executive orders on COVID-19
were issued in reference to the laws of the
State of Maine. What makes a Wisconsin
Supreme Court decision about Wisconsin

state law a justification for Calais to reject
Maine law?
Part of the justification for the state
ment was a dismissal of concerns about
the lethality of COVID-19. What experts
or papers on epidemiology did individual
councillors consult before making state
ments on the record such that COVID-19
is “something that is less lethal than the
flu that we get every year?”
These are not rhetorical questions, and
we hope the council will answer them. If
there are no answers, we urge council
members to withdraw the statement and
correct the record regarding the lethality
of COVID-19 according to the U.S. and
Maine Center for Disease Control.
Regardless of how the council re
sponds, and regardless of what individual
councillors may believe about the author
ity of the state, the Calais City Council
still has an obligation to make it clear:
you represent the entire city and not just
those who approve of statement. If you
believe that is true, we ask that you dem
onstrate that by publicly acknowledging
that everyone is eager for things to open
up at the right time, and that those who
choose to put each other’s safety first are
not being disloyal or naive. Please make it
clear through your actions and your words
that you understand it’s a worthwhile act
of sacrifice to wear a mask in public and
to practice physical distancing. You can
keep the citizens of Calais safer if you
clearly and repeatedly urge everyone to
take these safety precautions voluntarily,
even if the city won’t honor the executive
orders that require it.
Joyce Maker
Rep. Anne Perry
Charlie McAlpin
Peggy Bayliss
Sarah Bayliss
Laura Chadwick
Calais
OUTDOOR MARKET IDEA
FOR EASTPORT
To the editor:
Experts tell us that going outside is
healthy these days. If we are somewhere
where there are others we should keep our
distance and keep masked.
So for this summer, July and August,
let’s close off Water Street from up to the
port authority parking area down to the
library - Key Street. This is much like we
have been doing for many years during
festivals.
Turn all this new found space, the street
and the wharves, into a properly spaced
outdoor market. Include places to eat and
bring out the tables, places for beverages,
places for art, places for farm stands and
places for anyone else with something to
sell or propagate.
Advertise far and wide: “Vacation for a
Day in Eastport” with very little risk.
Walk and partake around our picturesque
town and avail yourself of nature at such
places as Shackford Head, Gleason’s
Point, Reversing Falls and Sipp’s Bay.
Then, if it works, hope Sipayik does the
same, perhaps at Split Rock.
Pierre Woog
Eastport
MAINE SHOULD END
BEAR FEEDING PROGRAM
To the editor:
The people of Maine now have an op
portunity to try to resolve the bear debate
by ending Maine’s bear feeding program.
Since 2004, the Maine Department of In
land Fisheries and Wildlife (DIFW) has
falsely claimed that bears must be fed in
order to kill them to control their popula
tion. Since 2004, Maine’s state-endorsed
feeding program has exploded the bear
population from some 23,000 bears to an
estimated 45,000. It continues growing by
some 2% to 4% annually.

Maine’s bear population exceeds the
natural carrying capacity by approximate
ly 10,000 animals. DIFW’s solution is to
grow the bear hunting industry and its own
coffers by increasing both the feeding of
bears and the “bag” limits for bear hunt
ers.
Feeding bears produces more bears.
This is the science. The science-based, re
sponsible solution is to end Maine’s bear
feeding program.
I have submitted a petition for a rule
change to phase out Maine’s bear feeding
program over a 10-year period. This
would give bears and the bear hunting
industry time to adapt to the “new nor
mal” in which bears would go back to
being bears and hunters would go back to
being hunters.
The proposed rule change would still
allow food to be used as a scent bait but
would gradually eliminate the feeding of
bears and the negative consequences, in
cluding increased cub production and reli
ance on human foods.
No one wants another expensive bear
referendum. Unfortunately, DIFW and the
bear hunting industry refuse to even con
sider any form of compromise. DIFW’s
mismanagement of the public’s bears must
be addressed. The public has until June 5
to send comments to DIFW in response to

the proposed rule change. For more infor
mation, to get a copy of the proposed rule
or to submit comments, please e-mail
<Becky.Orff@maine.gov> and refer to
Chapter 16.09 Bear Feeding Petition.
John M. Glowa Sr.
South China
A MARVELOUS NEWSPAPER
To the editor:
I have to give you well deserved kudos
for the fine job you do at The Quoddy
Tides. [It is a] marvelous newspaper, and I
sure appreciate being on your mailing list
for the past few years.
As a fellow publisher, I can appreciate
all the time spent in not only organizing
the layout of your paper but the detailed
efforts you put forth in researching many
of the articles. The recent story about Bill
Kendall and his Perry farmhouse was so
interesting. I generally browse through the
paper a couple times, but with all the free
time we have now - with the virus con
cerns - I read the April 24 issue pretty
much cover to cover.
Keep up the great work, Edward, and
thanks for all you do for Washington
County!
G. Pierre Dumont Sr.
Roque Bluffs
and Tucson, Ariz.

GUEST COLUMN
Getting through the pandemic
by Rep. Anne Perry
In the past weeks, we’ve seen small
shifts towards normalcy. The sun has
come out, and the spring flowers have
started to bloom. We’ve seen consistently
lower numbers of COVID-19 cases, which
suggests Maine is successfully flattening
the curve, especially compared to some
other states.
And some of the pandemic response
protocols have been loosened. We are not
out of the woods yet, but we can see some
light. Still, as we continue to navigate this
unusual time, I wanted to share some up
dates and resources that may be helpful to
you.
All of us are worried about the toll our
COVID-19 response is taking on our
economy. To help the state reopen as soon
as it is safe to do so, Governor Janet Mills
announced a set of guiding principles and
a phased approach that will allow her, with
the help of medical professionals and busi
ness owners, to facilitate our reopening.
As of May 1, the “Stay Healthy at Home”
order has been replaced by the “Stay Safer
at Home” order. This order outlines a four
stage plan to reopen Maine’s economy,
opening more and more kinds of busi
nesses over time, expanding limits on
group sizes and slowly lifting social dis
tancing guidelines as health conditions al
low.
More details can be found at the web
site <www.maine.gov/covidl9/restartingmaine>.
It is important to note that the plan to
reopen Maine’s economy is not set in
stone. Governor Mills has stressed that as
the public health situation changes, and as
we develop better solutions for the econo
my, the plan could change and the time
line could be shortened or extended. As
part of that, the Department of Economic
and Community Development, which is
leading the plan to restart Maine’s econo
my, has opened an online portal for Main
ers to submit their ideas for how to
improve our reopening plan. The gover
nor has also convened an economic re
covery committee that has 37 members
representing business, community leaders,
workers and lawmakers. This group will

report back on the economic impacts of
the pandemic and make policy recommen
dations for getting the state back on track.
This feedback, along with continued con
sultation with medical experts and busi
ness leaders, will help shift the plan into a
strategy that works for as many Mainers
as possible.
A major part of our local economy is
tourism. As we get closer to summer, we
are thinking about how central tourism is,
and we need to figure out how to support
the industry through what will most cer
tainly be a shortened and slower season.
In 2018, 37 million people visited Maine.
Those guests added $610 million to our
state tax base and were responsible for
$2.6 billion going directly to workers. As
we operate on a much smaller scale, our
towns and the bars, restaurants, hotels,
shops and more that rely on our visitors
will be hard-pressed to come out of this
crisis. I am working to ensure there are
specific regional and statewide discus
sions to address problems faced by the
tourism industry.
Although we are still asked to stay
home as much as possible, there is more
flexibility to travel to some of Maine’s
beautiful places to enjoy the outdoors. Our
May weather has been getting warmer,
and I encourage everyone to get outside,
while still staying six feet apart from those
around you. Visit one of Maine’s many
trails, take a walk on the beach or go fish
ing. While some of our coastal state parks
remain closed, many are open for you to
visit.
I am proud of our state’s detailed re
sponse to COVID-19 and our collabora
tive adherence to each mandate. It’s our
teamwork that has kept Maine’s numbers
so low. I am grateful to be a part of that
team and am here to help when you need
it. I am available at 287-1430 or at
<anne.perry@legislature.maine.gov>. If
we keep working together, we will get
through the rest of this public health cri
sis.
(Rep. Anne Perry of Calais, a retired
family nurse practitioner, is serving her
sixth non-consecutive term in the Maine
House.)
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Random Thoughts

Love of common birds and people

Reading Dickens in these trying times

The Lord must love common-looking
people; / He made so many of them. attributed to Abraham Lincoln, 18091865.
Natural events - We are cheered by re
turning songbirds, even if they are of the
most common varieties. When a dozen
goldfinches mob the feeders and spangle
the surrounding trees with yellow while
waiting their turns, it is a delight to the
heart, never mind that goldfinches are nu
merous everywhere. When crows drop in
for popcorn, we watch them with wonder
for their sociability, for their cleverness
and simply for their pure and shimmering
blackness, no matter that they are one of
the most widespread birds on Earth. When
robins come a’worming, we watch them
with pleasure as they cock their heads,
bob and bend and draw a wiggling worm
from the ground. Even squabbling
seagulls deserve a measure of respect for
their stately elegance: their smart gray and
white uniforms - impeccably clean de
spite all the garbage they eat - their bright
yellow beaks with a brilliant red spot, their
arrogant and withering gaze, their trum
peting call and their grand wingspread and
gliding flight. If gulls were not so numer
ous, Audubon’s apostles would come
from all over just to observe them, but
alas, there are so many seagulls. Serious
birders, it seems, must look for the more
charismatic species, the endlessly confus
ing warblers, the rare thrushes and wrens
and finches, the once-in-a-lifetime sight
ings. Still, the Lord must love common
birds, too, because there are so many of
them. Never mind the celebrity songbirds.
We wouldn’t trade one single bright and
flittering goldfinch for six pallid Black
burnian warblers.
Field and forest report - Shadbush,
Amelanchier spp, also called juneberry,
serviceberry and high-bush blueberry,
comes into bloom about now with its deli
cate white star-shaped blossoms on a cop
per background. This common shrub has
served for thousands of years as a wilder
ness food. The first people dried the ber
ries and pounded them together with
venison to make pemmican, which would
keep unspoiled for months and provide
protein and energy while on the trail. Also

coming into bloom are various types of
wild cherry including wild black cherry,
Prunus serotina, and chokecherry, Prunus
virginiana. Note that chokecherry can be
poisonous to browsing animals.
Saltwater report - How is it that a Maine
lobsterman is featured in Solutions, the
spring 2020 newsletter of the Environmen
tal Defense Fund? When Bob Baines takes
his 42-foot lobster boat Thrasher out into
the Muscle Ridge Channel in southwest
Penobscot Bay he may not be checking
his traps. He may be checking his crops.
Baines is farming sugar kelp to feed a
growing market for locally grown and pro
duced seaweed in New England and be
yond. With lobsters moving north because
of warming waters, seaweed fanning can
supplement income and provide a much
needed payback in late winter and into
spring. “If I can make this work” says
Baines, “then other younger guys can also
do it.” Eat your kelp, Johnny!
Rank opinion - The corruption that has
insinuated itself ever more deeply into our
federal government is more appallingly
obvious every day. We are now seeing that
large parts of the taxpayer-funded virus
relief bail-outs are going to the same peo
ple who are funding election campaigns
across the country, large corporations, real
estate magnates - like the president him
self - investment houses and the like.
Meanwhile the ordinary people who do
the real hard work that keeps the economy
running are getting the short end of the
stick again. The president’s insistence that
we all go back to work now, even when
his public health advisers warn against it,
highlights the truth that the present econo
my is designed to serve the wealthy and
powerful, not those who actually do the
work.
Seedpods to carry around - John Boyle
O’Reilly, 1844-1890: It has always been
the aim of royalty and aristocracy to lower
the individual liberty and independence of
the common people. A baron and a min
uteman could not breathe the same air.
Abraham Lincoln: Nearly all men can
stand adversity, but if you want to test a
man’s character, give him power.
(All rights reserved, 1992-2020, by Rob
McCall, publisher.)

by RJ Heller
Given the current homebound life,
some have taken to filling time with all
those things they wanted to get to but nev
er did. For many, that means time is filled
with personal endeavors rather than those
once shared with others.
Books are being opened now more than
before. The TV is perpetually on - not
just for the programming but also perhaps
to provide another voice throughout the
day. And music, well, it is always playing
in my house.
When I finally got around to reading
Dickens, I was impressed and admittedly
jealous of his mastery of character devel
opment, pervasive use of detail and the
many jabs he took at societal institutions.
The commentary and actions by the myri
ad of characters inhabiting a Dickens nov
el are both layered and bold. They are also
very real. The dialogue, imbued with truth
and feeling, can calm a reader’s soul, es
pecially given our “new” way about life.
For me, reading for pleasure came late
in life. When I was young, I usually found
myself not with a book but outside play
ing. I was always in the neighborhood
with my friends concocting schemes in
play or sport. In retrospect, all of it would
have been perfect fodder for Dickens to
craft an episodic tale around.
Our times and what we are feeling can
be found in Dickens. More importantly,
too, is the fact that whatever life throws at
one undoubtedly it has been thrown at a
protagonist in a Dickens story. And, from
those same pages, goodness does prevail
while the magisterial uncertainty of life
plays out in tiny bits and pieces of breath.
The writer John Irving knew he wanted
to be a writer at the age of 14 after reading
Great Expectations. Irving’s sweeping
narratives find mismatched, odd and
quirky personalities inhabiting all of his
novels, too. Irving points to Dickens’ abil
ity to feel what he places onto the page.
“Dickens is not an analyst; his writing is
not analytical - although it can be didac
tic. His genius is descriptive; he can de
scribe a thing so vividly - and so
influentially - that no one can look at that
thing in the same way again.”
In Victorian times certain stories were
serialized, allowing writers the opportuni
ty to fully express a character’s develop
ment and interactions. Pieces of the story
would then be rationed. Dickens was a
master at this, with some of his early
works dispensed to the public that way.

According to Irving, Dickens would have
been a great screenwriter.
It’s how life is for us right now during
these scary times. Every morning statis
tics are doled out - the good and the bad and then we move on, finding something
to occupy the rest of our day while wait
ing for the next round of news.
We are like Oliver Twist - thrust into
something not wanted, yet made stronger
by the experience of it all. “Although the
happiness and delight of my life lie buried
there, too, I have not made a coffin of my
heart and sealed it up forever on my best
affections. Deep affliction has only made
them stronger; it ought, I think, for it
should refine our nature. - Oliver Twist
We are like David Copperfield, looking
to persevere and ultimately come out
whole on the other side. We are writing
our story as a nation, and as a world at
large, knowing deep down it will all be
OK. “Whether I shall turn out to be the
hero of my own life, or whether that sta
tion will be held by anybody else, these
pages must show.” - David Copperfield
And I think if Dickens were here now,
living in this COVID-19 world, he would
both on the page and out loud - along
with a full-throated chorus of humanity thumb his nose and shout “bah humbug”
- all while reminding people to keep our
sights turned towards the light while gain
ing strength in everything we do, togeth
er. “There are dark shadows on the Earth,
but its lights are stronger in the contrast.”
- The Pickwick Papers
Dickens would look and see the won
derful responses by people from all walks
of life to support one another and again
remind us that instead of focusing on the
bad we would be better served to always
seek out the things that make us smile and
laugh. “It is a fair, even-handed, noble
adjustment of things, that while there is
infection in disease and sorrow, there is
nothing in the world so irresistibly conta
gious as laughter and good-humor.” - A
Christmas Carol
Today we live in a world of opposites.
We feel fear, yet we see bravery. We feel
sadness, yet we see kindness. These are
the best of times and the worst. I am un
certain whether Dickens knew exactly
where he was going with every story’s
beginning, but as we continue forward
with this crisis, in the end I believe we
will find ourselves - as did Twist, Cop
perfield and even Scrooge - much more
hopeful and empathetic.

Know Your Rights
Questions about MaineCare Estate Recovery

M Water St. Eastport • 207-853-WACO (9226)

''
loer welcomes
all our loyal customers and friends
to the opening on Monday, June 1,
for 1
anc
h.
Hours are 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Please note that the WaCo Diner will be abiding by the state’s
mandated rules. Check our Facebook page for the latest updates.
DINNERS COMING SOON!

Good luck to all!
From Bob and the crew

Pine Tree Legal Assistance Inc. is a
nonprofit law firm dedicated to providing
free representation to low-income Mainers.
This column is provided by Machias staff
attorney Ross Argir, who can be reached at
552-3102 or <rargir@ptla.org>. If you
have questions you would like to see poten
tially answered here, please email Argir.
I have heard that the state might take
my house after I pass away if I received
nursing home care or have received Main
eCare. Is that true?
Maybe. MaineCare Estate Recovery is
a program administered by the Depart
ment of Health and Human Services that
seeks to collect reimbursement for certain
types of expenses paid by the Department
on behalf of a person while that person
was alive.
There are two major categories of bene
fits paid that Estate Recovery may seek to

recoup. The first category is MaineCare
benefits that are paid after a recipient turns
55. The second category is chronic care
MaineCare benefits, such as nursing home
care.
Though certain assets may be exempt
during the lifetime of a recipient of bene
fits, once a recipient passes away, Estate
Recovery can pursue some of these assets
regardless of what a person’s will or other
estate planning device says. However,
there are some assets that remain exempt.
Notably, real property owned as joint
tenants with a right of survivorship, where
another person automatically becomes the
sole owner of the property, is exempt from
collection by Estate Recovery. The rules
surrounding MaineCare Estate Recovery
and eligibility are complicated, and an at
torney should be consulted before any
MaineCare planning is done.
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Backyard Gardener

j What’s Cookin' S

Hardening off seedlings and plants
by Jo Tilley
The end of May is the time to be hard
ening off seedlings and plants intended
for outdoor planting in our region, wheth
er in the ground or in pots. Our southern
facing windowsills are crowded with
seedling tomatoes, basil and pumpkins,
all started from seed back in mid-April
and early May in order to get a jump start
on the growing season once planted out
side. We also have a number of indoor
potted plants, including some citrus and
rosemary, that live outside for the sum
mer. They receive the same hardening off
treatment as our seedlings and have
proved just as susceptible to leaf shock
and bum as seedlings if rushed.
Whether the seedlings were started at
home or bought at a nursery or plant sale,
they’ve most likely been living a sheltered
life on windowsills and in greenhouses.
Planting them in the ground or outdoor
pots without an adjustment period often
causes shock that can stunt growth and
even kill the plants. Thus the hardening
off cycle.
We start a week before we’re ready to
plant in the ground, and since we usually
plant right around the end of May or be
ginning of June, we’re getting ready. We
have two cold frames that we use for some
of our plants. They rest in between our
newly seeded lettuce crop, which never
seems to mind this five-day companion
ship. By the time the cold frame is emp
tied of pots, the lettuce is just starting to
sprout and relishes the sudden roominess.
Our cold frame is such that we can either
swaddle the plants inside with additional
row cover if the temperatures are colder
than normal, or we can take the top off if
too warm. On sunny days we usually open
the lid about four inches to allow for air
circulation.
There are times when our cold frames
don’t provide enough space and we have
to go with other methods. It may be that
you have the same situation or don’t have
cold frames. We place our seedlings in a
shallow box or tray that we don’t mind
getting dirty and place it outside in the
shade and away from wind. We’ve placed
plants against our home’s south-facing
wall behind garden furniture and within
easy reach. We’ve also placed them in the
shade of our grape arbor. If you’ve been
observing how weather patterns shape the
maintenance of your house and garden,
you’ll have a good idea of where wind

tends to whip around comers, where rain
can flatten delicate plants and where sun
can prove too strong for seedlings but will
be just right for stronger plants in mid
season.
When you’re ready to start the harden
ing off process, keep a scrap of paper at
hand for notes on day and length of time
the plants are outside. Start putting them
out on the first day in the morning for
about an hour then bring back inside. The
second day start at the same time but keep
them out for two hours before returning
them inside. Assess how they’re taking
their new situation in life. If the leaves are
wilting from too much sun, wind or cold
temperatures, then they need a more shel
tered spot. If the leaves are upright, plump
and happy, then you’ve found the right
training wheels and they’re ready for a
longer stretch on day three. Assess their
health every day and continue to add more
time, being sure to water when needed,
until the plants are ready for their first
overnight party away from home. Once
that five-day or so happy event has taken
place, it’s time for planting. Of course
Downeast weather always has to be con
sidered in all of these deliberations, be
cause the one thing we can predict about
the weather is that it’s unpredictable.
Now that your plants are ready for
planting, there are a few more steps to
consider. Wait for a day that is overcast or
wait for late afternoon where no rain or
winds are forecast for the overnight and
next day. Even with hardening off, plants
will still feel a shock going into their new
location. Tomatoes and other nightshade
family members such as eggplant and pep
pers can always use an extra layer of pro
tection when planted. Cages used to keep
such plants growing upright are useful
frames for wrapping each plant with row
cover or even plastic held in place with
old clothespins. We’ve seen many a
Downeaster creating little A-frame houses
over their tomato plants using old and un
treated cedar shingles before the cages are
put in place. One ingenious gardener on
YouTube collects old metal frames from
lampshades and uses those as frames to
hold protective cloth around the plants.
After a week or two with the plant leaves
upright and happy and the temperatures
warmed up at night, the extra protection
can be removed, and your plants will re
ward you with that sudden growth that
happens in what seems a blink of the eye.

SPRING AT LAST
by Nettie Thurston
What are the signs that spring has ar
rived? Is it the ponds and lakes becoming
free from ice - maybe - the yellowing of
the forsythia or perhaps the pencil-thin
asparagus at the supermarket? All are
good indicators, but for me it is lamb,
spring lamb.
I know that lamb can be a bit pricey,
but for that special occasion it’s nice to
have a super recipe to fall back on. Now
you’ll have two.
LAMB SHANKS SURPRISE
4-5 lamb shanks
1 can beef consomme
1 cup red wine
1 cup water
4 oz. white mushrooms, chopped
1 large onion, chopped
2 cloves crushed garlic, minced
2 celery stalks, chopped
2 cups carrots, sliced
1 15 oz. can diced tomatoes
2 cups turnips, diced
1 cup white pearl onions
1 tsp. dry herbs de province
Salt and pepper
Preheat oven to 325°F. Salt and pepper
the shanks heavily. Place the meat, mush
rooms, chopped onions, tomatoes, celery
and one cup of sliced carrots on a broiler
pan. Broil the meat and vegetables, turn
ing them until browned all over, about 10
minutes. Place the meat and roasted vege
tables into a large, heavy Dutch oven or
deep oven-proof casserole; add the con
somme, wine, garlic and a little water.
Adjust the liquid to come up half way on
the meat. Bring to a simmer, cover and
place in a preheated 325°F oven for three
hours. After the first hour, baste the meat.
After the second hour, baste again and
add all the remaining ingredients. When
the brazing is finished, remove the shanks
from the pan. Separate the meat from the
bones, return it to the vegetables and
serve.
Add a side salad and crusty bread, and
you have a hearty, delicious braised lamb

Wailab'6
VISA

OPENING FOR THE SEASON JUNE 1

Frequent Diner Program • Daily Specials
Open Monday - Saturday from 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
144 River Road, Calais, Maine 04619

(207) 952-5181
check out the full menu online
www.stcroixsnackshack.com
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dinner. If there is any remaining stew, the
next day - sure - roughly puree with a
stick blender or food processor and serve
as meat gravy over pasta or rice.

MOM’S LAMB SHANKS DELUXE
This recipe is a bit daunting, but, as the
old saying goes, the end more than justi
fies the means.
5-6 lamb shanks
3 tbls. plus 1/4 cup olive oil
2 celery ribs
1 carrot, chopped
1 onion, chopped
1/3 cup tomato paste
1/4 tsp. thyme
1 bay leaf
8 pepper coms
3 anchovy fillets
1 whole head of garlic, cut crosswise
2 cups red wine
1 cup white wine
1/3 cup vinegar
1 tsp. sugar
2 cups beef broth
2 cups chicken broth
Salt and pepper
Season the lamb liberally with salt and
pepper, and brown the shanks on medi
um-high heat in a saute pan in 1/4 cup of
olive oil. Using the same pan, saute the
celery, onions and carrots in three table
spoons of olive oil for about 10 minutes.
Add the tomato paste, thyme, bay leaf,
peppercorns, anchovies and garlic and
saute for three minutes. Next add the
wines, vinegar and sugar. Raise the heat
and bring to a boil, then lower the heat,
add the broths and cook for another 15
minutes.
Transfer the shanks to a roasting pan,
pour the braising liquid over the lamb,
then cover with aluminum foil and cook
in a 325°F preheated oven for one hour.
Remove the foil and cook for two and a
half to three hours more, turning every
half hour. The meat will be very soft.
Remove the shanks from the liquid,
strain the sauce, skim the fat and serve
with a white bean puree.

THE NEW FRIENDLY
RESTAURANT
Route 1, Perry, Maine • Tel. 853-6610

TAKE-OUT AND CURBSIDE WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY, 12-6

Serving your favorite Filet Mignon, Salmon,
Shrimp & Haddock dishes
Open 7 days a week from 4 to 8 p.m. for take-out.
Be safe. Call our number.
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SAVING ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS from this Eastport home in South End is Joyce
Jackson of the Perry-based restoration company fineartistmade. Jackson and her hus
band and business partner, Patrick Mealey, were invited by the building’s new owner to
salvage as much as possible before the house is demolished. Jackson and Mealey have
found a wealth of distinct and handmade moldings and other finish carpentry work.
Doing a little research, they found that the building once belonged to the carpenter John
Alexander Howard, who was born in Gagetown, N.B., in 1853. Howard married Harriet
Ann Barnes in Eastport in 1883 and purchased the property from Isabella Hawkes around
1885. Isabella was the wife of Andrew Mckinness Nichols Hawkes. The Howards raised
three children in their South End home: Fred, Edith and Gladys. (Lora Whelan photo)

Virtual Pride celebration set for June 13
by Lora Whelan
The Downeast Rainbow Alliance will
be holding a virtual celebration, Downeast
Pride, on Saturday, June 13, instead of its
annual festival. In the hope that late sum
mer may find conditions more amendable
to an in-person festival, the alliance is re
serving September 5 as a possible date for
events in Eastport.
Kathleen Dunbar, is who coordinating
the event with Anne Hopkins, explains
that the alliance has been holding the fes
tival “because we saw an absence of visi
bility for the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer (LGBTQ) commu
nity, especially in Washington County.”
Gay Pride events are traditionally held in
June to recognize and commemorate the
Stonewall riots that happened in 1969 in
New York City and were considered the
birth of the modern LGBTQ movement.
Alliance events on June 13 will include
an inter-generational craft time, a perfor
mance presented by a duo from the

Downeast band Beach Trash, a short
“craft-along” and a story-time for youth
of all ages. Events are for the LGBTQ
community and allies.
In addition, Eastport’s ArtWalk project
is getting in on the act. Organizers Joan
Lowden and Anne Hopkins brainstormed
at one of their weekly meetings and came
up with the idea. Lowden says, “For Pride
month, Eastport ArtWalk window gallery
curators will be encouraged to include
something in their window display to sup
port Pride. ArtWalk will supply a Pride
graphic to display, and curators can add
their own Pride-themed art - it could be as
simple as a rainbow piece or an entire
display devoted to Pride.” The ArtWalk
project encourages residents to engage in
healthful outdoor walking while maintain
ing safe physical distancing with the add
ed benefit of seeing artwork in the
windows of homes and businesses.
For information, visit the Downeast
Rainbow Alliance Facebook page.

A Letter to our Community
Recently, the Vestry (governing body) of Christ Epis
copal Church thoughtfully and prayerfully discussed
how and when to reopen our church buildings, which
include the New to You Thrift Shop. We recognized
the desire, perhaps even the need, to reopen but decid
ed that now is not yet the time. We reached this deci
sion with genuine concern for the safety of our
members and patrons, recognizing that we live in a
vulnerable community during this time of COVID-19.
The Vestry agreed to revisit the decision at its regular
meeting in early June. Some will surely disagree with
our position, and indeed it was not unanimous within
our group; but it was based on the sincere wish for the
continued welfare of our community.
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by Sharon Cook & Marie Holmes
_______ Tel. 853-4806 or 853-4346

MEMORIAL DAY
While there will not be a Memorial Day
ceremony at Shead High School in East
port this year, because of the pandemic
restrictions, residents are urged to fly the
U.S. flag and observe the holiday by re
membering and honoring military person
nel who died while serving in the U.S.
armed forces. The United Veterans Honor
Guard of Washington County will con
duct a short ceremony on the waterfront
behind the Wa-Co Diner at 11 a.m. on
Monday, May 25. Anyone attending
should observe social distancing and wear
a mask.
Flags will be placed on the graves of
veterans in Hillside and Bayside cemeter
ies.

24, and Sunday, May 31. Services are at
9:30 a.m. If you would like to receive a
Zoom invitation, contact her at
<Rutledge6046 @ roadrunner .com>.

CHRIST CHURCH
The Rev. Lynn Rutledge will lead
morning prayer on Zoom on Sunday, May

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
The congregation is planning for the
time when the membership can physically
gather for worship service. In the mean
time, anyone may utilize the United
Church of Christ website, <ucc.org>, to
find resources for independent study and
devotion. Viewing the “Daily Devotion
al” tab will provide a scripture reading
and short reflection for each day, while
the “Sermon Seeds” tab gives several
scripture readings from the common lectionary with an in-depth reflection on one
or more of those scriptures.
Correspondence for the church may be
sent to Central Congregational Church,
PO Box 176, Eastport, ME 04631.

Peavey library expands patron services
Peavey Memorial Library in Eastport,
which has been closed since March 16
due to COVID-19, will begin to incre
mentally expand patron services. Starting
on Monday, June 1, the library’s book
drop will be reopened. Patrons are asked
to begin returning all materials to the book
drop at that time, with the goal of receiv
ing all outstanding items by June 14.
All returning materials will be placed in
quarantine and sanitized before they are
reshelved. Given the large volume of re
turns expected, it is possible patrons may

Library, TIAAA win
preservation grants
Maine Preservation, in partnership with
the 1772 Foundation, has announced the
final recipients of a new historic preserva
tion grant program for Maine.
Among the recipients are the Eastport
Public Library Association, which re
ceived $10,000 for the Peavey Memorial
Library restoration work; and the Tides
Institute & Museum of Art, which re
ceived $10,000 for work on the Masonic
block in Eastport.
Maine Preservation is the statewide,
nonprofit organization that promotes and
preserves historic places, buildings, down
towns and neighborhoods, strengthening
the cultural and economic vitality of com
munities; and the 1772 Foundation, which
is based in Providence, R.I., plays a lead
ing role in promoting historic preserva
tion nationwide.

SAY YOU SAW IT
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find the book drop to be at capacity. If this
is the case, patrons are asked not to leave
items outside, but to come back and try
again.
No overdue fines will be assessed dur
ing the period of March 16 through June
14. On Monday, June 15, the library will
begin to offer curbside circulation service.
Curbside pickup will be available on Mon
day, Wednesday and Friday from 1 to 4
p.m.
Patrons must request materials in ad
vance, and items reserved by noon on a
delivery day may be picked up that day,
assuming availability. Requests may be
made via phone at 853-4021, email at
<peaveymemoriallibrary@yahoo.com>,
or by messaging the library’s Facebook
page. Patrons are asked to provide their
full name and phone number, and a staff
person will assist them.
If anyone does not have a current li
brary card, staff will be happy to register
them for a card over the phone. The li
brary building will remain closed, but this
transitional step will enable patrons to ac
cess the library materials and services
while prioritizing the safety of patrons and
staff.

State police report
for Quoddy area
The report for State Police Troop J in
cludes the following incidents from east
ern Washington County.
On May 11 Sergeant Tim Varney
stopped a pickup for speeding 99 mph on
Rt. 1A in Dedham. As a result, Patrick
Mullen, 50, of East Machias was charged
with operating under the influence, viola
tion of conditions of release and criminal
speed.
On May 13 Trooper Dana Austin
stopped an ATV for a traffic violation on
the Centerville Road in Columbia Falls.
As a result of the investigation, Kaleb
Kenney, 20, of Columbia Falls was sum
monsed for operating after suspension.

Crossword Answers
For all your construction needs
Residential - Commercial - Municipal
Roofing - Metal - Shingles
Kitchens - Additions - Flooring - Siding

The New to You staff has been formulating a work
able plan to reopen when the time comes. We look
forward to that day.

John R Newcomb II

We are holding worship services on Sundays at 9:30
a.m. online using Zoom, and we invite you to join. For
more information, please call 207-214-7548.

newcombconstructiongigmail.eoin
Facebook.com/Newcomb.Constmction
2015 US RT 1 Perry, ME 04667
Serving Downcast Maine since 2004

Free Estimates with 3D Home Design
Fully Insured General Contractor

207-801-1914
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VIETNAM VETERANS REMEMBER EXPERIENCES AND SACRIFICES IN WAR (from page 1)
run” by NVA units, and the company’s
executive officer was killed. Sutherland
recalls some of the Marines who were
there from Maine, including a young man
from South Portland who was killed, and
Bobby Tracy from Calais, who survived,
although a mortar round landed on his
M16 rifle and he ended up getting wound
ed later on. Sutherland says what saved
the company was that “we had a tank right
up in back of us.” When he was on sea
duty in the Mediterranean, he ended up
meeting with the fellow from Cape Cod
who was in the tank.
Later his company was sent back to the
same spot around Washout Bridge when
his company experienced “another horror
story.” They started getting hit by mortar
rounds, “did a hasty 360°” and found there
were at least 250 NVA nearby. “It made
for a long night,” he recalls. The NVA
soldiers would blow their bugles and bang
their mess cans, “trying to psyche us out.”
His fire team leader from the Bronx was
hit by shrapnel, earning his second Purple
Heart. “They were bringing boxes of gre
nades to us. If we heard a sound, we’d
throw a grenade. We didn’t hesitate.”
Looking back at the experience over 50
years later, he can add matter of factly,
“You were scared.” His company then
“called in our artillery,” and half a battal
ion of Marines came the next morning “to
bring us out.”
Sutherland recalls that at one time in
Hotel Company there were just a handful
of soldiers who didn’t have a Purple Heart
from being wounded.
After leaving Vietnam in November
1967, he was later deployed for six months
in the Mediterranean, where they did prac
tice landings, and then went to “Sea
School” and was stationed on the aircraft
carrier Saratoga for 18 months in the
Mediterranean. When the carrier was off
Norfolk, Va., they got word that President
Nixon was coming aboard. Sutherland
was on duty on the bridge, and Nixon
came up on the bridge. “I took out my
camera, and it went click,” and the admi
ral looked like he “wanted to strangle me,”
but Nixon put his arm around the captain
and said it was OK. Sutherland took some
photos, which were then printed in the
Norfolk newspapers, although they were
credited to the Associated Press.
After the Marine Corps, Sutherland
spent five years in the National Guard and
later joined the National Guard combat
engineers, going to leadership school, and
then switched to a naval construction bat
talion. He retired from the U.S. Navy Re
serve as a senior chief.
Looking back on his service, he says
that when he joined the Marines he was
“young and naive. I never had one ounce
of politics in my head. As time goes by,
generations of us do remember it.” But he
fears that younger generations are naive
about or unaware of the war. “When I first
got out of the Marines, I hid the fact that I
was in Vietnam,” but when he was in the
National Guard and Navy Reserve, “I felt
like they understood.”

Wounded in war, living with PTSD
Another area veteran who enlisted in
the Marines when he was 17 is Chuck
Kniffen of Lubec, who joined in 1964 and
served for four years. “When I went over,
I was fully embedded in the Marine Corps.
I had no concept of politics or the morali
ty of it. I think that was true of a lot of
fellows.”
He spent seven months in Vietnam with
Fox Company of the 2nd Battalion, 7th
Marines, and his company took part in the
Battle for the Hills in 1966. Of the war
experience, he relates, “At a certain point,
you just are there. You wait, you go on
patrol and then sometimes there’s a fight.
It’s a very present way of being. You don’t
think about what might happen, you don’t
think about what did happen, and you
don’t think about going home.”

U.S. MARINES holding a hilltop watch B52s from Guam drop their bombs near Con Thien, Vietnam, in September 1967. The
photograph was taken by well-known war photographer David Douglas Duncan. Allan Sutherland says that he is the Marine in the
middle, directly facing and closest to the fire team leader, who is standing. (David Douglas Duncan photo)
At night in a foxhole or while on patrol
one might be afraid - “I guess you call it
terror. It’s like coming in on a helicopter.
When you’re coming in, the fear is palpa
ble. But as soon as you’re out the door,
the fear disappears immediately.”
Kniffen ended up getting wounded dur
ing a firefight that occurred while his
squad was overtaking a mortar position in
the DMZ while going to provide help to a
company that was surrounded. “I call it
bait and switch. The NVA waited until
they felt they can get you. But we snuck
up on them this time, which was rare. We
came up behind them, and we ran in on
them and got into a fray.” Kniffen got
shot in the stomach, and two of his bud
dies were killed. “I was going to lay down
and die,” he says, as he couldn’t move.
“Then I got shot in the leg, and that woke
me up.” He managed to crawl up a hill,
with a flurry of bullets hitting around him
and one of his finger tips being shot off.
He notes, though, “I never felt afraid.” A
machine gunner from West Virginia got
shot five times, and another of his Marine
brothers got shot in the shoulder, which
“shattered his lung,” and he was bleeding
out of the mouth. Both of them lived, but
first they all had to walk about a mile
through the jungle to reach where a heli
copter could land to take them out. “I used
my rifle as a crutch, and I swore more
than I’ve done in my whole life,” Kniffen
relates, able to look back now with some
humor at the near-death experience.
While other veterans, when they re
turned home, “got things thrown at them”
by protestors, Kniffen says he did not en
counter any negativity at his home outside
Groton, Conn. “I rode in the Fourth of
July parade with the mayor” and attended
a couple of dinners honoring veterans.
However, over the years after the war he
engaged in a lot of risky behavior - driv
ing motorcycles at high speeds, kayaking
in all weather, drinking and substance
abuse. “I’d been bouncing all around the
country.” About seven years ago he was
“living in a hovel in Addison. I had my
12-pack of beer and an outhouse. I was
thinking this is good, this is how people
live.” When he nearly got into a gun battle
with a state trooper, he realized he needed
to get help and came to understand he had
been living with post-traumatic stress dis
order (PTSD). “It was a mess. I messed up
my first marriage,” he relates. Of having

PTSD, he notes, “Everything is height
ened.” A task that one might have some
difficulty with, he would have “a ton of
it.” He now attends weekly therapeutic
sessions with a counselor and other com
bat veterans in Machias. “It gives me a
feeling of calm to be there,” he says. “That
presence is reassuring.”
In 2018, Kniffen published Fifty Years
in a Foxhole, an episodic account of vivid
flashbacks and remembrances of his sev
en months in combat and his 50 years
living with undiagnosed PTSD. In the
book’s epilogue, he writes, “The Vietnam
War was a complete betrayal of the young
men and women who fought in it. This
war had no moral, ethical or otherwise
legitimate purpose.” Today he feels wars
“just get people killed” and waste a lot of
money. “I was hoping people would learn
from Vietnam,” he says, but he observes,
“We’re not one step ahead now. We’re
right back at it.”
Honoring those who served
Another Eastporter who served, al
though not in combat, is Richard Mealey,
who enlisted in the U.S. Navy in June
1968, a month before he turned 18. “I was
like all the rest of the kids back then - not
really having any idea what we were get
ting into.” He adds, “I knew I would get
drafted. I had no desire to go to Vietnam.”
He served on the aircraft carrier Inde
pendence, mostly in the Mediterranean, as
a “blue shirt,” handling the aircraft on the
flight deck and getting them ready for
launching. “You learn how to work as a
team,” he says of his time on board. “You
had to be as a team, else you get people
killed. It was very fast-paced on the flight
deck - a very dangerous job actually. But
I was very fortunate not to have to serve
in a combat zone.”
However, he lost friends in the war “like [Eastporter] John Huntley, who’s
still missing, and the young Trott boy from
Perry. He was a Marine and killed in com
bat. I always felt an obligation to those
who served in combat.”
“We stole their souls,” says Mealey of
those who served in Vietnam. “All they
did was what their country asked of them.”
When some soldiers returned home from
Vietnam and were called names by those
protesting the war, “It was demoralizing,”
Mealey says. “It affected them to this day.
Every time I see a Vietnam veteran I say,

‘Welcome home.’ And I teach my grand
children to do this, too.”
While those who protested against the
war may have had good intentions, Mea
ley says, “You hate the war, but you love
your soldier.” He, too, believes war should
only be a last resort and says, “Too many
times it’s political.” Because wars keep
happening over and over, “I try to tell
people, ‘Pay attention. Get an education
so you can challenge people about this
stuff, before we’re sent to another war. If
you don’t know where you’ve been, how
do you know where you’re going?”’
“Some people hate talking about the
Vietnam War, but it’s our truth and it’s
our history.” He notes that some veterans,
like Chuck Kniffen, are fighting PTSD 50
years after the war. “It’s just hitting them
now. Your mind hides it, then it hits you.”
Mealey is a member of a veterans hon
or guard, and as for why it was formed in
the early 1980s, he says, “We knew what
some went through. They gave it their all.
They put themselves out there for our
country. They deserve to be recognized.
And their families - they pay a high price,
sitting at home and hoping they don’t get
that call.”
At first the group was the Passamaquoddy honor guard and then became the
United Veterans Honor Guard of Wash
ington County. “We used to travel all over
the state. We went to Canada a lot. We
covered everywhere.”
“When we show up, we’re local, and
the look on their face is ‘thank you.’ It’s a
closing,” he says of when the honor guard
participates in funerals of veterans. “What
I like to say to the family when it’s finally
over is: ‘We have now performed our duty.
We now pass the torch to you, and it’s
now your duty to pass on to your children
and your grandchildren what your loved
one gave for this country.’” Mealey adds,
“If we don’t pass this on, it happens over
and over. The price is terrible.”
The honor guard’s emblem is: “Keep
ing America’s promise to those who
served.” Of the veterans the honor guard
recognizes at funerals, Mealey observes,
“They earned this rite. They earned this
passage. Some paid a terrible price, and
some wounds today you can’t see.”
Now some of those wounds like PTSD
are finally being healed, and the sacrifices
made by those who served in a controver
sial war are being honored.
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Modified graduation exercises planned

SARAH BARTLETT, Valedictorian

HALLE SULLIVAN, Salutatorian

Shead names Class of 2020 honor parts
Principal Paul L. Theriault has an
nounced the graduation honor parts for
the Class of 2020 at Shead High School in
Eastport. Because of the COVID-19 pan
demic and the closing of public schools in
mid-March, the announcement took place
as a video on Shead’s YouTube channel
as the usual in-person assembly was not
possible.
Valedictorian of the Class of 2020 is
Sarah Bartlett, daughter of Connie Knight
and Chris Bartlett of Eastport. She has
been active in both athletics and the arts
while at Shead, participating in two sea
sons each of soccer, softball and cross
country. For all four of her years at Shead,
Bartlett was a member of the pep band,
the award-winning jazz band and the dra
ma troupe, Shead’s Mixed Nuts. This year,
the play the Mixed Nuts took to the one
act competition, Mercedes’ Circus, was
one Bartlett both wrote and designed. She
plans to attend the University of Southern
Maine with a major in theater and a minor
in ecology.
Salutatorian of the Class of 2020 is
Halle Sullivan, daughter of Sonya and Co
rey Sullivan of Eastport. She is a threeseason athlete who has participated in four
years of soccer and basketball, three years
of softball and two years of tennis. She
served two years in the Shead Student
Senate and has been class president her
junior and senior years. Sullivan was a
Jobs for Maine’s Graduates career associ
ation officer for three years. She has been
accepted at the University of Maine at
Augusta, where she will major in dental
hygiene.
The first honor part is awarded to Elijah
Brice, son of Manuela and Coleman Brice
of Eastport. He is the proprietor of Brice
Boatworks, where he builds Eastporter
skiffs originally designed by the Harris’

To my special Tigerette,
Halle, and to my special
Hornets, Kalin and Skyler CONGRATULATIONS!
Apart but together.
I am so proud of you.
Love,
Nannie/Grammie Dot
To all the 2020 graduates CONGRATULATIONS!

Passamaquoddy Yacht Company. He also
owns an aquaculture operation growing
sugar kelp and blue mussels and has been
lobstering since 2017. All this leaves him
little time to participate in school activi
ties. Brice is also a musician, playing key
boards in local bands. His plans include
continuing to run his businesses with col
lege in the future.
The second honor part goes to George
Mills, son of Merilyn and Barry Mills of
Eastport. Mills has been bass player for
the Shead jazz and pep bands and was a
student DJ on Shead’s radio station,
WSHD-LP, hosting his eclectic show,
“Mood for a Day.” He plans to attend the
University of Maine at Farmington and
major in psychology.
The third honor part is awarded to Jas
on Garnett, son of Susan and Wayne Gar
nett of Dennysville. Garnett has managed
sports teams at Shead and served as the
Shead sports correspondent to The Quoddy Tides. He will be attending Maine Mar
itime Academy in Castine, where he will
study marine transportation operations.
The fourth honor part goes to Cassidee
Lawrence, daughter of Natalie and Pos
Bassett and Ross Lawrence of Perry. She
is a multi-sport athlete, as a four-year
member of the soccer and basketball
teams and a three-year member of the softball team. She will attend Maine Maritime
Academy in Castine with a major in inter
national business and logistics.
Also named during the YouTube video
announcement were Latin honors winners.
Receiving summa cum laude honors are
Sarah Bartlett, Elijah Brice, George Mills
and Halle Sullivan. Receiving magna cum
laude honors are Jason Garnett and
Cassidee Lawrence. Receiving cum laude
honors are Jan Luis Arroyo, Cassandra
Bore, Alyssa Malloch, Kiesha Scott and
Kailyn Socobasin.

Mike MacPhee, Associate Broker
Business: (207) 853-2626
Cell: (207) 952-2001
michaelmacphee@myfairpoint.net

Quoddy Craft Shop
Opens June 1
Come down to 72 Water Street in Eastport to see
the variety of homemade crafts from 45 crafters.
View the working Passamaquoddy Dam model.
Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Sundays.

by Susan Esposito
Protective measures to combat the coro
navirus in Maine and New Brunswick
have resulted in modifications or post
ponement of most of the area graduation
exercises that are traditionally held at
schools in June.
Principal Paul Theriault says plans are
going full steam ahead to hold outdoor
graduation for both the 21 Shead High
School seniors and nine Eastport Elemen
tary School Grade 8 graduates on Satur
day, June 6. “We’re still talking about
details, but the plan is to hold it on the
Battery Field,” Theriault says. “We need
to keep it manageable, as well as under
state guidelines,” he stresses of the cere
mony that will be held on a stage. People
will wear masks, and no more than 50 will
be allowed outside at the same time. “We
will broadcast the graduation on the Shead
YouTube channel as well as Class Day.”
AOS 96 was waiting to hear what other

schools are doing before making a decision
on a date for the Machias area students.
Beatrice Rafferty School Principal Dan
Morang says the seven Grade 8 students
in Pleasant Point will definitely have a
graduation. “We have been following the
governor’s orders, so the possible date has
moved from July to August but now looks
like September,” he says.
Edmunds Consolidated School Princi
pal Trudy Newcomb says, as of April 30,
the decision is to have a graduation cere
mony for the school’s four eighth graders
on Friday, June 5.
Campobello Island Consolidated
School Principal Daphne Carten says a
decision has not been made as to when to
schedule the graduation ceremony for the
six students who will be graduating, “but
we are trying to do something along with
the high school students.” She has spent a
lot of time talking to parents throughout
the process.

SARAH BARTLETT (left) and Katie Bartlett pose with the Shead High School industrial
arts program’s new plasma cutter that is used for cutting metal. Averil Johnson of
Eastport provided Shead shop instructor Richard Clark with information about a possi
ble grant to obtain the Hypertherm Powermax45 X plasma cutter, and Shead senior
Sarah Bartlett wrote and submitted the successful application for the machine. Her
sister Katie is a metal-working student in the shop program who will be using it. The
shop program also was given a Snap-on toolbox and tools that were obtained by shop
volunteer instructor Richard Zierke. (Edward French photo)

School budget's local share to decrease
by Lora Whelan
The Eastport School Department bud
get for fiscal year 2020-2021, as approved
by the school committee at its May 20
meeting, has an increase of $245,073,
bringing the total budget to $2.83 million.
The difference can be found in a number
of places, including regular instruction
with an increase of $26,000; special edu
cation, increasing by $33,600; transporta
tion and buses, increasing by $36,000;
facilities maintenance, increasing by
$46,000; and a number of additional other
expenditure line items ranging from $730
to $86,000. The local share would de
crease by $17,900. The committee used
$400,000 of the school budget’s fund bal
ance forward as revenue to blunt the im
pact of the increase on local taxpayers.
Principal Paul Theriault received sup
port from the committee to pursue “drivein” graduation ceremonies to be held on
Saturday, June 6, at 11 a.m. for seniors and
at 3 p.m. for eighth graders. He is reluctant
to wait for a fall ceremony for fear that the
state might shut down again, leaving the
only option all-virtual. He is still working
on the details of the ceremonies.
The school lunch delivery program will
be ending in the first week in June. Theri
ault was not sure of the exact date yet.
The Shead YouTube channel is proving
popular, with over 800 viewers of a recent
posting of an honors ceremony. The
school will continue to create and post
videos of important moments in student

life such as academic and athletic banquet
awards and class day. Information about
the videos and when they will be posted
may be found at the school’s social media
page.
Theriault explained that teachers and
staff are being proactive about the next
school year. “We want to be ready for the
start.” They are planning based on differ
ent scenarios: in person; in person and
virtual; all virtual. They are researching
platforms such as Blackboard to expand
their teaching and student learning op
tions.
The school committee meetings will
change back to in-person with the June
meeting unless coronavirus cases in the
county or locale require remaining with
the virtual format. Attendees will be re
quired to wear masks and will sit six feet
or more apart. The committee was not sure
if it would meet in the band room or the
gym.
In other business the committee award
ed the heating fuel bid to the only bidder,
Eastern Plumbing & Heating, for the quot
ed price of $1.69 per gallon. There was no
bid for the propane.
Following executive sessions, the com
mittee voted to accept the three-year con
tract with support staff with specified
raises and to return Patriot’s Day to the
list of paid vacations; increase the salary
of Principal Paul Theriault by 2%; and
increase the salary of Assistant Principal
Bobbie Clark to $60,000.
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Ann Bellefleur, Associate Broker
Due East Real Estate
Bay City Garage and Fuels

Betty's Crabmeat
Britani Holloway, Associate
Broker, Berkshire Hathaway

Natalie Altvater

Jan Luis Arroyo

Sarah Bartlett

Cassandra Bore

Elijah Brice

Justine Cheney

Jeremiah Curtis

Tessa Farrell

Tayhia Francis-Stevens

Jason Garnett

Joshua Gaug

Colby Jamieson

Dead River Company
Due East Real Estate

East Bay Seafood

Eastport Breakwater Gallery
Eastport Healthcare Inc.
Eastport Memorial Nursing Home

Eastport Port Authority

Federal Marine Terminals
Kevin Raye, Associate Broker
Due East Real Estate
Lunamuse Fiber Arts

Melissa Small, Associate Broker
Due East Real Estate
Mike MacPhee, Associate Broker
Due East Real Estate
Moose Island Marine

Mousse Island Clipper
Motel East

Mungy Gear

Old Sow Grill
Patara Studio

Pembroke Irving and
Agency Liquor Store

Perry Farmers' Union
Quoddy Bay Lobster

Luke Lane

Cassidee Lawrence

Alyssa Malloch

George Mills

Kiesha Scott

Felicia Smith

William Smith

Kailyn Socobasin

Halle Sullivan

R&M IGA Foodliner
Raye's Mustard Mill
Seaside Stones
Shayna Smart, Sales Agent
Due East Real Estate
Shear Creations
Susan Moore Photography

Sweeties Dog-O-Rama
Sweeties Downeast

The Bazaar Designs by David Oja
the little studio by the bay

The Pet Store

The Quoddy Tides
The Todd House
Tides Institute & Museum of Art

WaCo Diner
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Council eyes sidewalk project cost hike

Governor outlines rural reopening plan

by Lora Whelan
The Eastport City Council had a num
ber of housekeeping issues to attend to at
its May 13 meeting, held virtually via
Zoom. Attendance was healthy at over 50
but quickly settled down to half that when
the public realized that the council would
not be voting on whether or not to provide
a letter of support to the Eastport Port
Authority for the berthing of a “dormant”
cruise ship if all governmental permis
sions are given.
The sale, maintenance and upgrade of
city property took well over an hour to
discuss, with council President Rocky Ar
cher noting that they hadn’t held such a
long council meeting in a year and hoped
that in the future decision making could
proceed at a faster pace.

Governor Janet Mills announced on
May 8 a rural reopening plan aimed at
reopening certain additional businesses in
rural Maine with added health and safety
measures. Under the plan, retail stores and
restaurants were permitted to open to in
store and some dine-in service, respectively
- with enhanced safety precautions - in
counties where community transmission is
not present. Those counties are Aroostook,
Piscataquis, Washington, Hancock, Somer
set, Franklin, Oxford, Kennebec, Waldo,
Knox, Lincoln and Sagadahoc.
Retail stores in these counties were per
mitted to open on May 11 with added
health and safety precautions, including
restricting the number of customers in a
store at one time, enhanced cleaning prac
tices and touch-free transactions whenev
er possible.
Restaurants in these same counties were
permitted to open on May 18 with added
health and safety precautions, including
physically distancing customers, ensuring
employees follow enhanced hygiene and
sanitation practices and controlling cus
tomer flow through reservations whenev
er possible.
Additionally, remote campsites as well
as sporting camps, which provide access
to wilderness activities such as canoeing,
hiking, hunting or fishing, were also per
mitted to open with public health safe
guards in only these same counties on
May 18 to Maine residents or those who
have completed the 14-day quarantine.
In another update, which was issued on
May 19, the administration announced
that Maine residents may enjoy camp
grounds beginning Memorial Day week
end and that the administration is delaying
the full reopening of gyms, fitness centers
and nail salons in light of emerging re-

Infrastructure projects proceed
The sidewalk project started in 2017
with an expected start date of 2021 that
includes parts of High and Key streets has
seen a significant jump in costs, with a
$235,600 increase to $450,126. The city
is expected to pay 20% of the project,
with the Maine Department of Transpor
tation (MDOT) paying the remaining
80%. Along with the project engineer,
there were three MDOT representatives
present who explained that they’re seeing
30% cost increases in all their projects
with construction cost inflation.
However, the project had also had some
additional drainage work added that in
creased the cost. The city was advised of a
number of options, including one that
would reduce the city’s share from 20% to
10%, with the city reducing the scope of
work. City Manager Thomas Hoskins will
work with MDOT, the engineer, public
works and others to explore cost options
associated with different materials, includ
ing some that the city might have on hand,
such as old granite curbing.
The airport stormwater construction
project is proceeding, with the city sign
ing a contract with the engineering firm
Hoyle & Tanner for $115,736 for con
struction phase services. In addition, the
council approved a grant application for
the improvements to the airport stormwa
ter project. There will be no expected costs
to the city for the project other than a
small portion of work by the facility build
ing, Hoskins reported.
The cemetery’s state of upkeep came
under discussion, with Hoskins noting an
increase in gravestone vandalism in Hill
side and Bay side cemeteries. Councillor
Billy Boone, the cemetery committee
council liaison, suggested that the council
hold off on making decisions about how
to proceed, including hiring, until the
committee has met. The committee was

PLEASE PATRONIZE
OUR ADVERTISERS

scheduled to meet on May 18.
Boon has been advocating for the hir
ing of two full-time employees to care for
the cemetery and to move the cemetery
upkeep from public works and back to its
own budgeted department. Archer noted
that full-time employees would also add
the costs of health insurance and other
benefits. Hoskins explained that the bud
get as written has room for one employee
and that the city hasn’t been able to hold
in-person interviews or conduct drug test
ing for the heavy equipment operation. He
asked that if the council wanted to change
the configuration and number of staff,
they would need to advise him to do so.
Bradbury suggested that Hoskins research
whether the work could be contracted out,
which Hoskins agreed to readily.
In other infrastructure news, the city
sewer rate will increase 6% starting with
the July 12 billing. Hoskins noted that the
sewer rate has remained unchanged for 10
years. With a new three-year, $9 million
project, with the city’s share at about $5
million, Hoskins said that the city needs to
start building up its sewer department fund
to pay off the bill when the project is
finished.

Two new food trucks to open
City residents and visitors will enjoy
two new food trucks, with victualer li
censes issued to P&J’s takeout owned by
Polly and Jeff Sullivan at 109 County
Road near Clark Street, and Duende LLC
owned by Holly Pickens, with Mexican
fare at the parking area next to Bay City
Garage.
Two city-owned properties put out to
bid have new owners, with 1 High Street
selling for $4,000 and 35 Adams Street
selling for $6,100. Both bidders are from
Kentucky. The third property put out to
bid, 128 County Road, received no bids
and will be advertised again. The city will
hold a public hearing at its regularly
scheduled Wednesday, June 10, meeting
on the sale of the former Guilford mill
building.
In other action, following an executive
session the council voted in favor of rais
ing Police Chief Peter Harris’ salary to
$50,000 starting July 1.
In preparation of opening city hall to
the public, at an undetermined date at of
yet, Hoskins is getting estimates on safety
glass or plexiglass windows for the
counters. While glass may cost more, he
felt it would stand up to the test of time
better without getting scratched with
cleaning.
Councillors Boone, Peter Small and Ar
cher voted against reappointing Karina
Barnes as the volunteer deputy animal
control officer, with councillors Hailley
Bradbury and Jeanne Peacock in favor.
Tammy Hoche is the city’s animal control
officer, and her contact information may
be found at the city’s website.

search and experiences in other states of
COVID-19 transmission related to these
establishments.
“With low case counts, no evidence of
community transmission and now expand
ed testing capacity, we believe it is appro
priate to gradually lift some limitations on
certain businesses in our rural counties
with health and safety precautions to pro
tect public health,” says Governor Mills.
In announcing these changes, the ad
ministration also released the health and
safety guidance that rural retail stores and
restaurants must follow. This guidance
comes in the form of the COVID-19 Pre
vention Checklists, which have been cre
ated by the Department of Economic and
Community Development in close collab
oration with industry and public health
experts.
As with other businesses under the gov
ernor’s plan, these establishments are per
mitted to open, but are not required to do
so. Throughout the process, the Maine
Center for Disease Control (CDC) is mon
itoring epidemiological data, such as case
trends and hospitalization rates, as well as
health care readiness and capacity, to in
form decisions on the safety of proceed
ing through stages and lifting restrictions.
The administration will also continue to
evaluate standards outlined in the gover
nor’s vision statement, such as testing ca
pacity and contact tracing, to inform
decisions about proceeding.
For now, retail stores and restaurants in
York, Cumberland, Androscoggin and Pe
nobscot counties, where community trans
mission of COVID-19 has been
established, will not be permitted to re
open until Monday, June 1, the proposed
start date for Stage 2 of the governor’s
plan to restart the state’s economy.

State now expanding COVID-19 testing
Governor Janet Mills announced on
May 7 that her administration has secured
a major expansion of COVID-19 testing.
The administration has partnered with
IDEXX Laboratories Inc. to purchase
enough of the company’s recently autho
rized COVID-19 testing kits to more than
triple the state’s testing capacity. Because
of the breakthrough, on May 18 the Maine
Center for Disease Control and Preven
tion eliminated its testing prioritization
system and is now allowing healthcare
providers in Maine to seek testing for any
one they suspect of having COVID-19.
The administration purchased enough
of these test kits to run at least 5,000 tests
per week. Taken in combination with
Maine CDC’s current capacity of 2,000
tests per week, the partnership with
IDEXX more than triples the testing ca
pacity. Additionally, IDEXX is loaning a
testing instrument to the CDC’s laborato
ry to help accommodate the higher testing
volume and is generously donating

enough test kits to conduct 3,500 tests.
“This is a game changer,” says Dr.
Nirav Shah, director of the Maine CDC.
“It will allow us to move to a next level of
testing that is crucial to monitoring the
public health implications of a phased re
opening of Maine businesses and gather
ing places.”
Healthcare providers are now able to
seek testing for anyone they suspect of
having COVID-19. The breakthrough also
allows the state to more fully implement
universal testing in congregate care settings,
such as nursing facilities and shelters, and
enables the state to work with providers to
conduct “spot checks” on patients in differ
ent parts of the healthcare system.
The expansion of testing is also crucial
to gradually restarting the economy.
Maine CDC will be able to better gauge
the prevalence of the virus throughout the
state. These data will help inform the ap
propriateness of lifting restrictions and
moving through reopening stages.

Health centers receive COVID-19 test funds

R&M
Hometown Proud
88 Washington St., Eastport ME 04631

•

853-4050

• Bakery and Deli • Quality Meats • Fresh Produce
• Agency Liquor Store • Megabucks

THE IGA FOODLINER
IS ALWAYS EXPANDING
VARIETIES IN ALL DEPARTMENTS.

STORE HOURS:
Open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Seven days a week

Four Washington County health cen
ters have been awarded funding to pur
chase, administer and expand capacity for
COVID-19 testing. The funds were award
ed to: Eastport Health Care Inc. $158,014; Harrington Family Health Cen
ter - $143,914; Regional Medical Center
at Lubec - $145,024; and Saint Croix Re-

“ ESTATE
Ann Bellefleur, Sales Agent
183 County Road
Eastport, ME 04631
Bus.: (207) 853-2626
Toll Free: (877) 853-2626
Home: 853-7123 • Cell: (207) 214-9087
jnj.
annmbell00@gmail.com
www.DueEast.com

gional Family Health Center - $146,974.
“Community health centers are the
backbone of Maine’s rural healthcare sys
tem, and they have been instrumental in
helping to protect Mainers’ health during
the current public health crisis,” said Sen
ators Susan Collins and Angus King in a
joint statement. “Expanded testing is cru
cial for our ability to ultimately reopen
our society and to give Mainers the confi
dence to resume their daily lives. This im
portant funding will be used to increase
walk-up and drive-up testing as well as
purchase the personal protective equip
ment necessary to help protect those on
the frontlines.”
This investment in Maine’s health cen
ters was included in the $480 billion bi
partisan agreement that was signed into
law last month, which included $25 bil
lion for COVID-19 testing efforts.
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CITY DEBATES BERTHING ISSUES FOR CRUISE SHIP (from page 1)
waiting to hear from the governor’s office
before making its decision. He hoped that
the port would receive notice one way or
the other before the end of May.
Prior to its May 20 vote, the councillors
held four public virtual meetings to dis
cuss the issue and participated with others
in a conference call with Norwegian
Cruise Line (NCL) on May 14 to broaden
their understanding of berthing specifics.
In addition, the Eastport Port Authority’s
regular monthly meeting held virtually on
May 19 was attended by a number of in
terested residents.
At the heart of the concern held by
some residents and healthcare profession
als is whether or not the 100 or so crew
members would pose a public health threat
to Eastport, which has a large population
of older adults and limited healthcare re
sources should COVID-19 land on its
shores. Gardner has stressed that the Rivi
era crew would stay on board for the en
tirety of the berthing period and would
have no contact or interaction with any
one on land other than with the pilot who
would bring the ship to berth. The new
scenario is called a “hot lay-up,” meaning
that the ship has enough crew on board to
man the ship when it comes time to leave
Eastport, rather than needing to transport
additional crew to the island before it
could leave. However, if any crew mem
ber needed to disembark, Gardner notes
that disembarking “is governed fully by
the CDC. The port is not involved.”
Initially NCL had planned a “cold lay
up” that would have had a significant por
tion of the crew disembark for private
transport to their final home destinations,
with a crew of about 38 to stay on board
for the duration of the berthing. In both
cases, the remaining crew includes a doc
tor and two nurses.

Concerns expressed
The Riviera is listed by the federal CDC
as having one COVID-19 case traced to
the ship back in early March. However,
Gardner explains that the ship’s chief
medical officer, Dr. Carlos Gonzales, stat
ed that they “never actually had any con
firmed cases on board.” There was one
passenger in March who was taken for
other health reasons to Puerto Rico by
medevac. The passenger then tested posi
tive for the virus later on.
Gonzales reported under threat of pen
alty that the ship “is perfectly clean ship
right now, with zero cases as of today.”
Gardner has stressed that the ship’s crew
has been quarantined on the ship for over
a month, with no virus detected since. The
crew members have their temperature and
oxygen levels tested twice a day, but they
have not been tested for the coronavirus
because none have become symptomatic.
There are two intensive care units on the
Riviera. “They seem to be taking what
reasonable steps they can,” he says. “The
Coast Guard is putting a tremendous
amount of scrutiny on these vessels.” He
stated that the port authority has to trust
that the CDC, Coast Guard and Customs
and Border Patrol “are doing their job.”
Eastport Health Care CEO Krajewski
participated on the May 14 NCL confer
ence call and says that it was informative.
“I learned more about the safety and
health protocols and reporting require
ments the cruise line must follow. If they
are allowed to dock, it would be safest to
test all the crew as soon as possible. Lim
ited testing and safety supplies will likely
prevent that. A true commitment to ad
here to all safety guidelines by everyone
on the ship and in our community would
significantly mitigate risk of COVID-19
transmission. I do not know if that is pos
sible to achieve.”
In addition to Krajewski’s concerns
about public health in her capacity as CEO
of the Eastport Health Center, Dr. Jenie
Smith and Pam Koenig, FNP, both East
port residents, expressed numerous con

cerns during the different virtual meet
ings. Both felt that any remuneration re
ceived by the port authority for berthing
did not make up for the risk to the com
munity of having the ship in port. Smith
said at the May 12 meeting, “I still haven’t
heard what is the concrete benefit other
than profit” to the port authority.
Berthing fees would
pay down breakwater loan
The port authority stands to earn almost
$50,000 per month from the Riviera. The
funds would be used as payment on the
$1.1 million loan taken out in January
2018 to pay the port authority’s share of
the $15 million breakwater rebuilding
project. The annual loan payment is a lit
tle over $98,000, with the harbor commit
tee paying $28,670 and the port authority
the remaining balance. In addition, the
port authority subsidizes about $10,000 of
insurance costs for the breakwater and the
fish pier, and starting in 2013 had spent an
additional $500,000 on breakwater repair
and engineering permitting in preparation
for the 2018 loan project. With a reduction
in port activity because of the pandemic’s
impact on world markets, the port has seen
and continues to anticipate a decline in its
revenue, thus making the berthing fees an
important potential revenue stream.
Both piers were turned over to the port
authority by the Eastport City Council af
ter the breakwater collapsed in late 2014.
The city had allowed the insurance to
lapse and could not afford to rebuild, re
pair or maintain either. Gardner notes that
the port authority has been planning to
apply for additional grants that would re
quire matching funds “to rehab the fish
pier, finish the breakwater wing-wall [ex
tending from the pier to the dolphin], plus
the pilings under the ’85 piece that didn’t
get worked on. We’re going to have to
come up with a portion” of the funds,
which would likely be in the form of a
loan for up to $1 million. He adds that the
community couldn’t afford to pay for it
through real estate taxes, so it’s up to the
port authority.
City Manager Thomas Hoskins also
outlined the importance of the revenue in
response to Smith’s query. He said, “This
ship will pay down debt on the breakwa
ter.” He added, “The city doesn’t have the
ability to pay that kind of bill.... It’s a way
for the city to sustain the breakwater that
no citizen in Eastport pays taxes on.” In
response to the suggestion from Pam
Koenig that the port authority pays no real
estate taxes, Gardner responded that the
port authority pays between $30,000 and
$40,000 a year in taxes on all its property
except for Estes Head.
The cruise line wants to bring the ship
to Eastport, Gardner noted at the port’s
board meeting, because all of the cruise
lines are trying to get out of Florida dur
ing the hurricane season, with New En
gland being a popular spot to bring the
vessels. Captain Bob Peacock, a port au
thority board member and ship’s pilot,
commented, “There’s not enough dock
space around the U.S. to dock all of these
ships.” He added, “The crews are much
more leery about getting COVID from us
than we are from them.”
As for media reports that Norwegian
Cruise Line is not interested in following
CDC guidelines and has been close to
bankruptcy, Gardner said that the port au
thority has asked its legal team at Rudman
Winchell to look into those reports and con
cerns about payment. As he noted during
one of the council meetings, the legal team
would also create any contract with NCL
for the berthing fees and conditions, includ
ing receiving payment in advance for the
month’s fee. In addition, the port authority
would be happy to assist the city or Passamaquoddy Water District (PWD) should ei
ther feel that it needs advice on setting up a
contract for receiving a partial payment
up front in advance of services rendered.

THE RIVIERA CRUISE SHIP is 785feet long, or 140 feet longer than The World, which
came to Eastport in 2012. The cruise ship has 11 passenger decks.
Ship logistics
During the different public meetings,
additional concerns about how the ship
would operate were raised by residents.
Gardner explained that it isn’t up to the
port authority to provide the ship with ser
vices but that it did give the names of
some service providers for the ship’s in
formation. The ship will decide who to
contract with for food and other ship sup
plies, water, sewage waste and garbage
removal. However, Gardner said that after
talking with the PWD and the director of
the city’s wastewater treatment plant, he
relayed to NCL that these providers would
be able to offer services to the ship. Ship’s
garbage would be contracted with a south
ern Maine company, the only one certi
fied in the state to handle such garbage, he
said.
At the May 12 meeting, Pam Koenig
agreed with port authority board member
Earl Small when he said that he was more
concerned about contracting the coronavi
rus from people coming into town than
from the ship. She said, “There’s little risk
from getting the virus from the ship.” She
added that she felt the bigger issue is
whether the city should consider itself a
shipyard with long-term docking. “I un
derstand the economics... but think the
port probably does have options.”
The other option, noted by a number of
residents, would be the Estes Head pier on
the other side of the island. However,
Gardner and Peacock explained that Estes
Head does not have wastewater treatment
hook-up. Sewage waste would have to be
loaded into trucks and transported to the
plant. In addition, Gardner said that despite
a decline in activity because of the pandem
ic, the port is still active with cargo ships,

which would mean moving the cruise ship
a few times a month. “Every time [we]
move vessels it’s an undertaking.”
Steve Koenig then asked if the ship
posed a threat to the breakwater. “Is the
wharf designed to handle a ship of this
size?” Peacock responded that the cruise
ship would be the least tonnage in a large
ship that the port has had in some time.
The breakwater is designed for 50,000 to
60,000 in dead weight tons, about six to
seven times more than the Riviera has in
dead weight, he explained.
Resident Marlene Russ wanted to know
if the ship’s engines would be running all
the time, causing noise and water and air
pollution. Gardner explained that the
ship’s engines would not be on. The ship’s
electrical needs would be met by one die
sel generator, placed on the bay side of
the ship, that would be the size of a tractor
trailer engine. He also addressed concerns
about harm to marine mammals. “We
make sure that ships know about right
whales and that they’re a big issue.”
Pointing to the lack of transparency in
the decision-making process, Dr. Jenie
Smith said at the May 12 meeting, “be
cause of that it would be difficult to have
trust that protocols would be followed.”
Chrys Landrigan, PA, agreed with Smith,
saying that while the risk of the disease
coming ashore was small, the risk was
still there.
At the port authority’s May 22 meeting,
Gardner apologized to those “who feel we
have not done a good enough job” in com
municating with the public about the
cruise ship proposal.

BEAR. & OWL
TREE CAKE
• HAZARD TREE REMOVAL
• CONSCIENTIOUS PRUNING

• NATIVE PLANTINGS

Dastardly Dick’s
Dog Boarding and Care
Day care, boarding, exercise, love

DAYCARE $10/DAY
BOARDING OVERNIGHT
• $20 for 1 dog
• $35 for 2 dogs
0 $45 for 3 dogs

LICENSED AND INSURED

inf6@bearandowl.me

6 Kendall Head Road
Eastport, ME 04631
(207) 344-8457 or 713-1894

207-400-6913

John P. Foster
Attorney at law
Personal Injury • Real Estate • Family Law • Probate
71 Water Street, Eastport

Tel. 853-4611

•

Fax 853-4666

•

john@fosterlaw.org
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LUBEC_______

by Susan Reilly
_________________ _ Tel. 733-2840

MEMORIAL DAY
A Memorial Day service presented by
the Stuart Green Post 65 American Le
gion will be broadcast live at 10 a.m. on
Monday, May 25, on Quoddy TV Chan
nel 1303 and the Town of Lubec Face
book page.

by local growers and producers will be
available. The market will be open every
Saturday through October 10.

LUBEC MARKET
The Lubec Market will begin its out
door season on Saturday, May 23, from
10 a.m. to 12 noon on Water Street oppo
site the Peacock building. Food and crafts

THE STEAMBOAT that ran as a passenger ferry between Eastport and Lubec is shown
coming into Lubec many years ago.

Lubec library to offer curbside services
The Lubec Memorial Library is offer
ing curb side pickup for materials current
ly available at the library as a first step
toward safely reopening during the coro
navirus pandemic. Interlibrary Loan is not
possible at this time.
Curbside pickup hours are: Monday and
Friday, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., and Wednes
day, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Items may be placed
on hold through the Lubec Memorial Li
brary website or by calling a librarian at
733-2491. Once a book is requested and
reserved it will be held for you.

LCOC (i ||

Lube Community Outreach (enter

Patrons will be notified when their ma
terials are ready to be picked up and a
librarian will bring them to your vehicle.
Please call the library during the hours
listed above for further information or ac
cess the library website.
The library building remains closed to
the public. Lobby, restrooms, computers,
meeting room and other spaces are not
accessible at this time. With the continued
support and patience of the patrons, the
library will be able to restore services as
safely and promptly as possible.
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The Lubec Community Outreach Center Board of Directors would like to extend
their appreciation to the volunteers and donors. During these past months, community members and supporting organizations have logged over 775 hours of volun
teering with LCOC. Together, we provided 772 boxes of staple food, produce, frozen
meat and dairy to our neighbors.
We would like to thank the following individuals and organizations for volunteering
within the LCOC organization:
Kurt Anderson
Susan Evasius
Ken & Stephanie Page
Bill Ashby
Ed & Nancy Harrison
Joe Piscadio
Nancy Bagley
Lynn Hatch
Charlie Seeley
Noah Biosel
Heidi Herzberger
Deb Seavey
Jill Blanch
Susan Janinski
Lilli Serrato
Kevin & Denise Boston
Ernie Jones
Duke & Jolene Shults
Cady & Nellie Boston
James Jones
Chuck Simon
Nancy Briggs
Megan Kennedy
Gail Swope
Julie Brown
Helen Lelievre
ARISE
Kathy Burns
Lubec Bar Harbor Bank
Bonnie Lyons
Danielle Caricofe
Vanita Lyons
& Trust
Joanne Case
Charlene Marston
West Lubec United Methodist
Cindy Cox
Nancy Mataratro
Woman's Group
Tim Doyle
Ellen McCurdy
Washington County
Jeanne Drews
Annie O'Nick
Co-Operative Extension

We would also like to thank the following individuals, organizations and business
for their generous donations to LCOC:
Phillip Akins
John & Denise Rule
Barbara Harrity
Pauline Alexander
Douglas Hart
Deborah Seavey
Carol Augustin
Craig & Rebecca Hartman Michael & Susanne Smith
Kimberly Hopper
Nancy Bagley
Rick & Cynde Snider
Harold and Peggy Bailey Diana Hoppin
Deborah Stone
Bob Barnes
Steve Hoppin
Sherri Suozzo
Louis Barteau
Peter & Rebecca Howell
Carol Weirbowski
Dick Hoyt
Ron Beckwith
Gerald & Janet Wilcox
Jean Bookman
Curtis Iden
Samuel & Paula Winch
Julia Brady
Anthony & Katherine Jans
Pam Ziolko
Carol Cain
Rev. Lynne Josselyn
Cobscook Friends Meeting
Lawrence Conrad
James Kahn
Down East Border Riders
Harriet Corbett
Kenneth & Eileen Kleis
Saddle Club
Leroy Danielson
John Koester
Lubec Landmarks
David & Cathy Dean
William & Mary Kuykendall Lubec Lions Club
Mark Dickerson
Jane Lanctot
Lubec Woman's Club
Karen Lassiter
Mike & Jolene Doran
Machias Savings Bank
Dennis & Jeanne Drews Roger Lewis
Sons of the American
Christopher Farr
Edward Lindsay
Legion Post #9
Barbara Frazier
Donna Mills
United Way of Eastern
Judy-Clair French
Melissa Moncavage
Maine
Dennis Gallagher
David & Cindy Murray
Good Shepherd Food Bank
Deborah Gardner
Teresa & Shirley Ostendarp Maine Community
Audrey Gross
Suzanne Plaut
Foundation
Jerry & Margaret Grubel JoAnn Portalupi
Hannaford - Bags 4
My Cause Program
Richard Hall
Jame Roche

If you would like more information about the Lubec Community Outreach Center,
please visit our website or Facebook page or call 733-5262.
Lubec Community Outreach Center
Working Together For Each Other

RECYCLING REOPENED
The Lubec Recycling Center is open
every Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and every Friday and Saturday from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. At this time the recycling center
is not accepting mixed paper but is ac
cepting all of its other regular items: news
paper, cardboard, #2 plastic, glass jars and
bottles, cans, magazines and catalogues.

LCOC food pantry offers essential service
by J.D. Rule
“We’ve added a couple more families to
the list,” says Eleody Libby, executive di
rector of the Lubec Community Outreach
Center (LCOC), operator of the food pan
try. The pantry now provides critical nu
trition services to 134 local families,
including more than 300 individuals.
While most of the center’s services have
been shuttered by the COVID-19 shut
down, the pantry continues to operate,
largely on a delivery basis. “We hope to
reopen the thrift store in August,” says
Libby, “but we have to wait and see.” The
center has seen an uptick in donations,
mostly for the pantry, “but funding for the
nonprofit is welcome,” she says. “Even
small donations add up.”
The organization has served the com
munity for nine years so far; it was creat
ed in 2011 when the Quoddy Bay
Children’s Center, formerly part of the
Regional Medical Center at Lubec, was
forced to close by changes in state fund
ing. The organization’s original proposal
included an after-school program and a
summer recreation program for area chil
dren and an ambitious list of possibilities;
all it needed was a home.
In October of the same year Barbara
Sellitto, then the vice chair of the school
board, hosted a series of four “listening
sessions,” inviting townspeople to present
ideas about how to utilize the recently va
cated high school wing of the Lubec Con
solidated School. Approximately 40
residents participated, offering a broad ar
ray of suggestions ranging from hosting
small businesses to various educational
purposes. Many suggested the establish
ment of social services such as senior or
youth recreation, fitness center and meet
ing space. A few urged demolition. Many
of the suggestions have since been turned
into reality, such as providing fitness pro
grams for seniors.
A year later, the Lubec school board
voted to offer the facility - at that time
vacant for three years - to be rented. In
January 2013 then AOS 77 Superinten
dent James Underwood reported that only
one bid had been submitted: the LCOC.
This bid was immediately rejected by
unanimous vote of the school board. The
biggest point of contention was the cost of
heating the aging - and poorly insulated building. Heat was, and is, provided by a
decades-old boiler that also serves parts of
the elementary school and cannot be sepa
rated. This led to a demand by several

County Road Cuts
A full Service Hair Salon
for Men, Women & Children
Colors, Cuts, Perms, foils

residents and elected officials that the
building be demolished. This was reject
ed. One of those urging demolition was
then Selectman James Jones, who is now
an active volunteer helping out at the food
pantry.
In March 2013 the Whiting Food Pan
try sought a new home, as long-time oper
ator Anne Sawtelle was looking to retire.
The LCOC, which was residing in the high
school wing on a “temporary” basis, was
the most logical agency to take on that
role; however, greater permanency had
become advisable. Ultimately, the LCOC
was granted a lease - initially for one year,
then extended - for $1 per year.
The pressure to demolish the school
building continued, pushed by a small
group. In June 2015, as part of the school
budget referendum, voters were asked to
approve an expenditure of $178,585 for
demolition, based on a bid by a qualified
contractor. The referendum drew the larg
est attendance in recent memory; the dem
olition article was defeated by a vote of
131 to 4 following a promise by then
LCOC Executive Director Cathy Ar
rington, who stated that LCOC use of the
building “will not cost the taxpayers any
thing.”
Five years after that vote, the heat re
mains the dominating issue. It cannot be
turned off because of the risk to the fire
suppression plumbing system - which has
already happened, causing extensive and
costly damage. When earlier this year
LCOC representatives offered to finance a
new heating system designed to heat only
the high school wing,
AOS 77 Superintendent Kenneth
Johnson informed the school board that
lawyers had warned allowing the LCOC
to do so might create a legal argument in
favor of a possible claim of residency by
the LCOC. Terms of the lease are current
ly in negotiation with the outcome uncer
tain.
To the 134 families, the food pantry is
an essential service. While many of the
other services and programs offered have
been sidelined, the LCOC staff is anxious
for them to resume. Decisions remain to
be made about providing the summer rec
reation program - the only town-funded
function offered. Libby explains that the
practicalities of adhering to regulations
make the program difficult at best. “If you
give a kid a pencil,” she says, “you have
to wipe it first.” She is skeptical that the
program can be offered this year, even in
an abbreviated form.
More information about obtaining as
sistance from the LCOC can be found by
calling 263-7691 and leaving a message.

Carlton E. Corey Garage
786 County Road
West Lubec • 733-4361

733-2255
1169 County Road
Trescott
Open Tuesday-Friday
9 a.m. -5 p.m.
Shannon Knight,
Licensed Cosmetologist
Now accepting Visa & MasterCard

Automotive Repair & Parts
Wheel Alignments
State Inspection
■ if
Wrecker Service
° (077
Steam Cleaning
Eg
Computerized Wheel Balancing
B
Oregon Bars and Chains

Tvk

Now available: Propane Filling Station
Randy Hall, owner
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Board sets street opening for restaurants
by J.D. Rule
Can the restaurants on Lubec’s Water
Street open on a restricted basis to serve
meals and beverages on the street? Ac
cording to Selectman Rachel Rubeor, the
answer is “yes,” and the plan has been
approved by the state.
Rubeor’s comments came near the start
of the board’s May 13 meeting - conduct
ed remotely via Zoom with all members
online. “All they need to do now is get
together and set a date,” she said, “then
we need to shut down the street for a few
hours.”
According to Rubeor, the state requires
that all staff and customers practice social
distancing; there is no smoking - just as if
it were indoors - and lines must be marked
on the street showing where each restau
rant is “located.”
Patrons cannot carry alcoholic beverag
es across the lines, just as if they were
inside one of the establishments. “I have
to get the permit,” said Rubeor. “It’s a
done deal.”
The meeting was preceded by a onehour joint meeting between members of
the select board and the budget commit
tee, which now includes Nancy Harrison,
who was formally added as a member by
the select board during the main part of
the meeting.
The budget committee’s recommenda
tions will be included in the town’s annual
report for consideration during the town
meeting in August.
The agenda included placing out to bid
two parcels of waterfront land on North
Lubec Road that have been seized for back
taxes. Details of the properties can be
found on the town website.

Fireworks, races planned
“We are going to have our Fourth of
July fireworks,” announced board Chair
Carol Dennison. “We’ve already paid the
deposit; we’re going ahead.” Dennison re
minded the public that the rules for social
distancing will likely still be in place and
must be respected. “We cannot have peo
ple gather into a parade,” said Rubeor,
“but the fireworks will go on.”
Resident Wanda Matthews addressed
the board, describing Fourth of July activ
ities that are being planned “that will be
within the rules.” These include the rub
ber ducky race and also the boat races.
Possibly other events may be added, she
said, depending on whether they can be
made to work within the rules.
Rubeor, a member of the recycling
committee, announced that the center
planned to reopen on May 15. Because of
the state of the market for recycled mate
rials, mixed paper will no longer be ac
cepted, and non-residents are allowed to
leave corrugated cardboard only. E-waste
will also be accepted, said Dennison, de
spite disposal costing the town “because
we don’t want it on the roadside.”
The town’s “COVID-19 account” has
received - so far - $6,810, said Dennison,
“with another $1,000 coming in.” Resi
dents experiencing a need should contact
the town office.
In response to a question regarding non
reporting to the U.S. Census Bureau, Den
nison stated that current projects are not
likely to be jeopardized, but an under
count may put the town at a disadvantage
with future grant applications. “People
who don’t report,” said Rubeor, “are only
shooting themselves in the foot!”

School board eyes boiler repairs, budget
by J.D. Rule
The Lubec school board met on May
14 remotely using Zoom, with the full
board participating from various locations.
Discussions during the first part of the
meeting dealt with issues that, under nor
mal circumstances, would be more readily
resolved in a physical meeting but have
become complicated because of social
media discussions prior to the meeting it
self. These discussions appear to attract
much attention from a few individuals but
are seldom seen by the decision makers.
Issues such as paying the earned sti
pend to a coach despite not all uniforms
having been returned, accounting for bot
tle drive revenues and how to deal with
activities proposed in lieu of traditional
graduation ceremonies dominated the first
half-hour of the meeting and occasionally
prompted heated words.
Board Chair Michael Jenkins described
a three and a half hour meeting he had
participated in regarding the needed boil
er repairs, speaking with consultants and
engineers on-site. He described the condi
tion of the electrical panel, which shows
the effect of water levels leading to corro
sion. “The sump pump drains right next to
the building,” he said, suggesting that wa
ter seeps back in rather than draining into
the nearby culvert. Some questions about
the boiler repair require engineering eval
uation, he said, expecting that more infor
mation will be available at the next
meeting.
AOS Superintendent Kenneth Johnson
reviewed Department of Education guide
lines about holding the required budget
referendums during the COVID-19 lock
down. The recommendations include pre
paring the meeting room with wide
spacing, planning for a maximum of 50
people wearing masks. “We rarely have
that many show up,” he said, “so that
shouldn’t be a problem.” Jenkins pointed
out that if a large turnout is expected the
gymnasium could be used.
The second draft of the proposed 20202021 budget was the final item on the

agenda. Staffing levels, particularly re
garding special education, were discussed,
including the need for one-on-one educa
tors, with Principal Tina Wormell saying
she thought she was “overstaffed for spe
cial ed.”
Towards the end of the budget discus
sion, Jenkins asked Johnson, “What have
you heard about state funding?” Johnson
replied, “The commissioner has said she
will defend the budget, but she won’t have
the last say. Curtailment is still a possibili
ty, depending on state tax revenues; the
final say comes from the legislature.” Jen
kins then asked, “Do you think the board
should be comfortable with this budget
going into the unknown?” Johnson re
plied, “Lubec is a minimum subsidy re
ceiver. The calculations are more stable;
the impact would be less because you re
ceive less.” Johnson pointed out that he is
more concerned about Cooper and Alex
ander because their subsidy levels are
greater. “If we have a curtailment,” he
added, “I am going to use more from the
general fund.”
According to the proposed 2020-2021
budget, a $245,873 subsidy is anticipated
from the state, an increase of $5,074 over
the current year and accounting for ap
proximately 10.6% of the total proposed
budget.
During the select board meeting the pre
vious evening, select board Chair Carol
Dennison said, as of May 13, “nobody has
taken out papers for the two seats opening
on the school board,” and she urged inter
ested parties to step forward. Paperwork
is available at the town office and must be
returned by Monday, June 15.

West Quoddy
Station
Cabins For Monthly Rental

Fully Furnished • All Services Provided

Call Bill at (207) 205-5118
Or email: info@quoddyvacation.com

MURPHY’S FAMILY RESTAURANT in Lubec, shuttered since 2013, is demolished on
May 9. (J.D. Rule photo)

Retail store slated at Murphy's location
by J.D. Rule
On May 9 the structure at the intersec
tion of County Road and South Street in
Lubec was demolished. The building last
operated in 2013 as Murphy’s Family Res
taurant - and as Ivy’s before that. The
now-empty lot is across from the histori
cal society and the town cemetery and a
stone’s throw from the future site of the
Safe Harbor marina project - in a location
that must be passed when entering the vil
lage. The fate of the site has been much
discussed, but no formal statement has
been issued by its owners beyond the issu
ance of the town-required “intent to build”
documentation.
The property is owned by Stillridge
LLC of Hermon. It totals 1.28 acres and is
separated from the school’s playing field
by the basketball court. The intent to build
notification was issued on March 2 by
Tom Harling of HRS Commercial Man
agement, located at the same address as
Stillridge. It shows the start date as spring
of 2020.
Nearly seven years ago, on October 30,
2013, a nearly-identical notification was
issued by Harling, then of E-Con Inc.,
again at the same address as the current
document. The major difference between
the two plans is that the current plan shows
a larger building labelled proposed retail;
the 2013 plan termed the building Family
Dollar.
The 2013 plan was ultimately aban-

doned by Family Dollar as it had entered
into merger talks with both Dollar Tree
and Dollar General, culminating in a
shareholder vote in January 2015, leaving
the Murphy’s building to crumble as it
had already been purchased. According to
corporate statements at the time, many
other projects across the U.S. were simi
larly cancelled.
Harling has not responded to requests
for information about the proposed busi
ness.
It has often been commented, including
during the most recent select board meet
ing by Assessor’s Agent Jim Clark, that
since the town has no ordinances regulat
ing construction, and the planned store is
outside of the state-mandated shoreland
zone, the property owner does not need to
seek town approval.
Reports on social media state that Dol
lar General has confirmed privately its in
tent to open a store in Lubec, generating a
mixed response somewhat mirroring the
discussions of 2013.

We are THE gallery for wildlife art
in Downeast Maine
Me are THE source for wildlife art
andfor bird and nature information
you need for a good visit to Maine
1877 County Rd. (watch for our sign)
POB 105, Whiting, Maine 04691
(207) 733-0988

West Quoddy Station
on The Easternmost Point
;■

Lubec, Maine
Full Amenities • DirecTV • WiFj.
Daily Rates Stc|rt at $90/unit
OPEN YEAR ROUND
Bill Clark • 1-877-535-4714
www.easternmostpoint.com
www.quoddyvacation.com
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Solar panels making inroads Downeast

KATHY LAND (left) and Lisa Carlisle (right) take a photo with Monique Mills, who
happily models one of the 54 handmade washable isolation gowns donated by the Down
East Community Hospital Auxiliary and friends.

Auxiliary makes isolation gowns for DECH
In mid-March, Down East Community
Hospital (DECH) Vice President of Qual
ity Monique Mills asked the DECH Aux
iliary if it could provide the hospital with
50 handmade isolation gowns to be used
as a backup to the personal protective
equipment inventory. The hospital and
the auxiliary agreed to split the cost of the
supplies.
Kathy Land, who is a member of both
the auxiliary and DECH board, says, “Af
ter reviewing Center for Disease Control
guidelines and some discussion, we agreed
to order our fabric and other supplies on
line from Jo Ann fabrics or from Amazon.
That turned out to be easier said than done
as fabric and other supplies were either
out of stock, in stock and later cancelled,
partially shipped or back ordered for a
couple of months.”
Mills asked that the gowns have cuffs
for the sleeves, and this also turned out to
be a challenge. Premade cuffs were out of
stock, as was the knit fabric with appro
priate stretch and recovery. At this point
Carol Bryan came to the rescue with the
idea of using the ribbed tops of socks as
cuffs for the sleeves of the gowns.
Lisa Carlisle donated fabric from her
stash at home, and a 94-year-old friend of

Bryan’s donated fabric because she was
no longer able to sew and help make
gowns herself.
Production has been finished, and the
DECH Auxiliary was able to provide 54
gowns that can be used if needed.
“We would like to thank the auxiliary
and all the special people who put such
talent and care into making these incredi
ble gowns: Kathy Land, Lisa Carlisle, Gail
Peters, Sharon Dean, Bett Daley, Kathy
Burke, Kathy Rioux, Carol Bryan and her
friend. This was no small feat, and we
want you all to know how much this act of
kindness is appreciated,” says Steve Lail,
DECH president and CEO.
“It is always nice to have back up plans
in place during a pandemic,” says Mills.
“The donation of these washable gowns
helps to ensure we can continue to deliver
care safely in a time where things are ever
evolving. Protecting our staff and patients
are of key importance. We understand a
lot of time and creative thought was put
into this project, and we are grateful for
this community support. It is heartwarm
ing to know this group is always willing
to help in any way that they can. The
gowns are just as beautiful as their acts of
kindness.”

Lawrence Lord & Sons
Well-Drilling
1260 Airline Road, Alexander, Maine 04694
New Competitive Prices... Quality Work...
Need a well today? Don't delay!!
Phone 207-454-2612 • 1-800-287-LORD • FAX 207-454-7225

by J.D. Rule
A year and a half ago Steve Brown of
Harborview Management made the deci
sion to install solar panels on Lubec’s
Bayview Park Apartments, known locally
as the “gray apartments.” Based on his
experience so far, he has begun the pro
cess of adding the electricity-generating
panels to facilities in other parts of the
state, including Boothbay Harbor and Lib
erty.
He terms the decision to move forward
a “no-brainer, a win-win.” Brown says his
interest was originally financial, but the
environmental benefit “is a big plus.”
His tenants, far from being disturbed by
the noise of the installation, “were enter
tained,” says Brown. Local manager Troy
Case agrees, saying, “There were no com
plaints; it went very smooth.”
“The original decision was primarily fi
nancial,” agrees Brandon Lyons, owner of
Lyons Variety in West Lubec where new
ly installed solar panels await the final
connection. “But if it’s good for the envi
ronment, so much the better.” Freezer
units require a great deal of electricity, he
explains, and the panels are expected to
help ensure the long-term success of the
store.
Emera Maine is needed to supervise fi
nal installation steps. “The coronavirus sit
uation has delayed their work” he says.
INsource Renewables of Pittsfield in
stalled the panels for both locations and
performed the needed electrical work.
Lyons says he made the decision to in
stall the panels before he became aware
that federal grants are available to help
with the cost. “They said the grant would
come through in July or August, but that
was before all this coronavirus issue start-

Machias blueberry
festival is cancelled
Organizers of the Machias Wild Blue
berry Festival have cancelled this year’s
festival because of the COVID-19 virus.
Ellen Farnsworth and Nancy Lewis, cochairs of the festival, made the cancella
tion of this year’s events official after
meeting with other leaders of Centre Street
Congregational Church, United Church of
Christ in Machias, the festival’s sponsor,
on April 29.
The festival takes place the third week
end of August and brings in thousands of
people who enjoy the annual musical com
edy, craft fair and pie-eating contest,
among other activities. Next year’s festi
val will take place August 20-22, 2021.

Power outages... we’ve all suffered through them. The good news is, you don’t need to any longer.
Generac home standby generators automatically provide backup power during a utility power outage whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours or several days, your family and home are protected.
So sure, keep the candles and flash lights, but it’s time to get serious about preparing for power outages.

Call or go online today for more information
|
i
I

Sales
Service
Website

334 North St., Calais, ME 04619

207-255-3060 / 207-454-7815
207-853-4615
www.riversideelectricinc.com

Webinars slated on
food preservation
University of Maine Cooperative Ex
tension is launching a food preservation
webinar series Tuesday, May 26, at 2 p.m.
The weekly series continues through Oc
tober 27. The 45-minute sessions will in
clude demonstrations of preserving
methods. Participants will be paired with
a trained extension volunteer for advice.
A $5 donation is suggested for each webi
nar; payment is not required to partici
pate.
Registration is available on the program
webpage <extension.umaine.edu/foodhealth/food-preservation/food-preservation-webinar-series/>. For additional
information contact Kate McCarty at 7816099 or <kate.mccarty@maine.edu.>

Pembroke Irving

Are yoy prepared for Power Outages?

Riverside Electric Inc

ed.” He says the cost savings are expected
to help make the store, located a few miles
west of the town center, more profitable,
“letting me keep a few more people em
ployed.”
Both describe the “net metering” pro
cess used for billing purposes. Some
months the demand is higher than the out
put from the panels, and in others the so
lar electricity produced exceeds the
demand. “The meter doesn’t exactly run
backwards,” explains Case. “They aren’t
sending us a check.”
Credits are banked and then applied
when needed; the goal is to have close to
zero cost for electricity on a 12-month
basis. The installation company calculates
the size of the array based on a review of a
full year’s power bills. This system does
not have batteries or any other means of
energy storage - it relies on the back-andforth of monthly usage patterns.
Lyons estimates the savings will pay
for the system “in eight or nine years.”
Brown agrees with this estimate.
Brown praises Emera for being “ex
tremely cooperative.” “This is not such a
great deal for them,” he says. “They are
losing some billings, but they were with
us through the whole process.”
Vaughan Woodruff, owner of Pittsfield
based INSource, says his firm has installed
300 to 400 systems throughout Maine in
the 10 years he has been in the state, after
moving from Montana. He points out that
since Emera rates are “among the highest
in Maine,” power consumers in Washing
ton County have a particular advantage in
switching to solar power. “There’s less of
an advantage where utility rates are low
er.”
Each proposal is different, he explains,
particularly when the requirements of dif
ferent utility companies - including those
that are owned by municipalities - must be
accommodated. Locating qualified con
tractors to work on the installations, how
ever, poses a challenge.
As demand in Maine for the low-cost
electricity is “ever increasing,” he speaks
to the opportunity for young people seek
ing a career, suggesting that a licensed
electrician with solar training could earn a
good living. Additional information about
INSource can be found at the website
<www.insourcerenewables.com>.

GENERAC

STOP IN
For All Your Camping
& Traveling Needs!
Propane • Off-Road Diesel • Gas
Deli • Fresh Meats • Take-out Food
Agency Liquor Store
Open 7 Days a Week
Mon.-Sat., 4 a.m.-closing
Sun., 5 a.m.-closing
Route 1, Pembroke, ME • 726-5103
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Machias fiber project to offer
area high-speed Internet access
Machias Savings Bank (MSB) has part
nered with Axiom Technologies, an Inter
net service provider headquartered in
Machias, to bring high-speed fiber Inter
net to downtown Machias. The Machias
Downtown Fiber Project will make fiber
optic broadband Internet connections
available to over 50 businesses and 30
homes in the downtown area, in addition
to serving the expanded Machias Savings
Bank headquarters that is currently under
construction at 31 Main Street.
“We needed fiber connectivity in our
new facility,” says Chris Lyford, chief op
erating officer of MSB. “This was going
to cost the bank $60,000. As we started to
lay out the plans, it became clear that in
addition to the businesses that would be
able to ‘coattail’ on our dedicated connec
tion, there was a unique opportunity here,
and with the addition of another $20,000
investment, we could actually make this
available and affordable to the majority of
our downtown businesses and municipal
buildings, including the library and the
town office.”
“Axiom is proud to partner with MSB
on this transformational project,” says Ax
ion CEO Mark Ouellette. “MSB has made
a substantial investment in advancing the
vibrancy, viability and attractiveness of
downtown Machias, and this project will
bring the kind of connectivity that only a
handful of downtowns in the state cur
rently have.”
According to MSB CEO Larry Barker,
“The timing of COVID-19 has only rein
forced the need for rural communities like
ours to have access to reliable, fast Inter
net. We recognize that for many business
es struggling with the economic impact of
this pandemic, the upfront cost to connect
to this fiber line could be a barrier to ac
cessing the technology they desperately
need. Along with our investment of
$80,000 to fund fiber construction, we’re
also donating $5,000 in grant funding to
cover connection costs that will alleviate
this potential financial burden for our
businesses.”
This type of fiber technology parallels
the Internet service available in New York
City and the Google cities of Austin, Tex
as, and Kansas City, Mo., offering sub
scribers access to speeds of up to a
gigabyte and unrivaled reliability. The
technology provides for symmetrical ser
vice, meaning users have the same speed
for both downloading and uploading,
which better supports digital activities
such as real-time video conferencing, tele
medicine, entrepreneurial activities and
the ability to work or learn from home.
Homes and businesses within the net

work will be able to purchase fiber optic
Internet service starting at $69.99 a month.
The Town of Machias and Sunrise County
Economic Council (SCEC) have already
committed to the new network.
“Axiom and MSB have once again
stepped forward at a time when this com
munity is struggling to invest in a fiber
network option that will improve and en
hance many of our businesses’ infrastruc
ture and back-end capabilities,” says
Town Manager Christina Therrien. “We
are so fortunate that both of these state
wide leaders are headquartered here, and
they continue their commitment to move
Machias forward.”
Machias Select Board Vice Chair Bill
Kitchen adds, “As rich and instantaneous
connectivity becomes increasingly critical
for commerce, learning and social engage
ment, it’s imperative that our businesses
and residents have every opportunity to
remain competitive. Right now, we are
reimagining how we do business and how
we learn. This initiative puts us on a more
even playing field with the rest of the state
and country.”
Susan Corbett, director of the National
Digital Equity Center, which will be man
aging the bank’s grant funds, adds, “Digital
inclusion is a national priority in the United
States and increasingly, a priority in Maine.
High-speed Internet access is widely recog
nized as a necessity for full participation in
today’s society. Employers, educators, busi
nesses, healthcare providers and civic insti
tutions expect people to have access to
computers and broadband connectivity.
This initiative will place us on the leading
edge of connectivity statewide.”
SCEC’s Executive Director Charles
Rudelitch says, “We’re looking forward to
this improved connectivity internally, but
are also very excited to see how this bene
fits the community as a whole, especially
as we work to bring the Machias Valley
Center for Entrepreneurship on Main
Street to life. This sort of accessibility is
vitally important to Washington County
and one of the key resources we want to
be able to offer to users at the center.”
Currently, the geographic area that is
slated to make up the network runs rough
ly from the dike to Bad Little Falls and in
between the Machias River and Court
Street. It will include the chamber of com
merce - Station 1898 - the library, the
county offices and the town office and
can be expanded in the future.
Construction is expected to begin this
month, and businesses and homes will be
able to connect this summer. Axiom will
be contacting all addresses that will be
able to connect in the coming weeks.

Nonprofits among wind grant recipients
Downeast Wind and Apex Clean Ener
gy are pleased to announce the recipients
of Downeast Wind Community Grant Pro
gram funds. “Several of these organiza
tions are moving quickly to help
communities impacted by the coronavirus
and adjust their operations to better serve
the community safely,” says Brian
O’Shea, public engagement manager with
Apex Clean Energy.
The Downeast campus of the Maine
Seacoast Mission received a grant to pro
vide direct support to families and house
holds in maintaining housing, transportation
and other basic needs, as well as allowing
the mission to expand services, such as of
fering extra days at the Weald Bethel food
pantry in Cherryfield. “These are the times
when you really rely on your friends and
neighbors. We couldn’t be more grateful
to Downeast Wind for this funding and for
their interest in keeping Downeast com
munities healthy,” says Maine Seacoast
Mission President John Zavodny.

Women for Healthy Rural Living is re
ceiving a grant to expand the organiza
tion’s Incredible Edible Milbridge (IEM)
project - a series of public vegetable gar
dens. “During this unprecedented time, en
suring that everyone has access to
nutritious, wholesome food is integral to
the health of our community,” says Zabet
NeuCollins, community outreach coordina
tor. “Other grantees include the Downeast
Equine and Large Animal Society and the
Beth C. Wright Cancer Resource Center.
Downeast Wind and Apex Clean Ener
gy intend to issue a second round of fund
ing in the future.
To learn more or apply for a grant, visit
<www.downeastwindfarm.com/grant>.

DESTINY CONGRATULATIONS
TO THIS BULLDOG.
Love, Dorothy

WAYNE’S BARBER SHOP, located at 1 Court St. in Machias, was shut down under the
state’s COVID-19 restrictions but recently reopened with two chairs, not one. Wayne
Wood and his new partner, his son Logan, are eager to go to work now. (Steve Rutter
photo)

UMM offers free online college classes
Through a partnership among the
Maine Department of Education, the Uni
versity of Maine and the University of
Maine at Machias (UMM), tuition is
waived for all qualified Maine high school
students, covering full tuition for up to 12
college credits per year at the two univer
sities. Eligible students are able to earn
college credit while still in high school.
The University of Maine and UMM of
fer over 100 fully online summer courses
suitable for qualified high school students.
Course start dates are in May, June, July
and August.
Early college classes are taught by
world-class faculty and meet general edu
cation requirements of the University of
Maine System, as well as the majority of
colleges nationwide. Students across the
state will benefit from the flexibility and
variety of early college courses offered
this summer.
The University of Maine and UMM
have a long history as leaders in support

ing early college programming. The Uni
versity of Maine’s signature online pro
gram, Academ-e, launched over 16 years
ago. UMM offers early college certifi
cates, offering 14 options with 10 avail
able completely online.
The Early College Program is commit
ted to providing quality teaching and
learning; college-level rigor and academic
integrity; access and support to under-re
sourced communities and first-generation
students; and multiple layers of support to
ensure student success, including a com
prehensive orientation experience and ac
ademic advising. Registration is online at
<explorec.maine.edu>. Interested students
and parents are encouraged to contact Al
lison Small, Early College Programs co
ordinator at the University of Maine, at
581-8004 or <allison.small@maine.edu>
or Christy Alley, director of Early College
at UMM, at <christy.alley@maine.edu>
or 255-1268 to learn more about the ap
plication process.

AMERON
AVING, Inc

Since
1983

Driveways • Parking Lots • Private Roads
Drainage Work • Recycled Asphalt • Loam • Excavating
Pressurized Seal Coating and Crack Filling, Since 1983
Free Estimates • Serving All the Downeast Area
Tel. # 454-0728 • Cell Phone # 322-2231
Email cameronpaving@reagan.com
Owner: Fred Cameron Sr

CLARK INSURANCE AGENCY
6 ELM STREET, CALAIS, MAINE 04619
OZzs

dJfzat dazed'

Boat • Home • Auto • SR. 22 » Motorcycle • ATV • RVs
Snowmobiles • Worker's Compensation • Contractor's Insurance

Phone Quotes Best Rotes Flexible Payment Plans

GREAT package rates for combined home & auto policies!
As an independent insurance agent, we have many companies to choose from.
This allows us to provide you with the best insurance coverage at the lowest price.

Representing several insurance companies including Dairyland,
The Hartford, Concord Group, Union Mutual, Peerless Insurance,
Progressive, Foremost, Ohio Mutual, Providence Mutual

DAWN ANN and HAROLD R. CLARK - Agents
From our family to yours since 1988, the Clark family has been providing
Washington County residents with personalized solutions for all their insurance needs.

Call today for your FREE quote.

207-454-8800
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Reflections from Destiny Bay

4-H MEMBERS display their ribbons at the Washington County 4-H Public Speaking
Tournament.

Youth public speaking contest held by 4-H
If you ask many adults what their great
est fear is, public speaking will top the list
for many. The University of Maine Coop
erative 4-H Program gives youth an op
portunity to overcome those fears by
learning the proper way to construct a pre
sentation and present it in front of an audi
ence.
On March 8,4-H youth presented at the
Washington County 4-H Public Speaking
Tournament at the Washington County
Community College in Calais.

Ready for Fishing; Linda Jessiman, Cob
scook Currents, How to Upload a You
Tube Video; Senior Division, ages 14-18
- Cali Berry, North Woods, Dog Showing;
Mikaila Loughlin, independent, Pink or
Blue, Why Can’t I Choose?
All Cloverbud participants received a
participation ribbon. All junior and senior
division participants earned a blue ribbon
and had the opportunity to move on the
state 4-H public speaking tournament.
Linda Jessiman earned the top score for
the junior division, and Mikaila
Loughlin earned the top score
for the senior division.
Loughlin and Noah Marshall
were able to present in the first
virtual state 4-H public speak
ing tournament on April 25 via
Zoom, where they both re
ceived blue ribbons. In addi
tion, Loughlin earned a spot on
the Eastern State Exhibition
Communications Team.
MIKAILA. LOUGHLIN participates in the first virtual
Loughlin is a senior in high
Maine State 4-H Public Speaking Tournament using school who has participated in
Zoom.
4-H for 10 years. She says, “4H public speaking has opened
The presentations and results are as fol
countless doors for me through the years.
lows: Cloverbud Division, ages 5-8 It has given me invaluable interpersonal
Zoey Theriault, North Woods 4-H Club,
skills, skills that have served me well in
Farm Fresh Eggs; Ira Danielson, Cobjob and college admission interviews, as
well as everyday life. My love for public
scook Currents 4-H Club, How to Build a
Snow Fort; Junior Division, ages 9-13 —
speaking has even inspired me to pursue a
career in law.”
Ruth Bell and Phoebe Shank, Cobscook
Currents, How to Make Green Slime;
For more information about 4-H, visit
Soren Danielson, Cobscook Currents,
<https://extension.umaine.edu/washington/4h/> or contact Jen Lobley at 255How to Bind a Book; Nellie Boston, Cob
scook Currents, The Eiffel Tower; Noah
3345, 1-800-287-1542 or e-mail
Marshall, Cobscook Currents, How to Get
<jennifer.lobley@maine.edu>.

LAND SURVEYOR Robert G. Costa
GPS Mapping
Environmental Permits
953 South Meadow Road

Boundary Line Surveys
Mortgage Surveys

Perry, ME 04667 (207) 726-3914
www.surveyandseptics.com

Soil Test
Septic Design
costa@myfairpoint.net

QUODDY
FARMS
Upcoming 2 Bedroom
Vacancies!
Quiet, comfortable, safe and affordable living
on Toll Bridge Road in Eastport. Beautiful ocean views.
Laundry on site, heat and hot water included;
townhouse style with private entrance, ample parking
and plenty of lawn area for children to play!

Call for more information or visit our website
www.mainedevelopment.com
1-800-639-1747
TTY Dial 711
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Preference given to very low income.

by Delia Mae Farris
Three hummingbirds now happily dart
back and forth from feeders at Donna and
Stan Corbett’s home by the Cutler bell
circle’s corner. If Lucy cat ever wandered
beyond her nearby Steamboat Road dwell
ing, she would be mesmerized by their
darting in to dip from sweet nectars. Be
low them the sunniest of big dandelion
faces turn toward the source of warm light
we have long awaited on the windy,
cloudy coast of Cutler. Out at the Mill
Road home of Mitty Kitty, Ralph Rich
ardson feeds Baltimore orioles, indigo
buntings and scarlet tanagers while she
lazily watches.
Three sets of distance learning students
in town have worked to solve a natural
history mystery at the Cove Road Bridge.
What species of mammal or bird has left
small heaps of periwinkle shells - minus
their innards - on the tops of guardrail
posts? Some of the Crossman and Patter
son children and Isabel and Ethan Cates
are still puzzled. They and Washington
Academy students from Cutler have re
cently helped clean up the roadsides on
sunny afternoons.

ALONG THE WATERFRONT
Hope springs eternal even in the face of
seafood economics afflicted by COVID19 concerns. The Lemieux family’s Phan
tom and Christina Marie have traps and
gear piled neatly aboard after their Little
River Boat Shop finished off Billy
Moore’s newest lobster fishing boat, the
Terry Lee. Her handsome red, white and
blue starred design now fishes out of the

Machiasport area. Andy Hall’s Hurricane
Idle is a striking addition to the Cutler
fleet. She was built at a Bass Harbor yard,
and her 42-foot hull is glistening black
with emerald green lettering and trim.
Blue wire traps stacked and ready to set
overboard completed this eye-catching
beauty anchored in the protected harbor.

KEEP LOOKING UP
In the earliest light of dawn, the sound
of lobster boat mooring chains greets the
setting of a magnificent arcing alignment
of Mars, Mercury and Saturn. They have
been trading places with each other since
February. April’s super-moon tides ate
away at shorelines and flooded the Mach
ias dike. Debris was littered high up on
the old Steamboat Wharf boulders, while
ocean water swirled at the base of ledges
that have rarely ever had salt dried on
their side. Ruth Corbett Farris dreamed of
such a time, which she said seemed al
most apocalyptic.
As her daughter, I felt like an early ab
original person looking up one night this
spring to study vibrant Venus. I witnessed
an enthralling sight: long, silver zipper
shapes of uneven sizes crossing over the
center of the sky until they disappeared
like a train swallowed up in a dark tunnel,
the Earth’s atmosphere. After consulting
with amateur astronomer Tom Alfond in
Lubec, I almost regretfully learned it was
the release of many satellites in a joint
effort by nations around the Earth to in
crease broadband capabilities.
May such unity of peaceful effort pre
vail locally, nationally and globally.

Cobscook Institute aids students, families
Cobscook Institute staff members are
continuing their work to support the com
munity. Cobscook Experiential Programs
continue daily Zoom classes with high
school students and have been offering
extracurricular activities. These activities
are open to all teens and can be accessed
via Zoom. Past activities included making
a camp stove and designing a graphic
phrase for social media. New activities are
coming soon and include tie dying, bleach
dying/printing and patching clothing. New
sessions will be available on the Cobscook
Institute website at <www.cobscook.co/
teen-extra-curricular>.
Cobscook Transforming Rural Experi
ence in Education (TREE) continues to
support academic and student empowered
social and emotional learning while stay
ing true to the belief that learning cannot
move forward until basic needs are met.
Many people are now unemployed, and
meeting those basic needs takes many dif
ferent forms. Sometimes it means making
sure a family has a gas card to get to an
appointment or making sure a family has
diapers or baby formula. Sometimes it

means assisting a parent in filling out an
application for rental assistance. Very of
ten it means making sure breakfast and
lunches are delivered.
Cobscook TREE packs over 100 stu
dent backpack snack bags each week and
delivers over 50 of them. Between 40 and
50 families receive food boxes from
TREE each week. These boxes include
eggs, bread, fresh produce, milk and fro
zen meat.
Between March 13 and May 8, the
TREE school pantries provided families
with 11,349 pounds of food. TREE has
also supported families with an additional
148 disaster relief food boxes.

WHITING
by Mary Alice Look
Tel. 733-2826

FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry will be open at the
Whiting Village School parking lot on
Thursdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m. for curb
side pickup through the summer.
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Three men face drug charges
following standoff in Trescott
Three men were arrested on drug charg
es in Trescott on May 14 after an over
night police standoff.
The incident began when, as part of an
ongoing criminal investigation, Maine
Drug Enforcement Agency (MDEA) of
ficers and Washington County Sheriff’s
Office deputies served a search warrant at
the home of Mark Fields on County Road
in Trescott on the evening of May 13. The
officers surrounded the home around 9
p.m. and made contact with Fields, telling
him of the warrant and directing everyone
to come outside. The occupants refused,
and Fields communicated threats of vio
lence against law enforcement. After sev
eral more attempts MDEA requested the
Maine State Police tactical team to assist
with the arrests. After continued efforts
over several hours to convince the suspects
to come out, tactical team officers were able
to force Fields and two other men to emerge
from the residence, and they were taken
into custody. The last of the three suspects
was arrested around 5:30 a.m.
The trio arrested are: Mark Fields, 31,
who was charged with trafficking in co
caine base and creating a police standoff;

DENNYSVILLE

Darius Hutchison, 25, of New York, who
was charged with trafficking in heroin and
cocaine base and creating a police stand
off; and Justin Melendez, 25, of New
York, who was charged with trafficking
in cocaine base. Hutchison also was ar
rested on a warrant for failure to appear,
stemming from a December 2019 drug
trafficking arrest.
MDEA agents then began their search
for evidence, and although the suspects
had attempted to dispose of the drugs in
the home, agents were able to recover
more than a half ounce of crack cocaine
by excavating the septic system. Also re
covered was more than $10,000 in cash
that is alleged to be proceeds from drug
sales.
This MDEA investigation has been on
going for some time and focused on a
drug trafficking organization actively
smuggling heroin and crack cocaine from
New York to Downeast Maine. The in
vestigation included purchases of drugs
directly from Fields and Hutchison at the
Trescott residence.
The investigation remains active, and
more arrests are likely.

by Mary McFadden, Tel. 726-4676
------- < mmcfadden@roadrunner.com>

EDMUNDS SCHOOL
The Bikes for Books program, support
ed locally by Chapter #78 of the Crescent
Lodge in Pembroke, has been held suc
cessfully at Edmunds school for many
years. Students who participated received
a new book and $1 per week of Scholastic
Book Bucks to use at the next book fair.
The winners of the bikes in this year’s
drawing are: grades PreK-1, Samantha
Leighton and Micah Means; grades 2-4,
Wesley Jones and Dannica Smith; grades
5-8, Braelyn Avery and Cameron Keene.
Consolation drawing winners of items do
nated anonymously are: stuffed bear,
Brooklyn Haskins; k’nex set, Daniel

SAMANTHA LEIGHTON was one of the
winners of the bikes donated to Edmunds
Consolidated School from Crescent Lodge
#78, Pembroke.

Cooper select board
schedules meetings
The Cooper Select Board will be hold
ing meetings on Saturday, June 20, and
Saturday, July 18, from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m.
There will not be a meeting on the first
Saturday in July due to the 4th of July
holiday. Meetings will be held in the Coo
per Community Center to allow better so
cial distancing, and the board requests that
attendees wear a mask.
Office hours will be held on Saturday,
June 20, and Saturday, July 18, from 8:30
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Business will be con
ducted via the office window opening,
with only one customer inside at one time.
Please follow social distancing and wear a
mask inside the building.

Smith; LOL set, Reagan Gardner. Since
this is National Bike Month, students are
receiving instructions on safe riding.
The last day of school for this year will
be Friday, June 5, and Grade 8 graduation
will take place on that date as well. In the
meantime, it is important for all students
to attend class meetings each day, not only
to learn the lessons being taught but to
help fight the sense of isolation that stu
dents sometimes feel.
Deliveries from the school food pantry
will continue. Those expecting a delivery
should meet staff in the driveway to re
ceive the produce and/or dry goods. Please
call the school if you wish to be added to
the delivery schedule.
Plans are being made for an end-of-theyear scavenger hunt for students. Students
will be following clues to find people and
objects around the school. There are still
students’ belongings in classrooms, and
students are asked to call the school to
arrange a time to pick up items they have
left behind.
The 212 Degree Award goes to Brenda
Seavey, Sabrina Priest and Sheryl Ross
for helping with food bag deliveries.
TOWN GOVERNMENT
The Dennysville annual town meeting
has been rescheduled to Monday, June 22,
at 7 p.m. in the town office. For more
information, contact Selectman Dawn
Noonan at 726-3908. The town offices are
currently closed to the public.
MEMORIAL DAY
The Memorial Day observance has
been cancelled for this year because of the
coronavirus. Residents are urged, though,
to remember all veterans, from the Revo
lutionary War to the present time.

SNOWMOBILE/ATV CLUB
The Dennysville Snowmobile/ATV
Club met on May 21 in the clubhouse on
Milwaukee Road. There was no supper at
this meeting. Regular meetings are usual
ly held on the third Thursday of each
month. The Down East Sunrise Trail was
scheduled to open on May 15.
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Sunday church services are still tempo
rarily suspended because of the coronavi
rus. It is hoped that services will be
resuming in June. The pastors can be
reached at 726-3905. Events in the parish
hall are also suspended and will resume
when it is prudent to do so.

Community garden initiatives
look to fill area food shortage
by Johanna S. Billings
You could say Downeast Maine is hop
ing Incredible Edible will grow like a
weed. Several area residents are hoping to
sew seeds from the popular Incredible Ed
ible Milbridge community gardens in the
towns of Eastport, Pleasant Point, Machi
as and Cherryfield, says Regina Grabrovac, food programs manager with the
Washington County arm of Healthy Aca
dia.
Incredible Edible Milbridge is a series
of community vegetable gardens begun in
2013. Volunteers plant and tend the gar
dens, which now include a 14,000-squarefoot market garden at the Red Barn Motel.
All the produce is free. The program, run
by Women for Healthy Rural Living - for
merly the Women’s Health Resource Li
brary - is designed to bring people
together and, because anyone can pick the
vegetables, it reduces the stigma of being
in need.
“Incredible Edible gardening is really
about kindness, generosity and compas
sion,” Grabrovac says. The initial goal is
to “start the conversation” about commu
nity gardens: “How can we come together
as a community to feed each other, to feed
ourselves?”
The idea came from a series of Wash
ington County Food Council virtual meet
ings held in March and April. Attendees
were discussing the increased need in the
community for food pantry assistance.
Good Shepherd Food Bank had funds
available and volunteers to distribute it
but was hampered by disruptions in the
national food supply chain. “Increasingly,
they can’t get the food,” Grabrovac ex
plains.
National news outlets have reported
farmers destroying crops and livestock be
cause their usual buyers are not ordering.
Regulations covering every detail, right
down to the packaging, make it impossi
ble for farmers to simply sell their items
elsewhere. In addition, meat-processing
plants have been forced to close because
employees have become ill. Processes are
not in place to pick up the slack. “There’s
a huge clog in our food system, in our
supply chains,” says Grabrovac, adding
that the national system is too large and
rigid to adapt. “Obviously, it's a broken
system.”
Food council meeting participants,
looking for a way to meet the increased
local need for food, began to toss around
the idea of community gardens. “It’s not
something that will happen quickly,”
Grabrovac says. Initially, community gar
dens in any given town may be as small as
window boxes. But they may get more
people interested in the concept. “We can
use this as an opportunity to think through
how we want it to look long term.”
Meeting participants took the idea back
to their own communities and began

spreading the word. “I’ve had phone calls
from people who have never gardened be
fore,” Grabrovac says. “They want to
grow some food for other people.”
Grabrovac said monthly food council
meetings will continue and are open to all.
Anyone who wants to attend should con
tact her at <regina@healthyacadia.org> so
she can send a Zoom meeting invitation.
Anne Hopkins, who is behind the In
credible Edible initiative in Eastport, is
asking others interested in growing food
in Eastport to send an e-mail to
<anneshieldshopkins @ gmail.com> ex
pressing their interest. “We need a collab
oration of people to agree to garden,” says
Hopkins, an Eastport homesteader and eat
local proponent. “It takes the whole com
munity to do it.”
Hopkins believes Incredible Edible is
“desperately needed” throughout the
Downeast and is planning to begin the
Eastport project with an existing garden at
Shead High School. From there, garden
spaces could be created downtown, where
they will be easily accessible to area resi
dents.
Hopkins wants people to understand the
connection between the land and food.
“Produce actually grows from the ground,
not from the grocery shops,” she says,
adding that her family plans to add more
edible flowers to the free bouquets given
away at a stand in front of their house.

Lubec and Campobello efforts
Conversations around gardening have
also begun through a Facebook group
called Campobello & Lubec Community
Gardens and Livestock. Its mission is to
provide a forum for information and dis
cussion about gardens and livestock in the
Campobello and Lubec area.
Group member Felicia Newman said
there’s no current community garden
project under way in her area, but she sees
gardening growing in popularity through
her work as director of operations, plan
ning, product development and quality at
Coast of Maine Organics Inc., which sells
organic mulch, soil and other gardening
products. “Our sales are absolutely
through the roof,” she says. Shortages of
food and other grocery products that have
developed along with the pandemic have
inspired people to plant their own gar
dens.
Newman, who grows her own food at 3
Dog Fahm in Lubec, said it’s sad to see
other people only now realizing how frag
ile the American food system is. But it’s
also good because of the potential to lead
to change - specifically by putting more
emphasis on local foods.
In the past, she says, others have seen
her as a little “weird” because of her life
style and emphasis on sustainability, but
that is changing. “For me,” she says, “it’s
like the rest of society is late to the game.”
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CHARLOTTE—
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sonia Seeley, the director of Bible
school at the church, has been communi
cating with others who help each year.
They have made a decision that because
of the restrictions that have been neces
sary because of COVID-19, it will be im
possible to sponsor the program that they
usually have each June.
The treasurer of the church is grateful
to those who have sent in support to help
with expenses since there are no gather
ings at the church at this time. Anyone
wishing to send in support for the church
may mail it to Treasurer Janet Moholland,
21 Annas Drive, Charlotte, ME 04666.

SOPHOMORES BEN SAVAGE and Peighton Thibeault recently left off gift bags for
every teacher at Washington Academy.

Students mark teacher appreciation week
Sophomores Ben Savage and Peighton
Thibeault stopped by Washington Acade
my (WA) recently and left gift bags for
every teacher in celebration of National
Teacher Appreciation Week. Each gift bag
was customized to include items that each
teacher would enjoy along with a hand
written card.
Ben’s mother Nickey remarks, “The
best part about stuffing the bags was the
conversation between Ben and Peighton
about each teacher.”
The pair also provided survival items
for teachers, which included handmade
face masks, sanitizer and gloves. Both stu
dents attended Elm Street Elementary
School and treated teachers to gift bags
there as well. Over 75 bags were assem
bled and delivered between both schools.

AP literature students began reading
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
with Trish Mercer’s creative assignment
on their minds. Instead of writing the typi
cal paper about a book, Mercer challenged
students to come up with a three-hour
project that visually represented the book.
Project choices included an Instagram sto
ry depicting one of Gatsby’s parties, an
artistic illustration of a key element of the
book, a video recording of a student por
traying a Gatsby character, a movie trailer
video with music, an original movie art
poster, a journal written as a Gatsby char
acter, three Gatsby poems relating to the
characters and scenery of the book, a pho
tography project, an event map, a poster, a
graphic novel and a piece of hand-de
signed clothing representing the 1920s.

Pembroke students receive recognition
The Pembroke Elementary School sec
ond trimester student awards are as fol
lows. Second mid-trimester awards: K4 Nina Brown; K5 - Nora Brown; Grade 1
- Colton Mendoza; Grade 2 - Roman
Brown; Grade 3 - Hailey Brown; Grade 4
- Amakehs Mendoza; Grade 5 - Lexa
Hill; Grade 6 - Autumn Ashby; Grade 7 Samara Cushing; Grade 8 - Tristen Men
doza.
Second trimester awards: K4 - Kenadee
Smith; K5 - Harold Hawkes VI; Grade 1
- Austin Townsend IV; Grade 3 - Silas
Snider; Grade 4 - Madison Armstrong;
Grade 5 - Wyatt Wentworth; Grade 6 Addisen Goodwin; Grade 7 - Abigail
Montemaggi; Grade 8 - William Verge.

Second trimester principal’s award: K4
- Hudson Codrey; K5 - Stella Kennedy;
Grade 1 - Ava Wentworth; Grade 2 Michael Carver; Grade 3 - Ami Griffin;
Grade 4 - Aiden Sawyer-Gamer; Grade 6
- Katie Griffin; Grade 7 - Keeley Trott;
Grade 8 - Shaylee Moores.
Honor roll: Grade 5 - Lane Brown,
Wyatt Wentworth; Grade 6 - Lucas Cush
ing, Shawn Cushing, Addisen Goodwin,
Katie Griffin; Grade 7 - Bonnie Beal,
Miranda Cheney, Samara Cushing, Seren
ity Cushing-Trott, Donald Hatton, Caleb
Jamieson, Abigail Montemaggi, MichaelLanna Susko, Keeley Trott; Grade 8 - Ky
lie Brown, Tristen Mendoza, Shaylee
Moores, Laura Verge, William Verge.

fineartistmade.com
853-9504 | info@fineartistmade.com

FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT
An “executive” meeting was called on
May 5 for all officers and first responders
while meetings were limited to no more
than 10 people. A tentative date of Sun
day, May 24, was set for yard work, hose
loading and SCBA fit testing, with plans
being made to follow social distancing re
quirements.
The battery for the rescue boat has been
charged in order to get it ready for the
open water season. There was a discus
sion about the use of the boat at Bearce
Lake since gas-powered vehicles are not
allowed on the lake. It was also noted that
CVF&R responders are currently limited
to only a few members at emergency
scenes because of the pandemic, with one
EMT making entry to the patient, unless
another one is needed for assistance.
A grant application is currently being
worked on for personal protective equip
ment for the department and a second
grant for general fire prevention. Face
shields and shoe covers have been ordered
for first responders. Fire Chief Vincent
Day has received information about a re
usable N95 mask. After a discussion, it
was voted to purchase six of these new
N95 masks and 100 filters for the EMTs/
first responders.
K&T has been contacted for pump test
ing of the CVF&R trucks and also those at
Meddybemps. The station extinguishers
have been inspected, and four had to be
replaced. The Marlow pump has been
placed at the location of the dry hydrant
on Damon Ridge.
Members are grateful to the people who
have sent in money for support of the de
partment during this most unusual time.
Members are still checking for any message
that might be left at the station dealing with
a “Helping Hand” for any resident.
CVF&R AUXILIARY
A great deal of “brainstorming” has
been passed along by e-mail and telephone
from members of the auxiliary and com
munity members of how to raise money
for the rescue department since the auxil
iary is unable to host suppers at this time.
A large anonymous donation made out to
the auxiliary was received by mail to help
with fundraising.
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Properties

'Property Management
PO Box 32, Eastport, Maine 04631
www quoddyproperties. com

Caryn Vinson? Property Manager
Quoddy Properties offers one of the
largest selections of vacation & long
term rentals in Eastport and the
surrounding area. Many properties
have spectacular water views; all will
provide you an experience worth
re-visiting every year.

KITCHENS | BATHS | RESTORATION | PAINTING
RENOVATION | FINE CARPENTRY | FURNITURE

caryn ©quoddyproperties. com

____________

by Eileen Clark
Tel. 454-8825

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Members are very sorry that they can
not sponsor the annual Memorial Day cer
emony at Round Pond Cemetery and the
brunch this year because of the pandemic.
The group continually honors all veterans
and maintains up-to-date records of all
veterans from Charlotte. The group would
like to hear from anyone with information
about any veteran who grew up in Char
lotte, became a resident or is buried in the
cemeteries in Charlotte to help keep the
memorial monument and records as accu
rate as possible.
Anyone willing to share photos, stories
and memories of the town and its people
can send them to Eileen Clark, 9 Annas
Drive, Charlotte, ME 04666.
Anyone wishing to continue member
ship or who would like to become a new
member should send $10 for a single
membership or $15 for a couple to Trea
surer Eileen Clark, 9 Annas Drive, Char
lotte, ME 04666.
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Charlotte Elementary School will have
the Pre-K registration the week of Tues
day, May 26, to Friday, May 29. Parents
or guardians may call the school at 4542668 between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. to set up a
time to register a student. Information
needed for*registration is the child’s full
name, date of birth, birth certificate and
record of immunizations.
The school board held its second Zoom
meeting on May 18 with the superinten
dent, principal and one guest. It was voted
to have the last student day of school on
Friday, June 5, and that the last day for
food delivery will be Thursday, May 28.
There was a discussion of how to have a
graduation for the Grade 8 students. The
principal reported that plans are in the be
ginning stage to have a drive-in gradua
tion, but no date has been set. The fuel bid
for 2020-21 was awarded to V.L. Tammaro Oil Company. Four policy updates were
accepted by the board. The 2020-21
school budget was discussed but not vot
ed on. The Monday, June 15, board meet
ing will be held on Zoom.

AROUND AND ABOUT
Penney Lurie is very excited to report
that her daughter Elizabeth and Luke
Townsend are the parents to her new grand
daughter, Esther Lurie Townsend, who was
bom on April 15. She has been in Houston,
Texas, for the last couple of months to be
there in time for the birth and to help with
the care of Esther during this most difficult
time because of the pandemic.
Cameron Parr graduated from Husson
University with a master’s degree in busi
ness administration on May 9. No gradua
tion ceremony has been held yet because
of the pandemic, but it may be held later
this year.
Sydney Farrar of Charlotte was named
to the Iowa Wesleyan University spring
2020 dean’s list.
Vinny Day has graduated from Motor
cycle Mechanics Institute in Florida and
has returned home.
Felicia Moholland graduated from Mer
cy College on May 20. A virtual gradua
tion was held.
Special thoughts are extended to Ann
Carter, who has been very uncomfortable
with shingles for the pass few weeks. She
is wished a speedy recovery.
Eileen Clark reports that the humming
birds, Baltimore orioles, rose-breasted
grosbeaks and many different warblers
have returned this spring. There has also
been one infrequent visitor that has trav
eled to the area. An immature male or
chard oriole was seen eating at the suet
feeder during the snow storm on May 9 at
the home of Eileen and Herbie Clark. The
only other time that she has recorded an
orchard oriole visiting at their home was
four years ago on May 16.
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Modified Memorial Day ceremonies set
by Eileen Curry
Memorial Day observances will be held
in Perry and Pleasant Point on Monday,
May 25, with adjustments to the ceremo
nies to conform to social distancing rules.
Retired Army Lt. Col. Andy Pottle will
lay wreaths at the Perry Municipal Build
ing veteran monument and at veterans’
graves at the tribal cemetery at Sipayik.
“There will be an abbreviated ceremo
ny at both sites, an opening prayer and a
few words to remind us why we are here,”
he says. The honor guard will appear for a
gun salute and a Taps tribute.
Pottle is encouraging anyone who at
tends the short ceremonies to maintain so
cial distancing, to observe from a vehicle,

to avoid crowding and to wear face masks.
Pottle and a small veteran entourage
will be in Charlotte at 8 a.m., in Perry at 9
a.m., at the Pleasant Point cemetery at 10
a.m. and in Eastport at the waterfront be
hind the WaCo Diner at 11 a.m.
The wreaths that will be used to deco
rate the veterans’ monument and graves
were donated by Alden Mingo of Mingo’s
Evergreen Products.
In Calais, a small ceremony will take
place at 10 a.m. at the Ferry Point Bridge
and then at Memorial Park and the Calais
Cemetery, led by members of the Ameri
can Legion Sherman Brothers Post #3.
There will be no public participation dur
ing the ceremonies..
SIGNS along Route 1 in front of the Perry Elementary School feature the eighth grade
students who are graduating this year. Residents, families of students and visitors are
encouraged to drive by to see the display of the graduating class. (Edward French
photo)

Perry school honors graduating students

THIS BALTIMORE ORIOLE arrived at the home of Eileen and Herbie Clark in Char
lotte on May 15. (Eileen Clark photo)

ROBBINSTONGRANGE ACTIVITIES
The Granges have not met for any reg
ular meetings. Jacksonville, Alexander,
Cathance, Perry and Jonesboro are all hop
ing that when June comes they can again
have meetings. It was with great sadness
that this year’s Hometown Jubilee in Al
exander, which was scheduled for July,
has been cancelled.
The Grange hall in Robbinston report
edly has been sold. The Robbinston
Grange members have joined with the Per
ry Grange. The Perry Grange is also sad
about not being able to hold their yard
sale.
Junior Grange held a Zoom meeting on
May 9, and it was exciting for everyone
who took part in it. The Junior Grange
has put together a song on the state’s 16
counties for celebrating Maine’s 200th

Perry Harvest Fair
cancelled for 2020
After due consideration, the Perry Rec
reation Committee is sorry to announce
that they are going to postpone the Har
vest Fair until next year. It is with a deep
regret that this decision has been made,
but the committee feels with the un
knowns of the COVID-19 virus the safest
avenue is to postpone the fair.
The committee states their appreciation
to the vendors who every year make this
fair one of the most popular in the eastern
part of the state.

by Helen Brooks
________ __________ Tel. 454-7409
birthday. Any youngsters ages 5 to 14 who
would like to learn more about the con
tests and events may contact Helen Brooks
at 853-0890.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Robbinston Historical Society has
cancelled its annual Memorial Day week
end yard sale. They are trusting that later
they can continue with events that have
been planned.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
The Sewall Memorial Congregational
Church front window shines for the month
of May for Marion Chisholm, given by
her daughter Bonnie Lyons.
The doors of the church will be opened
on Thursday, June 4, from 1 to 3 p.m. for
anyone who would like to drop in for
prayer or meditation.
AROUND AND ABOUT
Finnegan Walters, age 3, of Honolulu,
Hawaii, who is fighting leukemia, extends
his appreciation for all of the cards and
packages that have been sent to him. He
loves being surrounded by all of his mail.
Sadly, with the delay in the mail lately
and a misunderstanding with the hospital
mail room, some letters and packages have
been returned to the senders.
Mail should be sent to: Finnegan
Walters, PO Box 29972, Honolulu, Ha
waii 96820. He is the son of Todd and
Sarah Walters, grandson of David and
Sherry Sivret of Alexander and greatgrandson of Helen Brooks of Robbinston.

^amt SCateri alekakniitha JJarish
Catholic Mass Schedule - LIVEstream
Join us on our Facebook page
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Parish
Sunday-Friday at 9 a.m. and Saturday at 4 p.m.
Tel: 454-0680 • E-mail: stktparish@portlanddiocese.org

by Eileen Curry
Perry Elementary School students have
been at home during the COVID-19 pan
demic participating in Zoom classrooms
and assignments with guidance from
school staff and the help of parents. Start
ing on Friday, May 29, there will be no
new assignments. From Monday to Fri
day, June 1 to 5, students will turn in yearend work by dropping it off at the school.
Students who need remediation will work
with teachers to finalize their work.
The last day of the year will be June 5.
On Monday, June 8, students must return
computers at stations outside of the
school. Personal belongings that were left
at the school will be returned to students
on June 8, and a hot lunch of a hot dog or
hamburger will be available following
COVID-19 safety guidelines.
Teachers will have professional devel
opment days to support new initiatives and
future remote learning ideas if needed.
The teachers will enjoy a lunch from the
New Friendly Restaurant on Friday, June
12, to thank them for their dedication to
students during the pandemic.

Eighth grade graduation
A 2020 Perry Elementary School driveby graduation photo extravaganza show
cases each of the 12 graduating students.
The “procession” was “a surprise for ev
eryone,” according to Grade 8 teacher Joni
Kinney. Kinney enlisted Mary Pelletier of
S&M Designs to print each student’s
school picture on 2020 banners. The ban
ners were posted in front of the school by
Kinney and her parents, Dennis and Lor
raine Kinney. Starr Calder helped with the
idea of contacting the designer.
Principal Linda Green says that Kinney
has been asking parents and students about
what kind of abbreviated graduation cere
mony they would like to participate in.
Green says, “There are so many unknowns
at this time,” but students are hoping to
plan an outdoor graduation at the end of
July or in the early weeks of August.
The Grade 8 graduates are Charles Bi
tar, Shaelynn Brown, Brenna Critchley,
Brianna Crossman, Sarah Curtis, Robert
Gamer, Jaycee Harkins, Quinlan McPhail,
Peyton Morang, Julian Morrison, Kaden
Small and Kristen Smith.

Newell to speak at SMCC graduation
Chris Newell, a Passamaquoddy tribal
member who serves as executive director
of the Abbe Museum in Bar Harbor, will
be the featured speaker at Southern Maine
Community College’s (SMCC) 73rd com
mencement, to be held virtually at 11 a.m.
on June 14. Newell is a professional mu
seum educator who was bom and raised in
Indian Township. He was appointed in Feb
ruary to head the Abbe Museum, which
preserves the art, culture and history of the
Wabanaki nations in Maine.
“Chris Newell has distinguished him
self as an educator and advocate for the
Wabanaki cultures and people in Maine,”
says SMCC President Joe Cassidy. “His
experience growing up on a reservation in
Maine and working as an educator will in
spire our graduates and provide learning
opportunities about Maine’s Native peo
ples, who have lived here for thousands of
years.”
Before being appointed to lead the
Abbe Museum, Newell was the education
T & G Cedar
paneling
available now.
Call for pickup
or delivery.

supervisor for the Mashantucket Pequot
Museum and Research Center in Connect
icut, where he led a team that created edu
cational experiences for more than 30,000
visitors. He and his colleagues also
launched an initiative to provide history
lessons about Native Americans to colleg
es, universities, museums, public schools
and other educational outlets throughout
New England.
Greg Johnson, Owner
iohnsonsmallengine@yahoo.com

G.W. Johnson
Small Engine
Pembroke, ME 04666
30+ years' experience • Factory Certified

207-214-6764
ATVs / Sleds/ Generators
Snowblowers / Lawn and Garden
Outboard / Chainsaws / Etc.

Pembroke Lumber Company

(207) 853-4419
5/4 eased edge cedar decking
4x4 cedar posts
2x4, 2x6 and 2x8 cedar
Cedar shiplap
Spruce, pine and hemlock available
Raised garden bed material
Custom sawing
Sawmill located on Rt. 214, Pembroke

Building a camp?
Try our 5" x 5"
natural round
Log Cabin material.
Call to receive a quote.
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Call or Text

.hsJ

207-214-1970
milesandus@yahoo.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

Northeast Real Estate
www.bhhsnere.com

Britani Holloway
Associate Broker

143 County Rd., Eastport: Two BR home located just over a mile to downtown and
Water Street shopping and dining. Single wide has had additions made to it over the
years including a large living room & foyer. Sit on your private deck & enjoy your
morning coffee. $44,900

29 Lincoln St., Eastport: Ranch home near downtown Eastport. 3 bedrooms, huge

living room, garage and paved driveway are just some of the features of this well kept
home. Quiet corner lot. Enjoy Eastport living at an affordable price! $67,775
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Lakeville Expansion project wins funding
The Trust for Public Land and the
Downeast Lakes Land Trust (DLLT) have
announced that the U.S. Forest Service
ranked the Lakeville Expansion project of
the Downeast Lakes Community Forest
first out of 22 applications from across the
country to the Community Forest and
Open Space Program.
“Community forests, an idea which
originated in New England, are truly town
halls in the woods,” says Betsy Cook,
Maine program director for the Trust for
Public Land. “This forest will be a vital
part of the Downeast Lakes region, and
we rely on surrounding communities’ sup
port and collaboration to make it a reali
ty.”
Local communities, DLLT and the
Trust for Public Land are working to pro
tect 2,025 acres to create the Lakeville
Expansion of the Downeast Lakes Com
munity Forest. The property, located on
Lower Sysladobsis Lake, which is part of
the headwaters of the west branch of the
St. Croix River, will be a valuable re
source for DLLT’s educational program,
which provides free outdoor education to
over 500 local students each year. In addi
tion, it will bolster the area’s outdoor rec
reation and forest products economies,
protect important working forest land and
wildlife habitat and improve access to a
close-to-home outdoor space for all.
Jay Petri, a fifth generation landowner
on Lower Sysladobsis Lake and member
of DLLT’s campaign committee for the
project, remarks, “We are excited about
the success that the Trust For Public Land
and DLLT has had to date. Our collective
goal is to create a 2,000-acre community
forest for people, wildlife and nature with

70 Chase Brook, Alexander: Year-round lakefront home on the shores of Meddybe-

mps Lake! Use this as your home or camp. Vaulted ceilings, massive windows
overlooking the lake, huge porch to enjoy endless afternoons at the water's
edge...essential lake life! Well kept & easy to maintain. $214,999

Home for Sale
by Owner
445 Gin Cove Rd., Perry: Inviting 4 BR home with lots of living area! Second-floor

open-concept living. Master bedroom suite has full bath & walk in closet. This home
would lend itself well to related living. Two-car attached heated garage. Home and
property are within a 3-minute walk to the ocean! $249,000

In Dennysville, overlooking Dennys
River. 4 BDs, living room, dining room,
2 1/2 baths, retro kitchen, den,
screened sunroom, 2 fireplaces, 2 ga
rages, on 30 acres, gravel pit. Near
rail/trail. $299,000.

207-214-4282

shore frontage on Sysladobsis and Horse
shoe lakes. We believe that the communi
ty forest will help grow the local economy
with employment and use of the commu
nity forest resources. It is with excitement
and pleasure that our goal of conservation
and good management is in sight.”
The U.S. Forest Service provided a
$600,000 grant through the Community
Forest and Open Space Program, bringing
the community even closer to its goal to
acquire the Lakeville property. But the
work is not yet done, and the Lakeville
community will be integral in making this
project a reality.
The support from the U.S. Forest Ser
vice would not have been possible with
out Maine’s congressional champions,
who advocated for the project and have
continued to be supporters of Maine’s out
doors and public lands.
“By linking together existing conserved
land, the Lakeville Town Forest project
will support broader conservation efforts
in Downeast Maine while adding muchneeded access points to the Downeast
Lakes Community Forest,” say Senators
Susan Collins and Angus King and Con
gressman Jared Golden. “The 2,025-acre
project will help protect critical wildlife
habitat and lake shoreline while support
ing sustainable timber management and
outdoor recreation, the region’s two larg
est industries.”
The Trust for Public Land hopes to ac
quire the land in 2021 and immediately
transfer it to DLLT for permanent owner
ship as a part of the Downeast Lakes Com
munity Forest. This acquisition ensures
local leadership in land management and
stewardship decisions, giving local resi
dents the opportunity to guide the future
of the forests and lakes surrounding their
communities.
Steve and Nancy Norris, owners of the
Pines Lodge & Cabins on Sysladobsis
Lake, remark, “It’s with heightened antic
ipation that the Pines Lodge looks for
ward to the addition of the Lakeville
Expansion to complement the wonderful
wilderness experience available to all
around Sysladobsis Lake. We are one of
very few businesses who provide public
access to one of Maine’s hidden gems and
believe this project will assure outdoor
enthusiasts a respite to enjoy nature at its
finest.”
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Looking to buy or sell? I'm Your MAINE Man!
Call me. Mike MacPhee at 207-952-2001
$ e .asa

Associate Broker/REALTOR®

michaelmacphee@myfairpoint.net
"It's Cooler Way DownEast!"

731 Shore Rd., Perry: Located on beautiful Shore Road just a few minutes walk from
the bay! Nice large lot with both open spaces & wooded backyard. Enjoy both privacy
& nature! New electrical throughout, mostly newer windows & newer flooring. Enjoy
country living! $44,900

270 Shattuck Rd., Calais: Exceptional country home ideally located to enjoy the

proximity to the ocean, lakes, shopping and schools. Perfect for a family or related
living. Enjoy summers on the deck, bonfires and family living on 3 plus acres.
Screened-in porch, remodelled living room and attached garage. $230,000

Client Focused. Result Driven.

'

4 Stevens Ave, Eastport, Unit #1

Condo in-town Eastport with solid Airbnb rental history. This unit is a two story with two
bedrooms. There is a new metal roof and vinyl siding, on demand hot water, and the
propane furnace is only five years old. Includes patio area, deck, and one half of garage
for storage. Very warm and comfortable space to enjoy yourself or rent out. The current
rental manager lives in the other unit and takes care of all aspects of a rental.
■MOST LISTINGS ARE A VAILABLE TO SHOW. HOWEVER, COWD-19 PRECAUTIONS ARE IN PLACE FOR ALL SHOWINGS. *
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CHURCH BUILDING IN CALAIS FINDS NEW LIFE WITH AREA NONPROFIT (from page 1)
the congregation settled on Sunrise Op
portunities, “an important charity that
helps challenged and disadvantaged peo
ple. In that way some of our work in the
community will continue. For that we give
thanks,” she adds.
Thom Michaud, CEO of Sunrise Op
portunities, says, “We’re so excited and
grateful that the church chose us.” The
nonprofit will move its Frank N. Beckett
Center program for adults over to the
ground floor of the church building.
“There are too many for our current
space,” he explains. The larger space also
expands “opportunities for opening adult
daycare,” he adds. Adult daycare is a pro
gram for adults who live in their own
homes with a caregiver or family mem
bers but who have memory loss problems,
such as dementia and Alzheimer’s. The
daycare centers allow for a safe environ
ment for the adult while their caregiver
and family members have time to work,
run errands or take a break. “It extends the
ability of the family to keep their loved one
at home.” He adds, “The program will fall
in line well with our current programs.”
The second floor, where the congrega

tion worshiped and concerts were held,
will continue to serve as a community
space. Michaud mentions the Passamaquoddy Bay Symphony Orchestra and
how its concerts in the space are much
loved. While the timeline for transferring
programs isn’t set in stone yet, he hopes to
be in the building by a year’s time.

A long history of service
In another five years the Congregation
al church will be 200 years old. However,
the current building is not. According to a
revised history compiled by John E.
McLeod, there were only eight people in
the original church membership back in
1825, when they met in the Old Center
School House on Main Street. They de
cided to build the first church at the top of
the hill near the current church site. “From
old accounts, it wras originally very plain,”
McLeod writes. The congregation grew
and so did its needs. When the old school
house burned down, leaving the members
without a place to conduct Sunday school,
they decided to build a new church.
In 1871 construction began based on
the plans of the Boston-based architect
John Stevens, whose church
designs can be found through
out New England and in Saint
John. The roof was slate, and
the original weathervane atop
the main steeple belfry was an
imposing 165 feet above
ground.
The church also had a
Stevens tracker-action pipe or
gan, which attracted the atten
tion of organist Leon Corliss,
who retired to the Calais area.
Lane had joined the chorus in
1970 and remembers with
amusement a mishap a few
years later. “Mr. Corliss liked
to open all the stops on the or
gan once in a while, which
caused a vibrating effect. One
time when the choir, standing
in front of the organ, wras sing
ing, some decorative wood
high up on the organ came
BUILT IN 1871 and designed by John Stevens, this loose and tumbled down upon
First Congregational Church building was destroyed us.” Corliss and his choir mem
bers were stunned into silence.
by afire in 1992. (Photo courtesy of Mary Lane)
Luckily Dr. Hazen Mitchell

MCCS offers free dosses to graduates
The high school Class of 2020 is get
ting an early graduation gift - free summer
courses at community colleges. Students
who graduate in 2020 are invited to apply
for the online courses. A student taking
two free college courses this summer at a
community college can save between
$2,000 and $7,000 in tuition. “The Class
of 2020 has lost a lot this spring from
missing out on proms and traditional grad
uation ceremonies to a disruption of their

college and work plans,” says David
Daigler, president of the Maine Commu
nity College System. “Summer jobs are
likely to be in short supply. We hope this
can save the Class of 2020 significant time
and money in reaching their goals.”
Students interested will be eligible to
choose from online classes in English,
math, sciences, languages, psychology,
history and more. More information is at
<www.mccs.me.edu/class-gift-2020/>.

THE CURRENT FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH of Calais was built after a
devastating fire that destroyed the former church building in 1992. The buildings have
served the congregation for almost 200 years, and with the decision of the congregation
to turn the building over to Sunrise Opportunities, it will begin a new life of service to
the community. (Photo courtesy of Mary Lane)

was attending the service, so he went up
to the choir loft and made sure everyone
was unharmed. Once they were pro
nounced unscathed, the organist and choir
proceeded to the front of the church, and
the service continued accompanied by the
less-resonant piano. “The trustees made
sure that all the pieces were securely at
tached before we were allowed into the
choir loft again,” Lane remembers.
Lane says, “For some reason a very
simple event that happened in 1986 has
stayed with me. We were at a low point
with different ministers each Sunday and
Christmas was upon us. The laity orga
nized a Christmas Eve service during,
which Bob Treworgy, a well-known phar
macist and church member, read to us,
"One Solitary Life,’ a simple and short
statement about the life of Jesus. I realized
that no matter what you believe or don’t
believe about Jesus, he made an incredi
ble impact on the world, which has con
tinued to this day.”
The magnificent building served its
congregation through ups and downs, but
in 1992 it burned to the ground. Lane says,
“When I think back over the years, I see a
sea of faces of people who came and went,
but while with us they tried their best to
serve others and make our church com
munity a place where we would enjoy be
ing together.” After the fire, “the
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members, as well as the community, felt
the devastation. At the time we had no
idea that a beautiful structure would be
built on the site, thanks to the blessings of
insurance coverage. There’s no doubt that
we have enjoyed the comfort and efficien
cy of the new building.”
Dr. Mark Hatfield was the minister at
the church starting in 2006 on a Sundayonly basis while he worked full-time at
another church in St. Stephen. Upon his
retirement in 2016 he began working parttime for the Calais church to help the con
gregation see if it could reverse the
downward trend in membership. “It’s a
sad thing when you’ve been part of a
church for the bulk of your life and then
it’s gone,” he remarks. But once the con
gregation made the decision to find a new
life for the church building, they met the
challenge. “We’re responsible for this
beautiful building,” he relates. The ques
tion was how to find a new owner that had
the financial resources to care for it but
would also use it in a manner that was
“doing good work.” Sunrise Opportuni
ties fit the bill.
Lane intends to write the church’s re
cent history, picking up where McLeod’s
history left off. “It will be a labor of love,”
she says, and a fitting testament to a
church with a rich history of serving the
community.
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HeatherWood
Gardens
GREENHOUSE & GARDEN CENTER
PROFESSIONAL GROWERS FOR 44 YEARS
Rt. 1, Baring, Maine * Phone 454-351 8
Choose from our large selection of memorial and patio arrangements,
including pedestals, color bowls and window boxes
to remember your loved ones or to beautify your home

GE® 30” Free-Standing Gas Range

For your convenience, have your planters professionally filled here

Model # JGBS66DEKWW

We have a full selection of vegetable and flower seedlings
12 colors of high quality geraniums
A large variety of half baskets, hanging bags and potted plants
as well as Washington County's largest selection of hanging baskets

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS
30 in x 47 1/4 in x 28 3/4 in
Edge-fo-edge cooktop
Extra-large integrated non-stick
griddle
15,000 BTU Power Boil burner
Center oval burner
Steam clean
Precise Simmer burner
Heavy duty, dishwasher-safe grates

APPLIANCES

GE • HOTPOINT • CROSLEY • SPEED QUEEN • PREMIER » UNIQUE * HAIER • FRIGIDAIRE

We service what we sell! • Ask about special financing
Pick up yourself and save more!
86 North Street, Calais, ME 04619 • 454-3650
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Saturday by appointment

For 2020 we have large wave petunias,
new guinea impatiens, ivy geraniums,
fuchsias, million bells, bacopa
and many beautiful combination baskets
Open Monday through Saturday 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sundays 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Email: heatherwoodgardens@myfairpoint.net
DLike us on Facebook
to enjoy a preview of
our many beautiful plants
HeatherWood Gardens - Established 1976
A licensed State of Maine Grower
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Bill would amend PPP access for hospitals
Congressman Jared Golden has intro
duced new legislation that would make
Calais Regional Hospital (CRH), Penob
scot Valley Hospital and other nonprofit
critical access hospitals across the country
permanently eligible for small business re
lief under the Paycheck Protection Pro
gram (PPP). The two hospitals were
denied access to the program last month
after the Small Business Administration
(SBA) decided organizations with ongo
ing bankruptcy proceedings would not be
permitted to apply. Since that time, court
proceedings have granted them access to
the program, but only on a temporary ba
sis.
“Many Mainers in rural communities in
Washington and Penobscot counties count
on Calais Regional [Hospital] and Penob
scot Valley [Hospital] for healthcare and
for good-paying jobs,” says Golden. “The
government shouldn’t be putting up barri
ers for these hospitals - and other strug
gling nonprofit critical access hospitals
across the country - to access the relief
funds they need to keep their doors open
and their workers employed during the
coronavirus crisis.”
Golden and Senators Susan Collins and
Angus King have written to SBA Admin
istrator Jo vita Carranza urging her to

amend the agency’s yet-to-be finalized
PPP rules to make nonprofit critical ac
cess hospitals currently undergoing Chap
ter 11 reorganization eligible for PPP
relief. Earlier this month, a judge issued a
restraining order against the SBA to allow
CRH and Penobscot Valley Hospital to
submit an application for PPP aid. The
restraining order is temporary, and critical
access hospitals under financial stress are
in need of a permanent, reliable solution
for access to PPP funds.
“Our hospital is important to public
health and the economy in our communi
ty,” states Rod Boula, CEO of CRH. “We
are the largest employer in our communi
ty and contribute an approximate $38 mil
lion in economic impact per year. Rep.
Golden and the delegation’s letter was ex
tremely helpful in the decision made to
allow CRH to participate in the PPP. Even
though we have this temporary win in the
courts, a permanent solution is really
needed. I believe the nation has become
fully aware as to how vulnerable our hos
pitals are with this pandemic. Prior to the
pandemic, over half of rural hospitals
were struggling financially. The National
Rural Health Association estimates that
over 500 small rural hospitals will close
in the next year nationwide.”

Calais police post monthly incident report
The Calais Police Department report for
the past month includes the following
charges.
On April 12 Kathleen Moores, 33, of
Calais was summonsed for criminal
threatening.
On April 19 Steven Day, 36, of Calais
was summonsed for operating an ATV on
a closed trail and operating a pick-up truck
on a designated ATV trail.
On April 21 Aaron Labonte, 27, of

Baileyville was summonsed for criminal
mischief.
On May 3 Jonathon Livingston, 23, of
Calais was summonsed for driving to en
danger.
On May 4 Felicia Newell, 31, of Calais
was summonsed for assault.
During April, the Calais Police Depart
ment responded to 150 incidents, includ
ing 139 calls for service, three accidents
and eight citations.
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Hospital seeks lender for PPP funding
by Edward French
As of May 19, the Calais Regional Hos
pital (CRH) had so far been unsuccessful
in finding a bank willing to submit its
application to the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) for a Paycheck Pro
tection Program (PPP) loan.
Although a federal bankruptcy court
judge issued a temporary restraining order
so that the hospital can apply for the fed
eral funding to help prevent it from clos
ing, banks have been unwilling to submit
the application because they do not want
to risk their own financial well-being with
out knowing how the SBA and federal
government will reimburse lenders for any
extension of funds to a debtor in bank
ruptcy.
The hospital had earlier not been al
lowed to apply for the funding because of
an SBA rule preventing organizations that
have filed for bankruptcy, as CRH did last
year, from being eligible for funding, al
though the CARES Act itself does not
block companies in bankruptcy from par
ticipating in the PPP. The hospital has
been seeking $1,835 million through the
program. Because of its inability to re
ceive PPP funding, the hospital recently
laid off 20 of its 212 full-time equivalent
positions.
The hospital is now filing motions with
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District

Baileyville offers
online registrations
The Town of Baileyville has launched
Rapid Renewal, the Department of the
Secretary of State’s online service for the
renewal of motor vehicle registrations.
Rapid Renewal may be accessed through
<www.maine.gov/sos/online_services/
index.html>.

of Maine to indemnify the lenders. It also
filed a motion to extend the time to allow
the hospital to submit an application for
PPP funds, and that request was approved,
with the deadline extended through May
19.
DeeDee Travis, the hospital’s vice pres
ident, community relations, says that CRH
has received other relief funds “to assist
us while we continue our efforts to secure
PPP funds.” The hospital has asserted that
without the funding it might be forced to
discontinue business operations by early
June.

Folk art festival
cancelled this year
Organizers of the Grand Lake Stream
Folk Art Festival have officially pulled
the plug on this year’s festival following
Governor Janet Mills’ news conference
on April 28, in which she announced that
no gatherings could be held in the state
with more than 50 people until at least the
first of September to ensure the health and
safety of residents during the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic. This year’s festival
was planned for July 25 and 26.
Bill and Cathy Shamel, two of the festi
val founders and organizers for the past
26 years, contacted exhibitors and musi
cians to inform them of the difficult deci
sion. They assure the many dedicated fans
of the festival that they intend to move
forward with plans for the 2021 festival.
People who planned to attend this year
are encouraged to follow the festival’s Fa
cebook page for updates. Festival vendors
may be contacted online to order prod
ucts, and contact information for most
vendors is available by sending a Face
book message or via e-mail on
<www.grandlakestreamfolkartfestival.com>.

CONGRA TULA TIONS TO CLASS OF 2020
Call me,

Mike MacPhee

at 207-952-2001

Associate Broker/REALTOR®
michaelmacphee@myfairpoint.net
www.dueeast.com

"It's Cooler Way DownEast!"
***MOST LISTINGS ARE AVAILABLE TO SHOW. HOWEVER, COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS ARE IN PLACE FOR ALL SHOWINGS.***

LAND LISTINGS
22 & 25 Prime St., Eastport. Land Ho!

Dream home parcel available with south
east facing ocean frontage/view hillside.
Spring on property for abundant water
usage. Property is on both sides of quiet
dead end road, with road and ocean front
age with rocky beach on Prince Cove in
Eastport's South End. $117,500.
MLS#1446784

5 Johnson St., Eastport
Cute, 3BR/2B Cape w/detached
garage & woodshed. $65,000

7 Dawson St., Eastport
4BR/2B Waterfront beach house.
Outbuilding is the last standing
smokehouse in Eastport. $188,900

40 Shackford St., Eastport
Well maintained quintessential Cape. 3
bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms. Large storage
shed w/shed. $98,000

1 Adams St. Eastport
This circa 1824 Federal 'Currier & Ives'
home w/2 story att. ell & barn. Too many
wonderful features to list. $339,000

Jacksonville Rd. East Machias. 3.7 acres.

Land has frontage on both Route 191 and
Ackley Road in the Jacksonville district of
East Machias. Gravel driveway and shed on
Route 191. A nice brook runs through
property as well. $19,500. MLS#1448611
Route 191, Cooper. 1.7 acres Panoramic
Cathance Lake view from this great building
spot on top of Cooper Hill with an elevation
of 548 feet. Land has blueberry growth on
level open field and also partially forested.

$17,000. MLS#1446720

South Meadow Rd. Perry

124 Otis Lane, Perry
Boyden Lakefront Cottage on 2.3 acres
$179,900

91 Leach Point Rd., Perry
Private Waterfront Country Home on
2.93 acres. $335,000

Large surveyed tract of land with 82 acres
and 2100 feet of shore frontage on Boyden
Lake $165,000. MLS#1362173
26 Garnet Head Rd. Pembroke. 2+ acre
lot on the Pennamaquan River. $29,900.
MLS#1441949

252 Ox Cove Rd., Pembroke
2BR Ranch set on 33 Acres with mix of
meadows, pond and forest $224,900

6 Wilson St., Eastport
Great waterviews of Passamaquoddy Bay
from 1st & 2nd floor decks. $112,000

28 Jacksonville Rd, East Machias
2BR/1B antique Cape! Gardening shed and
mature apple and pear fruit trees. $85,000

26 Madison Street, Eastport
3BR/2B Oceanfront living! 165' of
beach frontage! $289,000

Hardy Point Rd.Pembroke: Beautiful 6
acre building lot on Hardy Point Road in
Pembroke with long frontage on Cobscook
Bay. This property has year round access
with town paved road frontage and electric
ity available at road. Large cleared field
ready for driveway and home, some selec
tive clearing needed to maximize view.

$58,000 MLS#1427190
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CALAIS COUNCILLORS VOTE (from page 1)
get back to work and open businesses.”
Contrary to Sherrard’s assertion, public
health experts state that COVID-19 is sig
nificantly more lethal than the flu.
“We need to make sure that the rest of
the state knows that we are open for busi
ness,” stated Sherrard. “Because if it does
not happen soon, we’re not going to have
anything left. That is worse than the dis
ease itself.”
Mayor Billy Howard stated, “I think we
need get open as soon as possible. Any
body who is worried shouldn’t go out.”
Councillor Artie Mingo commented,
“Store businesses, recreation businesses,
if you can only run at 25% of business,
you can’t survive. We’re open for busi
ness. We need to let people know that.”
Mayor Howard added, “We’re not go
ing to force anybody” to reopen.
Councillor Mark Carr said, “The state
says restaurants can open on Monday
[May 18].” However, under the state’s
plan hotels and bars are to remain closed
statewide until at least June 1. Camp
grounds are now being allowed to reopen
beginning May 22, while the reopening of
gyms, fitness centers and nail salons is
being delayed.
In response to the vote, Rep. Will Tuell
of East Machias comments, “I guess we
will have to deal with the consequences. It
will be up to the governor. I don’t see how
the town can deal with the federal govern
ment. It puts everybody in a bad situa
tion.”
Checking with a random few business
es in town on May 18 found Hardwicke’s
Country Store at Ferry Point empty of cus
tomers. The Best Stop across the street
had already been closed for lack of busi
ness. The VIP on North Street had two
men working in the garage. While a few
calls came in, the next appointments were

being scheduled for May 21. The close
out squeeze at the Olde Boston Shoe Store
was offering 50% off deals. The three
clerks recognized not everybody was go
ing to wear masks, and they had already
arranged for police to remove those who
were not.
Other business
During the April 23 council meeting,
the council accepted a $1,000 grant from
Walmart to be used for COVID-19 issues
and CARES Act funds of $33,790 from
the federal government.
Motions regarding deferment of eco
nomic development loans, sewer bill in
terest, shared fireworks expenses at the
International Festival with St. Stephen and
cancellation of voluntary road tolls were
approved. At that point the April 23 meet
ing moved to executive session. There fol
lowed mention of the sewer budget, but
nothing was decided.
During the May 14 meeting, the coun
cil approved the 2018/2019 audit and
awarded a bid for the 2020 infrastructure
improvement project to Donovan Con
struction in the amount of $583,936. The
2020 paving program for Garfield St.,
Palmer St., McLean St., Plaster Mill, Saw
yer Avenue and the city building parking
lot, totalling $203,640, was approved.
The council authorized the public works
director to contact the contractors who
have solicited the lowest bids on the dif
ferent components of the salt shed project
and to offer the jobs to them.
Mayor Howard appointed Eddie Moreside, Michael Sherrard and Mike Ellis to
the newly formed Calais Regional Hospi
tal liaison committee.
Councillors voted to accept a grant of
$4,525 from the Maine Health Access
Foundation.
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Group to study impact of conserved lands
by Lora Whelan
Back in December 2018 a group of
about 25 municipal officials and employ
ees and staff from conservation and other
organizations gathered for the annual
meeting of the Washington County Coun
cil of Governments to discuss issues asso
ciated with conserved lands, open space
and tree growth programs. The number
one concern to percolate to the top of the
discussion was the need for policy chang
es at the state level, in particular when it
comes to revenue sharing and the cost
shifting that has occurred from state to
local municipalities, placing additional fi
nancial burdens on communities as land
in conservation and other state programs
reduces real estate tax collection.
The 2018 meeting was “quite a suc
cess,” says Downeast Conservation Net
work Coordinator Erin Witham. The result
was the formation of the Municipal Bud
gets and Conservation Collaboration, a
partnership between researchers, munici
pal leaders and conservation groups to fig
ure out how the impacts of conserved
lands, or lands in programs such as open
space, play into the larger picture of town
budgets in Downeast Maine.
There were misconceptions floating
about on both sides of the issue, explains
Jacob van de Sande, Maine Coast Heri
tage Trust land manager, who also works
to support the goals of the collaboration.
Witham adds that the partnership identi
fied “a lack of information as the main
barrier” to municipalities and conserva
tion groups understanding concerns, com
mon goals and how to move forward. To
that end the collaboration is using a twopart approach: gathering data and prepar
ing it in a usable format that promotes
decision-making based on fact, not per

ception; and engaging the wider commu
nity on how the information can be used
for community-informed solutions with
far-reaching benefits.
“Well-planned conservation projects
can provide economic benefit to a com
munity, but it can come at the cost of loss
in property tax revenue, which has im
pacted the relationship between conserva
tion organizations and their communities,”
explains Witham. “This fall we will be
working with Dr. Adam Daignault and
one of his [doctoral] students at [the] Uni
versity of Maine natural resources and
economics department to begin the data
collection needed to complete this re
search project.”
The project is configured to answer
questions that community members, lead
ers in municipal government and conser
vation organizations in Washington
County have about the many stresses on
municipal budgets, including conserva
tion. Witham adds, “This project is a firstof-its-kind opportunity for conservation
organizations and towns to collaborate on
solutions to this issue in a comprehensive
way.”
For additional information visit
<www.downeastconservationnetwork.org>.

Breast cancer group
sets online meeting
The Calais Area Breast Cancer Support
Group will meet on Friday, May 22, at 3
p.m. using the Zoom video conferencing
platform. This free “gathering” is a com
forting and safe environment to find en
couragement and hope. The group will
discuss the book Thriving After Cancer by
Lise N. Alschuler. For more information,
call Marianne Moore at 454-0501.

DOWN EAST PROPERTIES OFFERED BY

ft Kevin Raye
Associate Broker/ REALTOR®

CALL/TEXT 207-214-7900
www.dueeast.com

kevin@kevinraye.com

Put Kevin’s knowledge of Down East Maine to work for you!!
***MOST LISTINGS ARE A VAILABLE TO SHOW. HOWEVER, COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS ARE IN PLACE FOR ALL SHOWINGS. ***

203 Garnet Head Rd. Pembroke
3BR/2.5B on peaceful private
setting on Cobscook Bay.
$199,500

Lot 21-2 Pettegrow Point Rd. Machiasport
Spectacular views, crashing surf, beach &
private wooded lot.
$159,000

Lot 20 Garnet Head Rd. Pembroke
Beautiful & private 18.4 ac parcel w/600' of
sandy waterfront.
$118,000

US Route 1, Liberty Point, Robbinston
Gorgeous private and unspoiled 10 acre
lot with 350' feet of waterfrontage on
Passamaquoddy Bay!$139,000

218 Shore Rd, Perry
Views of Passamaquody Bay. Features a
dug well, newer septic system, 2 garages &
a barn. Wood lot in the back. $77,000

59 Key Street, Eastport

Everything is brand new! Beautifully reno
vated BR/2B open-concept home with
propane fireplace. $189,900

79 County Rd. Eastport
Sunny, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home
with a new roof and new floors.
$129,900

25 High Street, Eastport
Large in-town lot with two potential
building sites, includes partofformer
railroad. $42,500

512 Old Eastport Rd. Perry
Privacy w/views and waterfront.
Well-built & Comfy.
$187,500

20 Harris Point Rd. Eastport
Charming Rustic Log Cabin on water's
edge with magnificent views!
$185,000

25 Round Pond Lane, Charlotte
Adorable Lakeside cottage.
Completely furnished. Sleeps 5.
$134,500

57 Key St. Eastport
Attractive, distinctive & historic home
awaits your vision & updates.
$127,500

25 Toll Bridge Rd. Eastport
Wooded lot with 337' of waterfrontage
on Half Moon Cove. $39,900

Route 190, Perry
6 acres with prime road frontage near
Perry corner. $30,000
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Crossword
by Myles Mellor
1. Engine type
6. Opposite NNE
9. Espouse
12. Puccini opera
13. __ loss
14. Canal site
15. Inhibit
16. Cut
1 7. Trauma ctrs.
18. Climber's need
21. Explorer who
named the area
"New England"
24. Amen
25. Decorative
headbands
29. "Help___ the
way!"
30. Make a basket
* 38
in basketball
31. Himalayan
40
porters
34. Things to be
47
done
36. "Too Much
50
Monkey Business"
singers
38. Anti-slavery poet
from Massachusetts
40. Search engine
marketing ingredient,
for short
41. German article
42. Gown
47. '70s rock group, abbr.
48. Item in a photog's file
49. Figure in skating
50. 2003 Newhart film
51. Stab
52. Moore or Federer

Tides Crossword

DOWN

1. Reg.
2. Piggy

munity members to exhibit more than one
piece and the size and medium are not
limited to the physical gallery’s space.
Also starting on June 6 are the gallery’s
annual General and Small Works shows,
which run until July 28. The artist cooper
ative has 23 members with a wide range
of styles and mediums. Each artist will be
showing up to three works in each catego
ry, providing for a large and diverse show
for art lovers to browse.
The physical gallery space will remain
closed until the membership feels that it
can maintain a safe and healthy environ
ment for its members and the public. How
ever, when near its 109 Water Street
address in Eastport’s downtown, art lov
ers are encouraged to peek in the win
dows, where a variety of artworks will
rotate through the season, representing the
different virtual shows up and running.
The Eastport Gallery is a constituent of
the Eastport Arts Center. For more infor
mation, visit <www.eastportgallery.com>.

Starkweather paintings to return to TIMA

25

39

42

43

44

45

46

49

3. French 101 verb
4. Versatile playing card
5. Italian sculptor
6. Town in Oregon, Mass.
7. "That's enough!"
8. Yellowstone sight
9. 40 hours, to some workers
10. Head organs
11. A.M.A. members
19. Austin time
20. Second drink
21. Rib
22. English horn
23. Son of William the
Conqueror
24. "__ boom bah!"
26. Coating

Eastport Gallery to offer virtual season
The Eastport Gallery is opening for the
season with a flurry of virtual gallery
shows. A pre-season show, Paperworks,
will debut on Friday, May 22, and run to
Friday, June 6. Gallery members have cre
ated affordable artworks on paper and are
using the format to test-drive the new vir
tual gallery space, which will include In
ternet sale options.
Jude Kempe, the gallery’s president,
comments, “As they say, ‘Necessity is the
mother of invention!’ This will be our
35th season at the Eastport Gallery, and
we are continuing to transform thanks to
necessity. Our new virtual gallery is open
ing us up to new ideas and ways to reach
out to our community and friends near
and far. We hope you will join us in cele
brating throughout our summer season.”
The official virtual gallery season will
open on June 6, with the traditional and
well-loved Community Show, running un
til Friday, June 19. An advantage to the
virtual gallery is that it has allowed com
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L

27. Common links
28. Predecessor of rock
steady
32. Gadget protector
33. More showy
34. 16th U.S. president
35. Beam
37. Dark and dull
38.Sound
39. Part below a fetlock
40. Poker call
43. Brazilian grand prix
town
44. It's good if it is golden
45. Common pronoun
46. Atlas abbr.
Answers on page 8

Six early to mid-20th century paintings
by New York City artist William Stark
weather of the Passamaquoddy Bay re
gion and the Maritime provinces will be
returning to Eastport later this spring.
Twelve years ago, these paintings and 14
more were loaned by Peter and Barbara
Falotico to the Tides Institute & Museum
of Art for an exhibition of Starkweather’s
work. This exhibition was the first time
that his works of the area had ever been
displayed in the area.
When the six paintings return to East
port, they will be returning for good as the
Faloticos, who now live in Chapel Hill,
N.C., are donating the paintings to TIMA
to become part of its permanent collec
tion. Two of the paintings are of Eastport,
one of Grand Manan and the others of
Nova Scotia and the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
Hugh French, director of the Tides In
stitute, says, “We are extremely grateful to
the Faloticos for this donation. The paint
ings are a perfect fit for our cross-border
collecting interests. The Starkweather ex
hibition here was one of the most popular
exhibitions we have ever had. We knew
that these paintings would be coming into
our collections at some point, we just

didn’t know exactly when. The donation
of these works represents an important
piece of a much larger cultural legacy puz
zle that we are assembling.”
A copy of the catalogue that accompa
nied the exhibition of Starkweather’s
works at TIMA in 2008 can be viewed at
<www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/
63387380/starkweather-catalogue>.

THIS WATERCOLOR by New York City
artist William Starkweather of a coastal
scene at Eastport shows Shackford’s Cove
and the steeple of the Unitarian Church.

Arts center expands its online offerings

Local food pantries list hours
The food pantries that are open on
the same day every week are only listed
on that first date. Until further notice,
most food pantries have placed limita
tions on entry, with distribution occur
ring in a drive-through manner, in the
parking lot, with a limited number of
people inside or by delivery only.

FRIDAY - MAY 22
CAMPOBELLO FOOD BANK, Fri
days, 7 Bunker Hill Cross Road, 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m.
CALAIS FOOD PANTRY, Fridays,
513 Main Street, 1 to 3 p.m.
GRAND MANAN FOOD BANK,
Fridays, Pentecostal Assembly, 1 to 3
p.m.
REGULAR FOOD DISTRIBUTION,
Fridays, Garrapy Food Pantry and Nu
trition Center, Eastport, 2:30 to 6:30
p.m.
MONDAY - MAY 25
ST. ANN’S FOOD PANTRY, Mon
days through Thursdays, former transi
tion house, Pleasant Point, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.
MACHIAS FOOD PANTRY, Mon
days, Centre Street Congregational

Church, 1 to 6 p.m. For more informa
tion, call Eunice Mommens at 7334855.
CALAIS FOOD PANTRY, Mon
days, 513 Main Street, 3 to 5 p.m.

TUESDAY - MAY 26
EMERGENCY BAGS, Tuesdays,
Garrapy Food Pantry and Nutrition Cen
ter, Eastport, 9 to 11 a.m.
GRAND MANAN FOOD BANK,
Tuesdays, Pentecostal Assembly, 1 to 3
p.m.
WEDNESDAY - MAY 27
DEER ISLAND SAFETY NET
FOOD BANK, Wednesdays, 1 to 2 p.m.

THURSDAY - MAY 28
WOODLAND
COMMUNITY
FOOD PANTRY, 55 Broadway, first
and fourth Thursdays, 9 to 11 a.m.
CALAIS FOOD PANTRY, 513 Main
Street, Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
FOOD PANTRY at Whiting Village
School parking lot, Thursdays, 4 to 5:30
p.m. Open through the summer.
CAMPOBELLO FOOD BANK,
Thursdays, 7 Bunker Hill Cross Road, 6
to 8 p.m.

by Lauren Koss
The Eastport Arts Center’s (EAC)
board of directors announced on May 15
that the EAC building will remain closed
to the public during the continuing COVID-19 crisis. The closure, notes Gregory
Biss, board president, will continue “until
such time as we find that it is safe to
resume sponsoring regular social gather
ings that our patrons will feel safe attend
ing. In the meanwhile, we will continue to
increase our online arts offerings.”
These offerings have expanded steadily
since the center closed its doors in early
March, starting with shared playlists to
keep the two weekly dance groups mov
ing - from Alberta Hunter - and online
drawing groups - both for portraiture and
still life - hosted by Anne Shields Hop
kins. The large group of children involved
in EAC’s Children’s Theater Workshop
have been engaged with custom lessons
from Mark Macey, e-mailed each week.
EAC’s yoga teachers, Katie Melancon and
Lilli Danaea, have been leading classes
online. Stage East’s sketch comedy group,
Laugh Lab, has also begun offering online
weekly meetings, after beginning with a
five-part series spanning the history of
comedy - produced by group leader
Macey and shared on YouTube.
An added bonus of the online offerings
is that they know no geographic bounds.

Allan Gore, who is sheltering in place in
Florida, has been enjoying participating in
EAC yoga; Devon Kelley-Yurdin, a
former EAC staff member now living in
Portland, joined a recent drawing group;
and the Ecstatic Dance vibes are stretch
ing all the way to Colorado, where, de
spite the time difference, Jude Kempe,
Eastport Gallery president, dances to be
with the group in spirit.
Kempe is also engaged with creating
virtual experiences that are part of EAC’s
new offerings, with two online exhibitions
in place and two more coming soon.
Meanwhile, the center has been rolling
out its own original content: first, a virtual
concert and keyboard talk by Biss, pre
sented in installments - the latest is Etude
#3 by Philip Glass; coming soon are works
by Chopin, Schubert, Mozart and contem
porary Russian composer Nikolai Kapus
tin. Another project to anticipate is Stage
East’s “Life in Washington County,” an
all-digital collaboration between 30 par
ticipants, currently in the editing phase.
The EAC is appreciative of donations
at this uncertain time and encouraged by a
generous response thus far to the recently
sent annual letter requesting financial sup
port. Those able to donate may do so by
mail or directly on the website. Questions
may be sent to Chris Grannis, EAC direc
tor, at <chris@eastportartscenter.org >.

22 May, 2020

THE QUODDY TIDES

Page 27

LUBEC
New books at the Lubec Memorial Li
brary include the following.
Fiction
Hid from Our Eyes by Julia Spencer
Fleming
The Boy from the Woods by Harlan Coben
The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich
Writers and Lovers by Lily King
Apeirogon by Colum McCann
Blindside by James Patterson
Journey of the Pharoahs by Clive Cussler
The Last Tourist by Olen Steinhauer
The Library Policeman by Stephen King
Long Range by C.J. Box
Mirror and the Light by Hilary Mantel
The Other Mrs. By Mary Kubica
Golden in Death by J.D. Robb
Nonfiction
The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson
Range by David Epstein
Reprogramming the American Dream by
Kevin Scott
Writing on Stone by Christina Gillis
MACHIAS
New books at the Porter Memorial Li
brary include the following. Library re
opening details will be announced as soon
as possible.
Fiction for adults
Murder in Bel-Air by Cara Black
Chenoo: A Novel by Joseph Bruchac
The Librarians and the Pot of Gold by
Greg Cox
Winter in June, a “Rosie Winter” mystery
by Kathryn Miller Haines
13 rue Therese by Elena Mauli Shapiro
Nonfiction for adults
A Kind of Mirraculas Paradise: A True
Story about Schizophrenia by Sandy
Allen
Our Beloved Kin: A New History of King
Philip’s War by Lisa Brooks
Notre-Dame: A Short History of the
Meaning of Cathedrals by Ken Follett
Unstoppable: Harnessing Science to
Change the World by Bill Nye
A Broken Flute: The Native Experience in
Books for Children edited by Doris
Seale and Beverly Slapin
Nonfiction for youth
Chester Nez and the Unbreakable Code:
A Navajo Code Talker’s Story by
Joseph Bruchac

Area 4-H club sets
arts, craft showcase
The University of Maine Cooperative
Extension 4-H Program is holding the
Washington County 4-H Arts and Crafts
Showcase for area youth. Artists do not
need to be 4-H members to participate;
the showcase is open to all Washington
County youth ages 5-18. Submissions will
be featured online on the 4-H website. For
more information and details on how to
enter, visit <extension.umaine.edu/washington/washington-county-4-h-arts-andcraft-showcase/>. The deadline for
submissions is Monday, June 15.

Sunbury Shores
set to reopen soon
Sunbury Shores Arts & Nature Center
in St. Andrews has offered a new project
designed to support local artists during
the pandemic. Artists have been setting up
studios in the center’s front windows. The
building has been closed to the public, so
all interactions must be virtual or digital.
The center will be reopening on June 1,
with social distancing, limits on number
of people and pre-screening questions. A
group photography show from the St. An
drews Photography Club will be on dis
play from June 1 to June 20. This will be
followed by “DASH,” with a start date of
June 19.

A LITTLE DISAGREEMENT occurred recently at the swallow house in Pembroke. (Don Dunbar photo)

Hermit:
The Mysterious Life
of Jim Whyte
by Jeffrey H. Ryan. Maine Authors Pub
lishing, 2019, softcover $17.95.
Review by RJ Heller
“Stories,” said Campbell. “Every one
of us has one. And they die along with us
if we don’t share them. Jim Whyte knew.
That’s why he told me so much toward
the end.”
Maine is a unique place. Given its vast
geographic expanse, a person can easily
get lost within its woods and mountains
whether they want to or not. Such is the
case of one person, the subject of Jeffrey
Ryan’s book, Hermit: The Mysterious Life
of Jim Whyte. Whyte most definitely
wanted to stay lost.
Stories abound in Maine about people
walking away from the life they once
knew and creating another world for
themselves off-grid and off-people. Ry
an’s story is about a man who did just that
in the North Woods of Maine, eight miles
outside of Monson, near Lake Onawa. For
the people living there, whispers of sto
ries about Whyte percolated for decades
into tall tales or even deeper into all the
trappings of a deep-rooted crime drama.
Ryan, a writer who travels and lives in
a 1985 VW camper, has written exten
sively about the outdoors, hiking and his
tory. While researching old trail maps for
his first book on his own 28-year experi
ence hiking the Appalachian Trail, a
friend of Ryan gave him a copy of a 1930s
Maine trail guide written by Myron
Avery. Inside he found a reference to a
side trail that led to the cabin of a mysteri
ous character named Jim Whyte. From
there, Ryan began researching newspaper
articles of that time period, as well as
speaking to the Monson Historical Soci
ety. With the information he obtained,
Ryan knew he had to try and tell this
story.
What is known about Whyte is that he
was bom William Bosene in New York
City in the 1850s, the son of German im
migrants. He leaves home at age 16 on a
journey that takes him to Germany, where
he joins the German army. Years later he
is a U.S. Merchant Marine. From there he
travels the world, spending time in the
South Seas - where he supposedly dives
for pearls - and in Idaho prospecting for

gold. Along this circuitous route of an al
ready peculiar life, Whyte does a lot of
business - some legitimate, most question
able. But by 1895, when he arrives in
Monson, Bosene is a wealthy man who
speaks six languages and has a new name
-Jim Whyte.
Ryan tells this story by way of a semifictional approach through the eyes of
Ben, who hears about Whyte while visit
ing his uncle’s camp on Lake Onawa. Ben
is captivated by the stories he hears from
his uncle and another longtime resident of
the woods, Phil Campbell, and seeks to
find out all he can about the mysterious
Whyte. We as readers are taken along as
Ben retraces Whyte’s footsteps, research
ing his cabin life and annual city trips and
especially his rare interactions with the
townspeople of Monson. Along the way
Ryan uncovers a tantalizing life unknown
to many. Ryan expertly blends facts with
trace stories documented through his re
search. His storytelling is spot on and pro
vides a gripping narrative of a mysterious
life as it seeps through the folds of hear
say, finally coming to rest on legendary
status.
It is the story of a quiet and elusive man
- a hermit - who builds a life on 30 acres
near Borestone Mountain. Over the course
of these years, two women will live with
him. The first, his wife Dora, arrives with
Whyte and is not seen again until a year

later when she suddenly flees. The sec
ond, a woman named Tessa, arrives short
ly after and will be his companion for the
next 20 years.
With his cabin now built, Whyte lives
his life there, rarely speaking to others or
visiting town, except when making his an
nual pilgrimage to New York City, sup
posedly to visit family. It was said Whyte
would leave quietly only to return more
prosperous and happier. It is when Tessa
leaves him that things begin to turn bad
financially, and Whyte, impacted by this,
suddenly becomes more sociable in town,
pawning his lavish items for money.
It is the story of a Canadian train loaded
with Far East goods, train whistles and
flashing light signals, barrels of opium and
a nighttime rendezvous of a man and a
train. There is extravagance, such as the
first automobile north of Portland, which
Whyte eagerly shows off, a vast collec
tion of firearms and cash, whispers of
crimes committed and a $40,000 buried
treasure somewhere near his cabin.
Whyte died in 1933, spending his last
years at a Masonic hospital in New Jersey.
In 1973 Whyte’s cabin was tom down.
Many holes were also found around the
property, evidence of one story’s continu
ation. Some say it is a fitting end to a very
full and mysterious life. For Ryan, it’s just
another chapter to a story he hopes will
last forever.

Films offer insight on screen time impact
During these unprecedented times,
many people are not only experiencing
increased levels of stress and anxiety but
are also turning to smartphones, tablets
and computers more than ever for social
connection, remote work or school, to
shop for groceries and more. Does the
increasing dominance of screen time have
an impact on social and emotional health?
Through Sunday, May 31, Healthy Aca
dia and the Partnerships for Success ini
tiative are offering free, at-home viewing
of two documentary films focused on so
cial-emotional health and the impacts of
screen time.
Screenagers: Growing Up in The Digi
tal Age is the first feature documentary to
explore the impact of screen technology
on youth and offer parents and families
proven solutions. What started out as a per
sonal story for one has grown into a nation
al movement, helping millions of teens and

their families navigate growing up in a
world with instant access to screens.
Filmmaker and physician Dr. Delaney
Ruston takes the conversation around
screens and teens to the next level with
Screenagers Next Chapter: Uncovering
Skills for Stress Resilience, a film that ex
amines the science behind teen’s emotion
al challenges, the interplay of social media
and what can be done to help them build
crucial skills to navigate stress, anxiety
and depression in the digital age.
Community members can view these
two films from their home computers or
smart TVs, as well as dig deeper into the
topic with a live virtual question and an
swer session with a panel of local profes
sionals. The virtual question-and-answer
session will be held on Healthy Acadia’s
Facebook page at 4 p.m. on Thursday,
May 28. To access links to the films, visit
<www.healthyacadia.org>.
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St. Stephen native speaks at Frye Festival

AN OFFICIAL CREDITS FAST ACTION by the provincial government, people follow
ing the rules and luck for keeping the number of COVID-19 cases low in New Brunswick
compared to Maine. (Derwin Gowan photo)

PROVINCE CREDITS (from page 1)
tion not followed through in abiding by
those rules, we would not have the situa
tion we have.” He now worries “we feel a
bit too safe a bit too early.” The New
Brunswick Health Council, an arm’slength provincial agency headquartered in
Moncton, reports publicly on and engages
citizens to improve the healthcare system.
New Brunswick ordered students into
isolation on returning from trips over
March break, then closed schools and nonessential services before declaring a state
of emergency on March 19. “Next door in
Maine, for the overall state, it was a few
weeks later, and those are critical times in
those early days where you have, yes, peo
ple who may have symptoms, but a lot of
asymptomatic people walking around,”
Robichaud says.
Premier Blaine Higgs has publicly ac
knowledged that Education Minister Do
minic Cardy recognized the danger early,
but Robichaud gives credit to the premier,
provincial Chief Medical Officer of
Health Dr. Jennifer Wylie-Russell and op
position party leaders - Liberal Kevin
Vickers, Green David Coon and People’s
Alliance Kris Austin - who sit on an all
party cabinet committee on COVID-19.
“Having a very decisive government with
a population that would not collaborate,
today, if we had a huge problem on our
hands, we’d be blaming the population, so
if we’re not having a problem, I think
much credit is also deserved to go to our
population, because people were very as
tute in following those guidelines early
on,” Robichaud says.
New Brunswick was “very lucky” to
keep COVID-19 out of seniors’ residenc
es, Robichaud says. “You know, it would
have been just as easy for anyone who had
contracted COVID-19 to have visited a
relative in a nursing home or whatnot at
that time, not knowing that they were in
fected.” Today, people visiting New Brun
swick nursing homes stand outdoors,
talking to loved ones through open win
dows.
The relatively small number of interna
tional travellers helped, too, Robichaud
says. The numbers in Maine increase “the
closer you get to Boston.” As of May 18,
Cumberland County, including Portland
and South Portland, accounted for 863 of
Maine’s reported COVID-19 cases, more
than half the state total. York County, in
cluding Biddeford, Sanford and Saco, ac
counted for another 302. The state
reported only two confirmed cases in
Washington County, both recovered, and
one in the very rural Piscataquis County.
Numbers for Charlotte County are not
readily available because New Brunswick
reports numbers by health regions not fol
lowing county lines.
In Nova Scotia, the central health re
gion including Halifax accounted for 895
of the province’s reported 1,044 COVID19 cases as of May 19. The 2016 census
reports Halifax at 403,131 people out of a

total provincial populat'on of 923,598.
“If you look at Quebec, it is not Que
bec, it is Montreal. It’s i t the urban ar
eas,” Robichaud says. Quebec reported a
total of 44,197 cases, 22,317 of them in
the Montreal region, up to May 19. The
2016 census counted the Montreal re
gion’s population at 4,098,927, about half
the provincial total of 8,164,361.
Neither Maine nor New Brunswick has
a dominant center such as Halifax or Mon
treal. The most recent national censuses
record 71,889 people in Moncton, New
Brunswick’s largest city, and 66,417 in
Maine’s largest, Portland.
New Brunswick’s four communities
with more than 20,000 people - Moncton,
71,889; Saint John, 67,575; Fredericton,
58,636; Dieppe, 23,384 - add up to
221,484 people, about 30% of the provin
cial total.
In Maine, 10 communities have more
than 20,000 people - Portland, 66,417;
Lewiston, 35,944; Bangor, 31,997; South
Portland, 25,606; Biddeford, 25,514; Au
burn, 23,196; Sanford, 21,183; Brun
swick, 20,481; Scarborough, 20,352 adding up to 270,690, about 20% of the
state total. New Brunswick has about 27
people per square mile; Maine has about
43.
New Brunswick’s median age of 45.7
is higher than Maine at 44.6. About 20%
of the provincial population is 65 or older,
and many people suffer from diabetes, hy
pertension and other chronic health condi
tions. “We have a population here that
would have been very vulnerable had we
not been able to limit the exposure as we
did,” Robichaud says.
Cardy said in a news conference that
New Brunswick is taking a risk by easing
restrictions but that the province must re
start the economy. Robichaud understands
the dilemma. “The quarantines are taking
their toll on people’s mental health, and
mental health and physical health are very
closely related,” he says.
Sales of alcohol have increased, but Ro
bichaud could not say if people are drink
ing more or if they stocked up, worried
that liquor stores would close. He cau
tions, “As a coping mechanism, drinking
is unhealthy.” He welcomes reports of
people taking up new hobbies, including
increased sales of musical instruments.
Daycares are reopening, the province
now allows up to 10 people to attend
church services, households can now in
teract in two-family “bubbles,” and St.
Stephen is opening tennis courts.
“We’re in this for awhile, at least a year,
so we have to maintain a minimum
amount of due diligence,” Robichaud
says. He worries about the reaction if New
Brunswick records more cases, especially
if COVID-19 claims its first lives in the
province. “There is a possibility there will
be none, but we should be prepared for
the eventuality that there can be because,
just look around us,” he says.

by Derwin Gowan
St. Stephen native Lana Button had to
cancel a spring trip home to New Brun
swick when organizers cancelled the 21st
annual Northrop Frye Literary Festival in
Moncton in April, where she planned to
talk about her fifth picture book for young
children, What if Bunny’s Not a Bully?
This major Canadian literary event fell
victim to COVID-19, but Button did her
presentation from home in Burlington,
Ont., joining other authors in a virtual on
line version of the Frye Festival 2020.
What if Bunny’s Not a Bully deals with
second chances and children who feel left
out and is aimed at Kindergarten and pri
mary school age groups. “I like to write a
story that shines a spotlight on the kid that
might go unnoticed. And then maybe they
might relate back and say, ‘Wow, you
know what? Maybe that quiet kid really
wants to play, maybe that quiet kid feels
like that,’” Button says.
This is Button’s second picture book
with Kitty and her friends as the main
characters, after My Teacher is Not Here,
which deals with anxiety related to supply
teachers.
The Frye Festival might be a big deal
but, in her hometown, Button will forever
be known as John and Trudy Higgins’
child. She dedicated What if Bunny’s Not
a Bully to her mother. Button, who gradu
ated from St. Stephen High School in
1986, liked young children when she was
growing up. “I just loved any opportunity
to be around babies,” she recalls. She also
acknowledges a huge debt to teacher Ray
mond Dencer, who headed up the drama
club, doing two major productions a year
and prompting Button and other students
to pursue acting careers. “I hold him in
the highest esteem. Our drama cub was
pretty impressive, and it was everything
to me,” she says.
At 18 she left for Concordia University
in Montreal to study acting for theater.
She was cast in a television series in her

second year and left for Vancouver in her
third year without finishing her degree.
She performed in a couple of television
series and in a movie in Montreal, but she
wanted something steadier than the life of
an actor, especially as she hoped to get
married and have children.
She started supply teaching in daycares
in Vancouver and inquired about studying
early childhood
education. The
local programs
were all filled,
but someone told
her about “this
small, little col
lege in New
Brunswick” - the
New Brunswick
Community Col
lege (NBCC) in
St. Andrews LANA BUTTON
starting a new
program in early
childhood education. So at 25 she jumped
at the chance to come home to pursue her
dream. She completed the program in St.
Andrews, then married Tod Button, whom
she met at Concordia University. The But
tons have lived in Burlington for 21 years.
At NBCC Lana discovered children’s
picture books, a collaborative artistic out
let that could replace acting in her life.
She started writing 26 years ago, working
when her newborn was sleeping. Today,
she writes in the morning before going to
the Kindergarten where she works.
Button looked forward to the Frye Fes
tival this year. COVID-19 also prevents
her from working at the Kindergarten, too,
but she and her teaching partner do daily
readings and activities for their students on
line. She hopes to launch a book in St.
Stephen once COVID-19 is past. “When
ever everything opens up, I look forward
to coming home again and hopefully do
ing some kind of a book launch or some
thing,” she says.

Canada, U.S. extend border closure rules
by Derwin Gowan
The Calais City Council voted on May
14 to not stand in the way of businesses
reopening regardless of statewide restric
tions to contain COVID-19. However, Ca
nadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
announced that the Canada/United States
border will remain closed to non-essential
travel for another 30 days to June 21, so
St. Stephen shoppers should not line up at
the bridge just yet. “It means we will keep
going the way we are going for another
month. It’s pretty straight forward,” St.
Stephen Mayor Allan MacEachern says.
The two national governments decided
to extend restrictions at the border to
“keep people in both of our countries
safe,” Trudeau said in Ottawa, but
MacEachern says it causes hardship for
families with relatives on either side of
the St. Croix River. “Let’s say you want
to, instead of having someone over here in
your bubble, you can have part of your
family over there, you can’t do that. It’s a
tough situation, it really is,” he says.
New Brunswick will continue to limit
travel from the neighbouring Canadian
provinces of Quebec and Nova Scotia as
well from the United States, Premier
Blaine Higgs said in a news conference on
May 20. “Quebec, Nova Scotia and Maine
all have active cases of COVID-19, which
is why we have chosen to keep our bor
ders controlled at this time,” he said. All
non-essential traffic into New Brunswick
is prohibited, and peace officers are au
thorized to turn visitors away.
At the Calais council meeting, only
Councillor Marcia Rogers voted against
Councillor Mike Sherrard’s motion that
the city had no problem with businesses
reopening. Businesses can impose rules,
and customers can take responsibility for

their own safety, he said. “We need to let
the rest of the state know that we’re open
for business,” he adds.
The health authorities have confirmed
only two cases of COVID-19 to date in
Washington County, Sherrard said. “We
never had a curve in Washington County.
It always has been flat,” he stated. “They
just keep moving the target down the field
to keep these businesses closed. People
are suffering, and it’s going to be genera
tional.”
MacEachern declined to comment on
this vote on the other side of the river. “I
respect their decision over there, and I
hope they would respect ours over here,”
he says. “The people will, at different
businesses, police themselves. It’s no dif
ferent than the stores that are open now in
St. Stephen. It can work if everyone be
haves and respects people’s space and
stuff like that.”
“We opened up our tennis courts, but
there are stipulations in place. Anyone
that’s playing tennis has to have their own
hand sanitizer, and they have to practice
social distancing, and it has to be self
policed. We will do spot checks, and we
will shut it down if it gets out of hand
because we’re responsible, all the com
munities. The province allowed it, but al
lowed it with all these guidelines in place,”
he says.
Shutting down the border benefits some
St. Stephen businesses, but MacEachern
looks forward to the day when he can,
again, run over to Calais. “That’s what we
are, a border community. That’s what cre
ates the traffic,” he says. “It is just so odd to
be cut off from part of our community. You
know, it’s been a very odd situation. The
biggest thing is friends and family that can’t
connect. That bothers everyone.”
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Islanders pay tribute to graduating class
by Arlene Benham
They may not get a formal ceremony in
June, but Grand Manan’s high school
graduates are still being publicly celebrat
ed thanks to a group of teachers and com
munity members. Stephanie Fitzsimmons,
one of the organizers, says that in early
April fellow teacher Angie Russell saw a
Facebook story about a sports team that
made banners for the athletes who were
missing their season, and she suggested
doing something similar for the island
graduates.

mons and Russell. Roger Fitzsimmons and
Laurie Brown, a Legion member, acquired
the hardware pieces; then they and the
two women put the students’ banners to
gether at the Legion hall, on tables care
fully spaced for social distancing. They
wanted to surprise the community, so ear
ly on April 30 before people were out and
around, they put up the banners with the
help of Mike Ingalls, whose security com
pany has a bucket truck.
The cost of the banners was covered by
the island’s 100 Women Who Care group,
which contributes to various is
land needs, and of which Rus
sell is a member. While they
have been unable to hold regu
lar meetings, some of the mem
bers have indicated that they
would continue to offer help if
a community need arises.
Fitzsimmons says they want
ed to do this “as a way to cele
brate the grads, lift them up and
let them know we’re thinking
of them. These kids have
played together since they were
born,” she adds, noting that
many have gone to school to
gether since preschool, and per
haps the thing they missed most
in their final year of school is
“their last everything with their
friends.”
Online educational material
from the province is available
for all grades; Fitzsimmons
says some teachers have put
ORGANIZERS of the graduation banner project are their own material up, and
(clockwise from left) Roger Fitzsimmons* Mike In grades 11 and 12 can get cred
galls, Stephanie Fitzsimmons and Angie Russell. (Ken its for their distance-learning
dra Wilson photo)
courses, but it’s voluntary, and
not all have Internet access.
“We’re all learning how to do
this,” she adds.
They first considered putting up posters
She says graduation would have been
at the drugstore, but then decided to ask
held June 17, and “we hope to get to a
Paula Green, who runs McDecals, a vinyl
point where we can have a ceremony”
graphic design business, if she could make
under the restrictions, although everyone
something. Green set up a process to de
might have to wait awhile. She says the
sign and produce double-sided banners,
principal is “open to trying to make it
and Roger Fitzsimmons asked the village
memorable.”
to lend the hardware from the Remem
As far as the banners are concerned,
brance Day banners. That project has
Fitzsimmons says that while they aren’t
grown in just a couple of years to include
the first to do something like this, she
a long list of island veterans, who are fea
hopes the idea will catch on. Making more
tured on banners mounted on telephone
banner hardware could be a project for the
poles through Grand Harbour.
welding class, and she thinks future grad
Twenty-one graduates are featured with
uating classes may get banners as well.
photos collected by Stephanie Fitzsim

DEER ISLANDSIGNS OF SUMMER
There are signs on Deer Island that sum
mer is on the way. The weather is finally
starting to warm up, the grass is getting
green, and the songbirds are singing. Peo
ple are getting out and enjoying the warm
er weather while continuing to practice
physical distancing.
Another sure sign of summer is the 45th
Parallel Restaurant and Hathaway Cove
Take-out being open on the weekends,
providing residents with a nice treat from
the routine of cooking and dishes.

CHURCH BELLS RING
The church bells continue to ring for 10
minutes in Leonardville and Lord’s Cove
every Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m. as
a reminder that islanders are all in this
“new normal” together.

BOAT FIRE
On Wednesday, May 6 the Deer Island
Volunteer Fire Department responded to a
call of a boat on fire in Fish Island har
bour. All members of the crew were safe
ly evacuated.
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and preparing for the next school year.
These returns to school may be stag
gered or based on schedules or shifts, de
pending on the school or district. Each
district will be responsible for developing
and communicating their return-to-work
policy for staff, including providing ori
entation. The final day of work for teach
ers will be June 23.
“Over the past few months, educators
and school and district staff have been
working hard behind the scenes,” says
Cardy. “They have been busy adapting to
this new reality while ensuring students
have the opportunity to develop and grow.
I want to thank educators, students and
families for their excellent work and dedi
cation in pursuing home-learning options
and helping us flatten the curve.”

Quilts - Folk Art
Dolls - Reiki
Longarm Quilting
416 Gin Cove Road
(right behind Loring’s Auto Body Shop)

Visitors welcomed
By chance or appt.
Susan Designs in Perry, Maine
853-4315 • 5plachy@myfairpoint.net

CAMPGROUND REOPENING
Deer Island Point Campground is
scheduled to open for the season begin
ning Friday, May 29.
Some restrictions will be in place to
comply with COVID-19 regulations. As
stated on the campground’s Facebook
page, there will be a reduced number
camp sites to allow for space in betw sites for distancing. Only campers will .
able to use the washrooms, and day v, tors will have to use the outhouses. The
office is limited to only two persons at a
time.
CLASS TRIP POSTPONED
The Deer Island Community School
Grade 8 class trip will not be happening
this spring; however, postponing the trip
and combining this year’s and next year’s
trips in May of 2021 are being considered.
Currently, Grade 8 is selling tickets on
a locally made lighthouse and doing bot
tle recycling at Butler’s Point.

NURSES' WEEK
The week of May 11-15 was nurses’
week, and the staff of the Deer Island
Health Centre are grateful to Shawna

Teachers, not students, to return to school
The provincial government announced
on May 19 that teachers will begin to re
turn to schools as early as June 1.
“As restrictions are easing, public
health and safety remains our top priori
ty,” says Education and Early Childhood
Development Minister Dominic Cardy.
“At this time, we are confident that dis
tricts, following the advice of Public
Health, will be able to safely allow school
staff access to facilities to complete their
work for the school year.”
Schools will not reopen to students, and
the school calendar will not be extended.
The coming weeks will allow staff and
teachers to complete any outstanding tasks
for the school year, including finalizing
home learning options, participating in
professional development opportunities,

by Ashley Green
_ ____________ ____ Tel. 747-01 ’ 8
Stewart-Morton for the thoughtful and d
licious cupcakes that she delivered.

Congratulations, Bryanna Smart,
as you graduate as Salutatorian at
CICS, Campobello Island. We
couldn’t be any prouder of you.
Love,
Great Grammie and Grampy Hill

AD Pottle
Trucking LLC
P.O. Box 194
Eastport, ME 04631
Phone: 853-3137
. Fax: 853-7073
David Pottle, Owner

• Land Clearing
• Rights of Way
• Power Lines

Bryanna, we have watched you go
from a bright, wide-eyed loving little
girl to the smart, caring, indepen
dent young woman you are today.
Taran and I are so very proud of you
and all that you have accomplished.
You are a force to be reckoned with,
and you are going to do amazing
things with your life! Watch out
world! We love you, Ladybug!
Love,
Nanny and Taran
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Jack-in-the-pulpits
by Fred Gralenski
I’ve done some casual looking, but as
of this writing I haven’t found any of my
favorite flowers blooming this year. The
Jack-in-the-pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum)
should be starting to emerge about now,
but it’s hiding from my spying. It is a
pretty mysterious plant, judging from my
research, which adds to a lot of confusion
in my feeble brain.
The most important thing to remember,
if one is going to do any physical research
on the plant itself, is that it is poisonous.
I’ve handled them for over 70 years with
no noted adverse results, but apparently
some folks are susceptible to the calcium
oxalate in the sap and break out with a
hives-like reaction. If Jack-in-the-pulpit is
eaten without treatment, it can be fatal.
Many trail guide books, and I have
many, don’t even mention the plant, and
some call it “wake robin”, “dragon’s root”
or “Indian turnip.” The last names are
pretty descriptive, since the Native Amer
icans somehow discovered that the corm
of Jack-in-the-pulpit, when sampled raw,
blistered the lips and had other adverse
effects, but when thoroughly dried and or
baked, the root can be ground into nutri
tious white flour.
Apparently the medicine men knew that
the root had curative powers, and the Indi
an Herbalogy of North America mentions
the use of the treated root as a stimulant,
expectorant and diaphoretic. A tincture of
the untreated root was used for glandular
swelling, headache, clergyman’s sore
throat and typhoid fever.
A caution that the use in this manner

Did you know...
The Quoddy Tides
has the largest circulation
of any newspaper published
in Washington County.

Cornerstone
Church
“To Know Christ, and to
Make Him Known, through
Worship, Love & Service ”

“should only be employed by persons un
derstanding both patient and medica
tions.” I can understand the caution.
Another reference noted that the Native
Americans used a concoction of the plant
to relieve snakebite.
Although Jack-in-the-pulpits must be
considered poisonous to people, there are
animals and birds that can thrive on it.
Supposedly the berries are a favorite of
ring-necked pheasants, and turkeys and
other wild birds find them delightful.
Black bears dig up the corms for a rel
ished snack, and deer eat the leaves.
The flowers are pollinated by a fungus
gnat, which also entails another interest
ing and confusing aspect of A. triphyllum.
A study in Canada about 10 years ago
concluded that Jack-in-the-pulpits can be
three types: male, female or bisexual. An
other article from Northern Woodlands
stated that there are male or female plants,
and that they often change depending on
the nutrients available in the overwinter
ing corms. Typically the female uses
more nutrients in producing seeds, so the
next year the plant is a male. Similarly,
the male, which supposedly has half the
number of leaves, stores up more nutri
ents in the corm, so the next year the plant
is a female. To add to the confusion,
Harold Hinds, in his book The Flora of
New Brunswick, wrote, “Two well marked
subspecies occur in our range.”
The Quoddy region is well within the
range of New Brunswick. I’m not sure
what to think. I’ve had jacks for many
years, and some seemed to be female as
they consistently had the red seed pod at
the end of the year.
I’ve never had good luck propagating
jacks (or jills, or jacquelines) by seeds. I
can always buy them online. I’ll have to
try that and see what kind I get.

CARDS OF THANKS
AND OBITUARIES
Cards of Thanks and In Memoriams
are charged at the rate of $5.00 for 20
words or fewer, and 10 cents for each
additional word. The charge for committal
notices is $7.50. The Quoddy Tides
charges a flat rate of $20 for obituaries,
plus $5 for a photo. If you would like to
have an obituary in the newspaper, please
inform the funeral home handling the ar
rangements. If a request is not made for
placing an obituary, an abbreviated death
notice will be published.

DAVID JOHN ROSS
LUBEC - David John Ross, 56, passed
away unexpectedly on May 6, 2020. Dav
id was bom in Meriden, Conn., on De
cember 11, 1963, to Geraldine Irene
Wolosko and James Richard Ross.
David loved going fishing, playing golf
and being with
friends. One of
his
greatest
loves was grow
ing a special
blend in the
backyard, and he
always had one
to share.
David also
loved
riding
around in his ma
roon Dodge Da
kota listening to Led Zeppelin. You could
meet David just about anywhere - some
times with his boat in tow heading for a
fishing adventure or parked talking to his
nephew Timmy Ross.
David moved to Lubec staying with his
grandparents, Harold and Kathleen (Heffron) Ross. He then went to Campobello,
to live and work, with a special step-dad,
Harry Newman; this started David’s love
of fishing. He moved to Lubec, at the age
of 14, where David and Bonnie Lyons
started their lives together.
David kept fishing and worked with his
good friends Bracy Ashby and Pete Hay
cock. David loved every kind of fishing
and wanted to pass this love on to all his
grandbabies.
David was predeceased by his parents,
Geri Newman and James Ross.
David is survived by the love of his life
of 42 years, Bonnie Lyons; two sons, Joel
Scott Ross and Lacee Phinney, Shawn
David Ross and Tayla Greenier; six grand
children, Isaic John Ross, James Maxwell
Ross, Ashton Ezra Ross, Aimsley Adam
Ross, Maxwell Edward Ross; one grand
daughter, Mia (May) Ann Ross; stepfa
ther, Harry Newman; brothers, Ricky Ross
and Cindy, Clifford Newman and
Michelle; sisters, Jodi Rynaski and Dave,
Lori Jones and Rob Whitehouse, Sue
Ross, Deanna Newman and Timmy Scov
ille. David had so many nieces and neph
ews that they are too many to list, but he
loved them all. He also had many special
friends who meant the world to him: Ni
gel White, Jim Knox, Maurice Cline, Bra
cy Ashby, Mike Wentworth and many
more.
There will be a celebration of life, at a
later date, that will be determined by
COVID-19.

112 County Road, Eastport

Jhi iHi'miiriam

Come as you are,
who you are. Nothing but
love & hope found here.
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service & Preaching - 11 a.m.

Public suppers at 6 p.m. every Wednesday,
weather and holidays permitting

> Coonfy
SALES • LETTERING
CLEANING • REPAIRS

comerstoneeastport.org
853-4208
comerstonechurcheastport@gmail.com

Frank Wood, Owner
263-7100 • 255-0685
335 Northfield Road, Marshfield, ME 04654

(2.4 miles north on 192 from Machias)

Ridge Baptist Church^A Bible Teaching Church

Pastor Tony Muniz
Services are on website below
Sunday Morning Worship -11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Bible Study - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Study & Prayer Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
274 County Road, Lubec, ME 04652 • 207 733-2002 & 207-271-8160
www.ridgebaptistchurchlubec.com

In loving memory of
MAXWELL (MACKY) LYONS
October 27, 1919 - June 30, 2004
and
BERTHA LYONS
March 28, 1924 - August 18, 2012
Your gentle faces and patient smiles
With sadness we recall,
You had a kindly word for each
And died beloved by all.
The voice is mute and stilled the heart
That loved us well and true,
Ah, bitter was the trial to part
From ones so good as you.
You are not forgotten loved ones
Nor will you ever be,
As long as life and memory last
We will remember thee.
We miss you now, our hearts are sore,
As time goes by we miss you more.
Your loving smiles, your gentle
faces,
No one can fill your empty places.
We love you!
Janet, Robert, Bobby
and Jesse

ABIGAIL MARY (BROWN)
DOWNES
EDMUNDS - Abigail Mary (Brown)
Downes, the “Crab,” 67, passed away at
home surrounded by her loving family af
ter a hard-fought battle with cancer on
Sunday, May 3, 2020. Abbie was bom
July 1, 1952, to Burdette “Bill” and Alice
(Devine) Brown of Edmunds.
She spent her youth attending local
schools. In 1970
she graduated
from Shead Me
morial
High
School. She then
went on to
Katherine Gibbs
Finishing School
in Massachu
setts.
Abbie
made lifelong
friends during
her school years.
She still cherished each and every one
after almost 50 years. She looked forward
to Old Home Week for this reason.
Abbie worked for the federal govern
ment for years. She worked for U.S. Cus
toms, the Internal Revenue Service and
finally retired as a postmaster in 2005.
After a few short months, Abbie went to
work at Raye’s Mustard Mill. She loved
her Raye’s family. She was a people per
son and enjoyed working with the public.
She also loved her Red Hat Ladies.
Abbie married her true love in 1974.
She and Dennis “Buzzy” Downes were
married for 46 happy years.
Abbie considered her greatest accom
plishments to be her children, Fletcher,
Carlton and Jessie. She was a devoted
wife, mother and nana. She never missed
a sporting event, award ceremony, play,
dance recital, horse show or sparring
match. If one of her children or grandchil
dren had something going on, she was
there. Abbie was a light that couldn’t be
dulled. No matter what she was going
through, if someone needed her, she was
there, smiling and happy to help.
Abbie was predeceased by her parents,
Burdette Oscar Brown and Alice Louise
(Devine) Brown; her husband, Dennis; a
sister, Alice Ann Brown; a brother, Bur
dette Oscar Brown III; and a nephew,
Rodger “Joe” Newman.
Abbie is survived by her children,
Fletcher and his three girls of Charlotte,
Carlton and his son Damien of Edmunds
and Jessie and her three children Ryanne,
Tailor “Moopis” and Cooper of Charlotte;
a sister, “Alice” Gert Newman and her
husband Donnie; sister-in-law, Wanda and
husband Anthony Brown; a very special
great-niece, Brylea Jo; great-nephew Bro
dy Newman; and her sister-by-choice,
Lida and her husband Stephen Curtis.
Per Abbie and Buzzy’s request, there
will be no services. A private burial at a
later date will be held at a plot of their
choosing.

DEATH NOTICES
Sandra Lynn (Mason) Fletcher of
White Head Island passed away on May
9,2020, at the Saint John Regional Hospi
tal. She was bom in 1961 in Saint John,
the daughter of the late Donald and Eve
lyn Mason.

Card of Thanks
Thank you to the Eastport and Cal
ais ambulance crews for your profes
sional and kind service. To my family
and friends for the flowers, cards and
phone calls - they are truly appreci
ated. I feel very blessed, and I wish
many blessings for all of you.
Joan Sullivan
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DOROTHY “DORI” HELENA
BARNES
PORTLAND - Dorothy “Dori” Helena
Barnes, 53, passed away unexpectedly af
ter a short illness on Friday, May 1, 2020,
at Maine Medical Center. She was bom in
Eastport to William and Dawn Barnes.
Dori graduated from Shead High
School in 1984
and continued
her education
throughout the
years, most re
cently obtaining
her master’s of
business admin
istration. She was
an avid sports
player, spending
many of her
younger years
active in volleyball and softball. This love
of sports continued when she had children
and grandchildren, when she spent most
of her weekends cheering them on and
being their biggest fan.
She was a dedicated mother first and
foremost. Dori believed that family was
the most important part of our lives and
would do anything for those she loved.
She treasured her children and embraced
the role as “grammy.” Her home was al
ways warm and welcoming with an opendoor policy.
Throughout the years, she became a
second mother to many, in particular Ella
Mishun and Jon. Special times for her
were spent eating dinner with family,
watching movies and trying her luck at
the casino. There wasn’t a ticket that Dori
had not scratched.
She made strong connections with
many people in life that extended well
beyond friendship. Those connections
were a safe haven for her, and those bonds
were unbreakable.
In recent years, travel became a pas
sion, and she was always planning her
next adventure. Many laughs were shared
with those companions, coworkers and
best friend Sonya. Now her endless jour
ney has begun on a road we cannot travel.
Fly high with the birds, Mom, until we
meet again.
Dori is survived by her children, Lind
sey, Peter and Rachel; beloved grandchil
dren, Cooper, Skinuhsis and Natalie;
son-in-law, Samuel Griffin; father, Will
iam Barnes; siblings, Michelle Barnes,
William and Janet Barnes, Michael and
Michele Barnes; and numerous nieces,
nephews and extended family.
Dori was predeceased by her mother,
Dawn; grandparents, Kenneth and Lor
raine Murphy and Maxwell and Angela
Bames; paternal uncle, Maxwell Barnes;
and maternal aunt, Tari Murphy.
Many thanks to everyone in our lives
who have shown us love and support dur
ing this difficult time.
A celebration of life will be set for later
date.
Arrangements are under the care of
Jones, Rich & Bames Funeral Home of
Porland. Please visit the website located at
<www.jonesrichandbarnes.com> to view
Dori’s tribute page and to sign her online
guestbook.

DIANE P. CLEMENT
PLEASANT POINT - Diane Patricia
Clement, 73, passed away peacefully at
her home on Saturday, May 9, 2020, the
same day as her 56th wedding anniversa
ry. Diane was bom on September 4, 1946,
in Eastport.
Diane grew up in Pleasant Point - Sipayik - until
moving to Hart
ford, Conn. Dur
ing her years
there, she met
and married Pe
ter Clement and
had four children
in Hartford be
fore moving to
her husband’s
home in Canada.
They went on to
have three more children before settling
back in Maine in the late ’70s. She was very
proud to be Passamaquoddy and spoke her
language fluently. Diane always enjoyed
welcoming company to her home in Pleas
ant Point, where she treated everyone like
family. Nothing gave Diane more happi
ness than family gatherings. She treasured
and loved being surrounded by her chil
dren, grandchildren, brother and friends.
She loved playing cards, having many
laughs and creating happy memories with
her family and friends. Diane always said
how happy she was to have a large family.
She was predeceased by her parents,
former Chief Joseph H. Nicholas and wife
Eileen; beloved daughter, Patricia Nep
tune; her sisters, Norma, Theresa, Cathe
rine and Anne; niece, Karen Newell; and
nephew, Kenny Newell. Surviving are her
loving husband of 56 years, Peter Clement
Sr.; her brother, Anthony “Tony” Nicholas;
her children, Margaret “Peggy” Clement,
Peter Clement Jr., Anthony “Tony” Clem
ent, Darin Clement, Nancy Southern and
husband Jon, Nina Clement and partner
John Feeney, Diane (Clement) Libby and
husband Tom, Jonathan Clement, Lance
Clement and Theresa Clement; and a very
special friend of the family, John Paul,
whom she highly regarded as one of her
own sons; and many precious grandchil
dren and great-grandchildren she adored.
Mom, until we meet again, you will
always be treasured, loved and live forev
er in our hearts. We know you are reunited
with all your beloved family members
who you have deeply missed and will be
watching over all of us. May you rest in
peace as our precious memories live on.
In accordance with her wishes, there
will be no viewing, and a ceremony cele
brating the life of Diane will be held at a
later date. Arrangements are by Mays Fu
neral Home, Calais and Eastport. Condo
lences and memories may be shared at
<www.MaysFuneralHome.com>.

Card of Thanks
The board of directors of the non
profit Eastport Memorial Nursing
Home (EMNH) acknowledges and
thanks Robert and Jennifer Patterson
of the New Friendly Restaurant in
Perry for the thoughtful and gener
ous gesture of presenting gift certifi
cates to the hard-working and
dedicated employees of EMNH in
recognition of National Nursing
Home Week!

51 it iKrntnriam
In loving memory of
BRUCE EARL McINNIS
On his birthday
May 30, 1953 - November 23, 2003
Deep peace of the running waves
to you! Thinking of you, Bruce, on
your birthday and always.
Lovingly remembered by:
Your family

JAMES BEZANSON
LUBEC - James Bezanson, 95, passed
away peacefully on Friday, May 15, 2020,
at Togus VA Hospital Hospice.
He is survived by his wife, Lois Bezan
son of Lubec.
A memorial
service will be
scheduled at a
later date that
will be an
nounced because
of the current
COVID-19 travel
restrictions.
Jim was well
respected with
many friends,
family, acquaintances and associations
with community and local businesses. He
will truly be missed by many, but he is
now in the arms of Jesus.
Condolences and memories may be
shared at the website that is located at
<www.mcclurefamilyfuneral.com>.
CHARMIAN (MCBRIDE) TINKER
LUBEC - Charmian (McBride) Tinker,
78, passed away May 1, 2020, at a Machi
as hospital. She was bom December 4,
1941, in New
York City, N.Y.,
the daughter of
the late Belva
McBride and Jo
seph Curley.
She was an
adored Lubec
teacher with a
30-year career.
She so loved
photography and
the written word.
She is survived by her beloved husband
of 62 years, Eugene; her children, Brenda,
Gordon and wife Gale and Gary and wife
Lisa; grandchildren, Erin and husband Ja
son, Steven and wife Morgan, Jonathan
and Lauren; great-granddaughters, Ayla
and Raegen; great-grandson, Alex, and his
parents Casey and Michael.
Services are postponed because of pub
lic health concerns. Correspondence may
be sent to the family at 378 North Lubec
Road, Lubec, ME 04652 or at the website
<www.mcclurefamilyfuneral.com>.

CONSTANCE CAROLYN
COLLETTE
BELFAST - Constance Carolyn Col
lette passed away unexpectedly on Friday,
May 8, 2020, after battling a brief illness
at Waldo County Hospital. Connie was
born December 28, 1932, in Eastport and
was the daughter of Albert W. and Shirley
(Dunklee) Lowe.
Following graduation from Shead Me
morial
High
School, Connie
was employed
by Bangor Hy
dro Electric and
Central Maine
Power Compa
ny. She married
the Rev. Jack
Perkins
and
moved to Flori
da, living in
Winter Park and
Melbourne for 10 years, before returning
to Maine to be near family. During this
time she spent more than 25 years in a
very active role within Congregational
churches. Connie then went on to work
for the American Cancer Society office in
Brunswick in out-patient services for an
other 10 years. Connie enjoyed playing
the piano, drawing and painting for many
years.
Connie is survived by her son, David
Perkins of Dorchester, Mass.; her sister,
Elinor Groover of Belfast; along with
three nephews and two nieces. She was
predeceased by her parents; and sister, Ja
net Taylor.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests
that memorial donations be made to the
animal shelter of the giver’s choice. Ser
vices will be held at a later date with inter
ment in Grove Cemetery in Belfast.
Condolences and memories may be
shared with her family at the website
<www.longfuneralhomecamden.com>.
Arrangements are in the care of the Long
Funeral Home & Cremation Service, 9
Mountain Street, Camden.

The next issue of
The Quoddy Tides will be
published Friday, June 12.
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Does your business
belong here?

Electricians

RICKER ELECTRIC
Peter Ricker
Licensed Master Electrician
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Perry, Maine • 853-4420

nAsTdNS

For quality service
call the experts below

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Services

Home Improvements

Services

Eastern

(207) 214-5009

Murphy’s Electric Inc.
123 County Rd., Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-4615
Residential, Commercial & Industrial
24 Hour Emergency Service
Free Estimates
NOW YOUR LOCALLY OWNED
GENERAC GENERATOR
Authorized Sales, Parts
& Service Dealer

22 May, 2020

Ritchie Builders

Brown's Tractor
Services

Oil Company*

Tony Ritchie
Fully Insured
Remodels • Roofing
Decks • New Construction

Sales • Service • Installation
24-Hour Emergency Service

Gray’s Concrete

Phone 207-726-4700 or 853-4321
Fax 207-726-9600
Toll Free 1-877-744-7977

Concrete Foundations • Floors and Slabs
Commercial and Residential
25 Years of Experience
Call Perley Gray • 255-8912

Free Estimates

Garden Plowing • Backhoe
Mini Excavator • Bush Hogging
Rototilling • Brush Chipping
Field Mowing • Post Hole Drilling
Lot Clearing

263 U.S. Rt. 1, Dennysville, ME 04628
18 Toll Bridge Rd., Eastport, ME 04631

Steven
(207) 726-4443

Morgan Construction

Crane Service

z

Accommodations

Dickie
(207) 726-4224

Serving Washington County

jRh Calais Press

°OPrinting Co.
M

Washington County’s Largest Print Shop

23 Washington Street, Calais, ME 04619
207-454-8613 • 888-454-7992
Fax 207-454-8108 • calaispress@myfairpoint.net

Owner - Ron Morgan
P.O. Box 8, Route 1 #467
Pembroke, Maine 04666
214-7774 726-3981
\ moFganconstruc^ior)@Jiv^ cdm ,

Kendall Farm
cottages <£- event barn

ELECTRIC
Greg Hastings, Master Electrician
South Meadow Road, Perry, Maine
853-2707

24-hour emergency service

Find your quiet, —
happy place at jX
Kendall Farm
Cottages.

ANDREWS

Timesavers

Plumbing & Heating

Sparkling Clean. Every Time.

Free estimates

Serving Downeast Maine since 1984

Home Improvements
Cushing's
Carpentry

For more information, call 2O7*214-U24
or visit www.KendallFarmCottages.com

|r||||

Un

Services
Preston's
Septic & Portables

Michael Cushing
Free Estimates
29 Upper Cross Rd
726-4045 home
Pembroke, ME 04666
214-7259 cell
Specializing in everything from ground up:
Framing, roofs, decks, windows,
siding, flooring, cabinets.
FULLY INSURED • NO JOB TOO SMALL

• Cleaning • Caretaking
• Shopping • Run Errands
• Opening and Closing
Of Summer Residences
• Car Detailing

Insured
Free Estimates

Tel. 214-9463
(207) 853-3062

Amber Townsend
Perry • 207-952-1173
fishinggirl80@gmail.com

Clean Sweeps
Chimney
Sweeping

Handicap & Regular Units
Pumping - Homes, Boats and Campers

Owner: Stephen D. Preston
P.O. Box 71, Dennysville, ME 04628
Cell: 263-7232
Business: 207-726-5061

Washington County:
Calais to Machias
Tim Nelson
Call: 239-770-6981

^Self-Stor
Located: U.S. Rt. #1, Pembroke, Maine

Call 207-853-4300 or 214-0167
Visa/MasterCard Accepted

Quoddy House Checking

V TA/apcRtvcss
V W
.......................
-W-

Il

Archery Pro Shop

fineartistmade.com
kitchens . baths . painting

restoration

|

853-9504

Painting &
Handyman
Services
Serving Washington County

207-853-0949
236 Old Eastport Road
Perry, ME 04667
We accept MasterCard, Visa & Debit Cards.

MOOSE
ISLAND
WASTE
DISPOSAL
Jim Barnes
61 Key Street
Eastport, Me. 04631
Tel. 853-4780

Available at
Berry Vines
in Machias

j
W.l...

Ilf R

www. etsy. co m/s ho p/fi rstl i g htsea g 1 ass

IVe care
f°r what ‘—*
you care about
10* Wanda Newman

(207) 214-6911
huey1O54@yahoo.com

Knnng’fi
AUTO BODY SHOP
•
•
•
•
•

Complete collision repair
Unibody & frame straightening
Insurance claims handled
Computerized estimates
Over 40 years of experience

414 GIN COVE ROAD, PERRY, MAINE
Walt Loring • 853-4744

Evan W. Smith
CompTIAA+ certified
CompTIA Network + certified
CompTIA Security + certified

255 US Route 1, Dennysville, Maine
207-726-4004
www.smith-computer.com
evan@smith-computer.com

Don Brown
Owner

Wg? Scott Gove
Jason Cox
207-272-5021
coxi49wash@yahoo.com

Lehman Lumber Co.
Mobile Sawmill Service
Mike Lehman, Lubec
207-263-6762
mlehman90@icloud.com

Specializing in auto
and light truck repair
36 Crossroad, Dennysville
(207) 726-4227

Attorney at Law
Don Brown Law Office
424 S. Main St., P.O. Box 3370
Brewer, ME 04412
(207) 989-3030
Or Toll-free 1-877-567-4777
Fax (207) 989-3045
E-mail: dfb@donbrownlaw.com
Web: www.donbrownlaw.com
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Eastern Maine Images

Eastport
Health Care Inc.
Career Opportunities

DOWN EAST HOSPICE
VOLUNTEERS

207-253-0727

Eastport Health Care aspires to meet a full spectrum of health needs in rural
Maine with innovative, affordable treatment. Leading through listening, learning
through partnership and serving through collaboration make us agents of change for
better health outcomes in Washington County.
People are the key to success of our health center and we rely on our staff to make
our patient-focused vision come to life. If you are interested in joining our team, we
would love to hear from you! Please visit our website for career opportunities at
https://www.eastporthealth.org/jobs/.
* Great Work Environment * Comprehensive Benefits * Market Competitive Salary

Please submit cover letter and resume to:
Eastport Health Care Inc.
Attn: Roxy Woodworth, H.R. Manager
30 Boynton St.
Eastport, ME 04631
rwoodworth@eastporthealth.org
Eastport Health Care is an equal opportunity employer and provider.

CITY OF EASTPORT

Public Hearing Notice
Toll Bridge Road & Middle Street Project
Wednesday, June 10, 2020
Eastport City Hall, 22 Washington Street, at 6 p.m.

The City of Eastport will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 10, 2020 at 6
p.m. at Eastport City Hall located at 22 Washington Street, Eastport, Maine to discuss
an application being submitted to the State of Maine CDBG program for a Public
Infrastructure grant program. The purpose of the grant application is to replace
culverts at Middle Street and Toll Bridge Road and raise Toll Bridge Road to accommo
date increased extreme weather and tidal events that threaten the infrastructure at the
two sites.
Public comments will be solicited at this hearing and will be submitted as part of the
application. All persons wishing to make comments or ask questions about the grant
application are invited to attend this public hearing.
Comments may be submitted in writing to: City Manager, Thomas Hoskins, at 22
Washington Street, Eastport, Maine 04631 at any time prior to the public hearing.
(TDD/TTY users may call 711.) If you are physically unable to access any of the city's
programs or services, please call Eastport City Hall at 207-853-2300, so that accom
modations can be made.
The purpose of the hearing is to receive public input and the Eastport
EQUAL HOUSING
City Council welcomes all public comment.
OPPORTUNITY

PERRY ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

Pre-K and K
Registration
Pre-K and Kindergarten registration
is open at Perry Elementary School. New
Pre-K students must be 4 before Octo
ber 15, 2020. New Kindergarten stu
dents must be 5 before October 15,
2020. Registration packets will be avail
able for pick up at Perry Elementary
beginning May 18, 2020, between 9
a.m. and 3 p.m. Packets may also be
downloaded from perryelementary.org.
Forms can be returned to the school
after May 18, 2020, between 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m. Monday-Friday. Copies of
birth certificates and immunization
records are needed to complete regis
tration.

Volunteers

Office Manager
15 hours/week

Requirements:
• People person with good profes
sional and communications skills
• Bookkeeping skills including
knowledge of Quickbooks
• Provides support to the director of
volunteers, bereavement coordinator
and hospice board of directors
• Involved in fundraising functions
Hours may vary depending on
organization's activities
Salary negotiable
To apply please send your resume
and cover letter to:
Down East Hospice Volunteers
24 Hospital Lane
Calais, Maine 04619
Call 207-454-7521 x 126

Adult Family Care Homes
Calais and Robbinston
Immediate openings for CMRAs. 12 and 24-hour shifts available.
Please call 207-952-0241, 207-952-2061 or 207-454-8961.

Owner Financed
Lake Front & Lake Access Lots
No big closing costs. No commissions. Better than bank % rates.
Small downpayment, flexible terms.
1.9 to 17 acre lots with power at road and gravel driveways.
Starting at $25K.

Orange Lake, Whiting
207-271-0508

FOLLIS PLACE APARTMENTS
Located in the Beautiful Coastal City of Eastport

Now Accepting Applications
for 1 and 2 Bedroom Units.
All utilities included in rent.
Features Include:
• 24-hour Emergency Maintenance • Community Room
• On-site Laundry • Elevator
• Property is Centrally Located to Shopping and Banking

Call Ann Malloch at 207-853-0916
TDD 1-800-437-1220
11 Orange St.
Eastport, ME 04631

equal housing

Applicants must be 62 years of age and/or disabled. Rent based
on 30% of adjusted income; certain income restrictions apply.
Equal Housing Opportunity

Pembroke and Perry Regional
Shellfish Conservation Committee
Pembroke and Perry Regional
Shellfish Municipal Joint Board
License Structure for the 2020-2021 season
Unanimously agreed upon at 4/29/2020 meeting

• Grandfathered all non-residential license holders who have held a license for all
of the past eight years (201 2-2019).
• In addition to the license holders grandfathered, we will conduct a lottery for 1 0%
of license sales.
• Allow license sales to begin earlier to ease the burden on our Town Clerk.
• Lottery to be held Friday, June 5, 2020 at 11 a.m. at the Pembroke Municipal
Office. An applicant must be present at the lottery to be granted a license.
• License Fees:
• Commercial: $200 Resident, $400 Non-Resident
• Sr. Commercial: $100 Resident, $200 Non-Resident
• Jr. Commercial: $100 Resident, $200 Non-Resident
• Recreational: $20 Resident; $40 Non-Resident
• Authorized the Municipal Joint Board and warden to work with Heidi Leighton
with DMR to ensure the proper language is included to adhere with the policy
principles above.

Pembroke-Perry Regional Shellfish Conservation Committee

BOYNTON
MANOR
Eastport
Accepting Applications for current 1 BR Vacancy
& Future 2 BR, 1 BR Handicap Accessible Units
Rent based on 30% of adjusted monthly income;
utilities included.
Must be 62 or disabled of any age.
Preferences given to extremely low income:
1 person - $ 13,650 / 2 person -$16,910
3 person - $21,330 / 4 person - $25,750
Higher incomes may also qualify.
Maine Development Associates
1-800-639-1747
TTY Dial 711 or (800) 437-1220
EQUAL HOUSING
Equal Housing Opportunity
□ PPORTIJN TY

Resident commercial shellfish licenses will be on sale beginning Friday, June 5,
2020 at either the Pembroke or Perry town offices (see websites for clerk hours). These
licenses will be sold to residents of Pembroke or Perry on an unlimited basis and are
not effective until July 1, 2020.
Non-resident commercial license holders who currently hold a Pembroke-Perry
Regional Shellfish Conservation shellfish license and have held such license each of
the past 8 years (2012-2019) will be grandfathered and will not need to apply for
the lottery; however, they must renew their license before 3 p.m. on Friday, June 26,
2020, or they are disqualified, lose seniority and will no longer be considered as
grandfathered. All other non-residents who would like a commercial license will need
to apply through the lottery system. Applications for the non-resident commercial
license lottery may be picked up at the Pembroke or Perry Town Offices. Applications
for the 2020 non-resident commercial license lottery must be received by the adminis
trative municipality (towns of Pembroke or Perry) no later than 5 p.m. on June 3,
2020. Postmarks will not be accepted.
The lottery will be held on Friday, June 5, 2020, at 11 a.m. at the Pembroke
Municipal Building, and applicants must be present to be entered into the drawing. All
those granted a non-resident commercial license will have 5 business days to pay their
license fee. If this is not complied with, the next name will be awarded the license.
All recreational licenses will be available starting Friday, June 5, 2020, on an
unlimited basis to both residents and nonresidents and are not effective until July 1,
2020. Recreational licenses will be available at all of the participating municipalities,
subject to their individual town office hours.
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1-3 Bedroom Lofts
Weekly Rentals
207-214-6818
www.fullfathomfivegallery.coir

PEMBROKE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

Notice
4-Year-Old Kindergarten
Registration

l-l Educational Technician II or III
in the following schools:

For students who will be 4 years old
prior to October 15, please call the
school at 726-5564 for instructions on
how to complete this process.

Lubec Consolidated

Request for Bids
Cut, split and delivered
All hardwood

Gary Gilpatrick
733-7547 or 263-9171

AOS 77

Anticipated Fall
Openings

TOWN OF DENNYSVILLE

FIREWOOD

22 May, 2020

The Town of Dennysville will be ac
cepting bids for snow removal and
sanding of 11.3 miles of town roads for
the upcoming three seasons. The town
will supply the salt and the bidder will
supply the sand.
Successful bidder must supply own
equipment, general liability, automobile
liability and workers' compensation and
employer's certificate of insurances.
Sealed bids marked "Bid, Town roads,
snow removal and sanding" must be
received by Tuesday, June 2, at 5 p.m.
at the Town Hall. Mail to: Town of
Dennysville, PO Box 70, Dennysville, ME
04628. They will be opened on June 2
at the selectpersons' meeting at 6 p.m.
The Town of Dennysville can accept
or reject any and all bids.

PERRY ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

Immediate
Opening
1-1 Ed Tech II or HI

Pembroke Elementary (2 positions)

Perry Elementary
Eastport Elementary

Positions will be filled when suitable
candidates are found.
Applications may be obtained at:
AOS 77
Superintendent of Schools Office
PO Box 190
100 High Street
Eastport, ME 04631
853-2567
Email hjkilby@shead.org
Equal Opportunity Employer

To ride the bus each morning and
afternoon Monday through Friday to
and from the Perry Elementary School.
Position will be filled when suitable
candidate is found.
Applications available at:
Superintendent of Schools Office
AOS #77
Sunrise County School System
100 High Street
PO Box 190
Eastport, ME 04631
853-2567
Email hjkilby@shead.org

Equal Opportunity Employer

HELP WANTED
Construction Laborers for Work
at the Eastport Wastewater Plant
Apply to Penta Corporation by email to pentacorp@roadrunner.com or in
person at Eastport WWTP, 20 County Road, Eastport Monday through Friday.
EOE

TOWN OF LUBEC

Public Notice
2020-2021 Clam Licenses

July 1,2020-June 30, 2021 clam licenses will go on sale at the Lubec Town Office
on July 1,2020 at 8 a.m.
Resident commercial: Fee with conservation hours is $100. Fee without conserva
tion hours is $300. Photo ID required.
Non-resident licenses will be sold on a 10%, seniority, lottery basis. The lottery will
be held July 1, 2020, at 8 a.m. Names drawn must be present with a photo ID and
payment in full on that day. Fees are: $200 with conservation hours; $450 without
conservation hours.
For more information please contact the Lubec Town Office at 733-2341.

Aquaculture Technicians

Mental Health Rehabilitation Technicians
Eastport Residential Care Facility currently has openings for Mental Health Reha
bilitation Technicians (MHRT I). We are seeking applicants who are interested in
working with adults with disabilities to develop and maintain the daily living skills
necessary to remain oriented, healthy and safe in a residential setting.
• Sign-on bonus
• New generous pay scale with shift differential pay
• Generous benefits package to include vacation, sick and holiday pay; health &
dental insurance, matching 403b retirement and more
• Training is provided
Interested in becoming part of this team? For more information and to receive an
application contact:
Eastport Residential Care Facility
4 Clark Street
Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-4540
www.sun-rise.tv
Equal Opportunity Employer

Cooke Aquaculture USA Inc. is offering a unique opportunity for highly motivated
individuals to join the company's saltwater team in the Machias Bay area.
Cooke is a global seafood company with operations in North America, Europe and
South America. Our company's success is driven by our dynamic, highly-skilled and
innovative management team, supported by dedicated employees who live in coastal
communities and contribute to the local area's economy and sense of community.

DORTHEAST
Sp PAV1HC

The Role:

Reporting to the site manager, the primary duties include monitoring and operating
the feeding systems, and general site maintenance. This is a labour intensive position
and applicants must be comfortable working outside and on the water. Must be
willing to work flexible hours and have reliable transportation.
The ideal candidate will be a self-motivated, safety-minded team player with
experience working on a saltwater marine site and operating a watercraft. Related
post-secondary education would be considered an asset.
The Opportunity:

The role description is just one part of the story. This is an opportunity to grow, to
work within the parameters of the role but to reach your fullest potential. We are a
team that is driven to succeed. We count performance, we reward contribution and we
recognize talent.
It is about being at the center of a global leader in seafood and knowing you are
part of that growth. The ability to bring your passion for learning, desire for growth
and energy for moving your career forward is what we offer.
The Why:

Why Cooke? Simple - we are a company that rewards initiative, resourcefulness
and work ethic. We will champion your growth and provide you with the platform to
create your path, your career and your future.
Salary commensurate with experience and competitive health, vision, and dental
benefit package available, as well as retirement and other voluntary benefits pack
ages available. If you are interested in becoming a part of this Atlantic Canadian
Downeast Maine success story, please call apply in confidence to:
Cooke Aquaculture USA Inc.
ATTN: Human Resources - Juanita C. Matthews
1 33 Smalls Point Rd.
Machiasport, Maine 04655
Fax:(207) 255-4350
E-mail: juanita.matthews@cookeaqua.com
or career@cookeaqua.com
We appreciate all resumes; however, only those selected for an interview will be
contacted.

NORTHEAST PAVING
IS NOW HIRING
EXPERIENCED PAVING OPERATORS,
PAVING FOREMEN,
TRUCK DRIVERS WITH CLASS A
LICENSE, MECHANICS AND GENERAL
LABORERS
Northeast Paving Offers A comprehensive benefits package with
an excellent opportunity to learn and grow in the road construction

industry.
Please apply in person at:
Northeast Paving plant

28 Crushed Gravel Rd.

Charlotte ME or call
(207) 454»2336for

more information.

EOEAA M/F/Vet/
Disabled are encouraged to apply.
WE promote a Drug-Free Workplace.
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Classified ads are $2.00 for 10 words or fewer;
$4.00 for 11 to 20 words, and 10 cents for each
additional word. Classifieds are payable in ad
vance. Display ads are $7.00 per column inch.
Contact our ad representative for special rates.

TIDES CLASSIFIED ADS
Boats and Marine
Equipment For Sale
SPRING CLEARANCE ITEMS: Tohatsu outboards
5hp propane short-shaft $1,299; 6hp ultra-long
with alternator $1,499; Mobil Delvac 30 and 40
wt $9.99/gallon; Woolsey Defense bottom paint
red $79; Interlux VC primer $14/qt.; Castrol
IsoLube 150 gear oil $79/5 gallons; Mobil
Delvac 15w-40 $44.99/5 gallons; Mobil HDEO
10w-30 $34.99/5 gallons; Standard Horizons
VHF Quantum GX5500S, compare at $499, now
$399; Volvo salt-flushing concentrate
#41103102 $29.95/gallon. All while supplies
last. Moose Island Marine "at the breakwater,"
Eastport, 39 years. 853-6058. lx

Help Wanted
TREE AND WOOD CUTTER wanted for two
weeks' work in Robbinston. Pay negotiable. Call
Mike at 454-8026. la
RETAIL MARINE PARTS. Requires computer parts
look-up, hardware and overall boat experience.
Position is non-smoking, capable of lifting 50
lbs. frequently, clean driver's record, own trans
portation. Benefits include sick days, holiday va
cation days and bonuses. Send resumes with
work references and pay history to
<mooseislandmarine@maine.rr.com>. lx

Miscellaneous
For Sale

AVAILABLE,«
Moving and
Delivery Service

FOR SALE: 16' Hobie Cat with trailer; 18' fiber
glass canoe; 14' Alumacraft boat with 9.9
Yamaha four-stroke motor on trailer; good con
dition boat trailer, fits 21' boat; medium-size
walnut buffet; large maple desk; maple drop
leaf coffee table; drop-leaf dining room table
with 6 chairs. Call 207-853-4810 for informa
tion. lx

CITY OF EASTPORT

Call Tony LaCoute

Public Notice

726-9560
Ensured
We also clean out attics and cellars
Local & Out of Area

Effective with the July 12, 2020,
sewer billing, there will be a sewer rate
increase of 6%.

AOS #77

Public Notice
Public Budget Meeting
The AOS #77 public budget meet
ing for Alexander, Baring, Charlotte,
Crawford, Dennysville, Eastport, Lubec,
Pembroke and Perry residents to vote
on the AOS #77 2020-2021 budget
will be held on Tuesday, June 2, 2020,
at 6 p.m. at the Pembroke Elementary
School gym.
PLEASE WEAR A MASK.

All citizens who live in the towns listed
above are invited to attend and vote on
the AOS 77 budget.

CHARLOTTE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

Write to: The Quoddy Tides, P.O. Box 213,
123 Water $t., Eastport, Me. 04631
Tel. (207) 853-4806 . Fax 853-4095
E-mail: qtides@midmaine.com

Real Estate
For Sale

Real Estate
Open House

PERRY - Two-story log home on Boyden's Lake.
300 feet frontage on lake. 20 Roy's Way East,
Perry. Pictures on Zillow, <www.zillow.com>.
207-726-5513. 9x________________________

OPEN HOUSE at 91 Milwaukee Road,
Dennysville, Sunday, May 24, 1 2 to 3 p.m. Fourbedroom house on Dennys River. Tel. 214-4282.
lx

EASTPORT - Price reduction. Now $26,500 for a
private, peaceful lot of 1.12 acres in Eastport
proper at 66 Clark St. Surveyed, soil-tested, pub
lic water, power at road. Broker Samra Kuseybi,
The Christopher Group, 207-214-7401. tf____

COLUMBIA FALLS - 100-plus acres overlooking
Pleasant River and the ocean. Approx. 25 acres
in improved blueberry fields. Over $100,000 of
irrigation installed. Includes nearly new John
Deere diesel pump with less than 50 hours. Pump
alone cost $ 15,000. This property would be ideal
for a gentleman farmer or construction of a
large family estate. Has road access and elec
tricity available at roadside. Also blueberry sod
would be ideal for landscaping. Could also be
high end or middle housing development. Ask
ing $165,000. Come take a look. Call 207263-6757 for more info, tf_________________

MEDDYBEMPS - 6 +/- acres on Dennys River.
24'x32‘ full foundation, well, septic and electric
ity. Small pond. Across from lake. $30,000. Call
255-6257. tf
PEMBROKE - Waterfront. Red Pebble Beach sub
division. Eight lots, 1.6 acres to 5.7 acres. All lots
on Red Pebble Beach. Soil tested. Surveyed. Low
down-payment $45,000. Owner financing. Text
or call 207-294-1060. tf

STUMP
GRINDING

Seasonal Real Estate
For Rent
EASTPORT - Oceanfront log cabin. Large deck
and yard. Two bedrooms, fully furnished. Quiet
cove. Utilities and cable TV included. $600 a
week. 207-756-4565. tf

Services
WEB DESIGNER available. Highly responsive and
fast-loading websites by design. Single or multi
page, membership sites, e-learning hubs, direc
tories and stores. Call for quote! 207-424-0155.
1a

GRAPHIC DESIGNER, specializing in print, logo
and typographic design. Contact 853-2869 or
<anneshieldshopkins@gmail.com >. tf

• Lawn Mowing
• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Spring Yard Cleanup
Serving Calais, Eastport, Pembroke
and everywhere in between!

John Lund
207-214-7523

Pre-Kindergarten
Registration
For students who will be 4 years old
prior to October 15, please call the
school at 454-2668 during the week of
May 26-29, 2020, from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. to arrange for registration. The
school will need a copy of the child's
birth certificate and immunization
record, which can be dropped off or
mailed.

WHITING VILLAGE SCHOOL

Request for Bids
The Whiting Village School is seeking bids for the replacement of approximately 30
square of roofing at the school. The bid must include the total cost of removal and
disposal of existing roofing, inspection of existing structure, and installation of full
coverage ice and water shield, Owens-Corning shingles, drip edge, flashing, and site
cleanup. Bidder must provide proof of professional insurance. The school department
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids. Bids must be received by the school
by 4 p.m. Friday, May 29, 2020. Questions or to schedule a review of the project can
be made by cail/text 207-263-6827 or email at <wvprincipal@whitingvillage.org>.
Mail to Whiting Village School, PO Box 2, Whiting, ME 04691.

TOWN OF LUBEC

Town-owned Properties for Sale
The Town of Lubec is accepting bids on the following properties acquired through
the lien process. Property is being sold "where is, as is" and with no warranties.
1) 1013 North Lubec Rd. • Map 014 Lot 036-006
2) Off of North Shore Rd. • Map 008-048-001

Bid packets are available on the Town of Lubec website <www.townoflubec.com>
and at the Lubec Town Office during business hours. The Town of Lubec will consider
any and all bids and reserve the right to reject any and all bids. Bids close at 4 p.m.
Tuesday, June 23, 2020, and will be opened at the June 24, 2020, select board
meeting at 6 p.m.
Interested individuals may contact:
Town of Lubec
Renee Gray, Town Administrator
40 School Street
Lubec, Maine 04652
Email: townadministrator@townoflubec.com
Tel: 207-733-2341 • Fax: 207-733-4737

CITY OF EASTPORT

Public Hearing Notice
Sale of City Property - Former Guilford Mill Building
1 Arnold Street, Tax Map #E3-0B3-01
Wednesday, June 10, 2020
22 Washington Street, Eastport City Hall, at 6 p.m.
Via: Zoom • Meeting ID: 872 2397 3319 Password: 535694

The Eastport City Council will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 10,
2020, at 6 p.m. at Eastport City Hall, 22 Washington Street, Eastport, via Zoom to
accommodate the regulations and requirements of social distancinq with reqard to
the COVID-19.
The purpose of the hearing is to receive public input on the sale of city property
located at 1 Arnold Street referenced to Tax Map #E3-0B3-01 and also formerly
known as the Guilford mill building.
The Eastport City Council welcomes all public comment.

CITY OF EASTPORT

Assessor/Code Enforcement Officer/
Plumbing Inspector
The City of Eastport is seeking applicants for a full-time Assessor/Code Enforcement
Officer/Local Plumbing Inspector. This is a specialized administrative and technical
position. Responsibilities include ensuring compliance with Eastport ordinances; issu
ing plumbing, septic and building and floodplain permits and subsequent inspections
of the construction; inspections of property for assessing purposes; determining fair
and equitable value of real and personal property; completing necessary reports for
both code enforcement and assessing; and other duties more fully described in the job
descriptions. The ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in a written
manner, is essential. Attendance at city board meetings is required.
Preference will be given to applicants who are currently a certified Maine Assessor
and certified Code Enforcement Officer/Local Plumbing Inspector. Training and certifi
cation for those not certified must be completed within 1 2 months of hiring. Applicants
who have relevant construction, inspection, appraisal, knowledge of real estate pro
ceedings and the ability to read maps and plans or similar experience are encouraged
to apply. Applicants must have a valid driver's license.
The city offers a competitive pay and benefits package including health insurance,
retirement and vacation. Interested candidates should submit a cover letter and re
sume to: Thomas Hoskins II, City Manager, 22 Washington Street, Eastport, Maine
04631 or e-mail: citymanager@eastport-me.gov. The full job descriptions can be
found at Eastport City Hall. The position will remain open until filled.
Eastport is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Selling?
Buying?
Give us
a Call!

MLS,

REALTOR*

Libby Bryant, Sales Agent
207-461-9170
LUVINO1957@gmail.com

www.tcgre.net
Samra Kuseybi, Broker
207-214-7401
samra@myfairpoint.net

Agents in Eastport, Machias, Meddybemps, Winter Harbor & Blue Hill area

12 Water St., Eastport: Leave your house & be at
restaurants, shops, galleries within a 1-minute walk. Lo
cated on corner of Water & Third, this classic cape offers
lots of room for a larger family or for those wanting a
summer home or investment property. Water views! Dou
ble front parlor, large kitchen & another large room in
back with full bath make up the 1st floor. Four BDs on
the 2nd floor. One floor living by using one parlor as
bedroom as it is now. Also back sunroom off kitchen.
Deck off this room. A great downtown location for a low
price. MLS #1451704. $ 117,900. Cal! Samra.

56 Water St., Eastport: Investment property downtown
with the best views of Campobello Island & islands be
yond. 2nd floor is a perfect rental for seasonal or year
round. Apt. has access in back, parking for several cars
& fenced-in yard. 2nd floor is also allowed for commer
cial use. Apt. has brick wall, open concept, 12 ft ceilings,
1 BD & 1 bath. Retail space has radiant heat. Just shy of
3000 sq ft total and property is surveyed. Think about
clothing store, small cafe, office, artist studio/gallery.
Offers considered. MLS #1346357. $297,000. Cal!
Samra.

299 Little Falls Rd., Pembroke: Super cute cottage
with some nice artsy touches - love the painted doors!
On the river with combo of open land & woods, 10 +
acres. First floor bedroom, living/dining/ kitchen is one
space. One floor living. Vaulted ceiling & loft bedroom.
Wood floors throughout. Sunporch overlooks the river &
will be your studio or cocktail space. Garage perfect for
car & tools & also art studio/workshop - your choice.
Was used seasonally only. Continue as is or make it your
year-round spot. 15+ minutes to Eastport and 20+ to
Calais. MLS #1420017. $124,900. Call Samra.

14 Hawkes Ave., Eastport: Want to be in town, walk
ing distance to all amenities & be able to do some
homesteading? This light-filled gem w/ arched openings,
built-ins, lovely hardwood floors, enclosed front porch is
the one. Large kitchen w/ room to add a breakfast table
or island opens onto deck. Formal dining room & anoth
er room used as studio space. Three BDs on 2nd floor &
full bath. Also a half bath on 1st floor. New windows,
metal roof, a fantastic backyard w/ fire pit & a larger side
yard perfect for gardens. Mud room leads into kitchen.
ML$ #1449374. $98,000. Call Samra.

49 Third St., Eastport: Move-in-ready light-filled cape
on a corner lot is one to add to your list. Go direct from
closing to living in Eastport. Close enough to walk to
grocery store for that ingredient you forgot to buy & a
nice stroll out for dinner or out for a whale watch tour.
Another bonus is one floor living if you choose. There are
3 bedrooms & 2 full baths, 1st floor laundry & for those
wanting a workshop, look no further than right off the
laundry room. Deck on 2 sides for those weekend BBQs.
A good-sized lot at 0.17 acres & a quiet neiahborhood.
MLS #1436918. Call Samra.

179 Brewer Rd., Robbinston, This home has a spa
cious, open concept. Nestled down a 400-foot driveway
(which was rebuilt in June 2019), on a private, 7-acre
wooded lot conveniently located between Calais & East
port. Three bedrooms (w/ potential for a fourth), 2 full
baths, a cedar lined sauna, vaulted ceiling/open rafters
over the kitchen & dining area, a loft, an open porch, a
deck & a screen porch. For drone footage go to: https://
rlmccl 956.wixsite.com/robbinston-home.
MLS
#1432211. $248,900. Call Libby.

202 US Rt. 1, Baring Pit: 6.1 acres of commercial
property located on busy US Route 1 & access from
Moosehorn Road. Perfect location for a business. Close
to rail system & only 5 miles to the Canadian border.
ATV trails nearby as well as hikinq, fishing and boating.
MLS #1428136. $180,000. Call Libby.

354 US Rt. 1, Pembroke: Busy auto & truck repair and
parts business is a turn-key opportunity. With 2 truck
bays, 3 car bays, truck service pit plus everything you
need to get the job done. Business has a very large
customer base. Included in sale: all store inventory, 1987
580 Case diesel-powered backhoe, Allis Chalmers 4000Ib. lift, gasoline-powered forklift, Clark 2000-lb. lift, pro
pane powered forklift, 1989 Ford 8000 Yard Jockey
truck. Heating is with 3 modern used oil -burning furnac
es with more than enough storage capacity to keep
facility warm. MLS #1421921. $800,000. Call Libby.

”A house is made with walls and beams; a home is built with love and dreams." Ralph Waldo Emerson

Heidi Holley, Broker

£

207.347.0880

HOyjEY

Georgie Kendall, Assoc. Broker

207.214.1124

heidiholley3@gmail.com

georgiekendall@gmail.com

www.holleypropertiesme.com

www.KendallFarmCottages.com/RealEstate

the Bold, Maine Coast!

Kendall Farm

11 South Street, Lubec
$148,888 MLS: # 1420782
Water Views
Hardwood Floors
Located in the Heart of Lubec

0 Old Route 1, Jonesboro
$65,000

MLS#: 1431583

Perfect Location
Open Fields
Chandler Riverfront

6 Gilman Street, Eastport
$39,900
MLS#: 1425358
Seasonal Water Views
Great Back Yard
Dead End Street

125 Merritt Road Steuben
$420,000

MLS#: 1374082

Contemporary Design
Dyer Bay 220’ Waterfront
Wood Burning Fireplace

374 Young’s Cove
Rd., Pembroke
$35,000
MLS#: 1423185
Deeded Water Access

“Heidi Holley worked tirelessly for me to get my house sold. She was very persistent and
resolved all of the issues that came up during the sale. She has excellent communication
skills always notifying me of any of the issues pertaining to the sale. This was a short-sale
and Heidi communicated with the bank’s short sale department, a feat in and of itself! The
sale closed in a timely manner with no issues. I would HIGHLY recommend Heidi to
anyone selling, or buying a house as she is a true professional when it comes
to real estate transactions.”
Jason 0. Malroy, Warrenton, VA

”My house was listed under different agents twice. Each time I got 0-1 showings. After hiring
Georgie, I had multiple showings right off the bat and sold my house for cash during
this pandemic. Georgie is a high energy local with deep roots to this area. This is balanced
by her world travels, allowing her to understand the needs of her customers whether they are
local or from away, i appreciate all of the qualities she brings to the table, it’s no wonder,
when I asked around for a recommendation, so many of my friends said.
"call Georgie Kendall’’.’’
Andrea Poulos, Lubec, ME

UBS
Home closings in cars during CO VID-19!
"I called Georgie to show me a house that I was considering to purchase for my Dad. She
was lightening fast in responding. Buying a house during the COVID-19 pandemic is not an
easy task, but Georgie made the entire experience calming and totally do-able. Gloves on,
masks on, booties on, we viewed the house and within a couple of days decided to buy it.
My Dad was very excited to own a home again! Georgia’s guidance about all of the
paperwork (now digital) and the process was welcomed and lent so much confidence, we
never hesitated, She communicated daily and was super transparent. If I were to purchase
another house, I would definitely call Georgie. Friendly, knowledgeable, and efficient. Can't
beat that when you want to buy a house! Thank you Georgie and Realty of Maine!"

Robin Moloff-Gautier, Lubec, ME

